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Pusiic Law 601, 79171 ConGress 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 60°, 79th Congress [1946], chapter 
753, 2d session, which provides: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
a o * o * * . 
RULE X 


SEC, 121. STANDING COMMITTEES 


* * * * * * * 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 


* + * - * . + 
RvuLeE XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


* * * * * * * 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit- 
tee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and attacks 
the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, and 
(iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any neces- 
sary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 
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RULES ADOPTED BY THE 88D CONGRESS 
House Resolution 5, January 3, 1953 


. * “ * * * * 


RvuLe X 
STANDING COMMITTEES 


1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Con- 
gress, the following standing committees: 


* a * * * * * 


(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 


a . a ~ * * * 


Rule XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


* + * o * * * 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities 

(a) Un-American activities. 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time, investigations of (1) the extent, char 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American prop 
aganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu 
tion, and (3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by such chairman, and may be served by any person desig- 
nated by any such chairman or member. 
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INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
DAYTON, OHIO, AREA—Part 1 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 1954 


Untrep States Houst or RepresENrTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE 
ComMitTre ON UN-AMeERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Dayton, Ohio. 


PUBLIC HEARING 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
met, pursuant to notice, at 9:05 a. m., in City Commission Room, 
Municipal Building, Dayton, Ohio, Hon. Gordon H. Scherer (chair- 
man) presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Gordon H. Scherer 
(chairman), Kit Clardy, and Francis E. Walter. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel ; Courtney 
E. Owens, chief investigator; W. Jackson Jones, investigator; and 
Thomas W. Beale, Sr., chief clerk. 

Mr. Scuerer. The committee will be in session. Let the record 
show that the Honorable Harold H. Velde, chairman of the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities, has appointed a subcommittee 
for the purpose of conducting these hearings at Dayton, Ohio, con- 
sisting of the Honorable Kit Clardy, of Michigan, the Honorable 
Francis E. Walter, of Pennsylvania, and Gordon Scherer as chair- 
man. 

Present is one of counsel for the committee, appearing as counsel 
for this subcommittee, Mr. Frank S. Tavenner, Jr. Mr. W. Jackson 
Jones is an investigator on the staff of the committee. 

As guest observers are Mr. Sidney Isaacs, the assistant attorney 
general, former counsel and director of the Ohio Commission on Un- 
American Activities; two of his staff, Mr. James F. Worster and Mr. 
John W. Preble. 

At the outset, the committee wants to thank Mr. Isaacs and his staff 
for the cooperation it has given the staff of this committee in the prepa- 
ration of these hearings. 

Before proceeding ‘with the hearing of testimony, it seems proper 
and might be helpful if we restated the purpose ‘and duties of the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities, and make a few perti- 
nent observations. The committee is charged by law with investi- 
gating the extent, character, and object of un-American activities in 
the United States. It is charged with investigating the diffusion in 
the United States of subversive and un-American propaganda that is 
instigated from foreign countries or is of a domestic origin, and 
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attacks the principles and form of government as guaranteed by our 
Constitution. 

The reason such duties are placed upon the committee is to aid the 
Congress in determining whether or not remedial legislation is neces- 
sary with respect to these activities, and to help enlighten the Ameri 
can people with reference thereto. 

Since the evidence is now conclusive that we are engaged in a cold 
war with Russia and Communist China, and that they stand as a clear 
and present danger to the safety and security of this Nation and the 
free world, the committee has been primarily devoting its time and 
energy to investigating and revealing the Communist conspiracy in 
this country. 

There should be no doubt that the sar iry issue confronting the 

American people is the security of the Nation. 

Congress in the last 3 years has authorized the staggering and 
almost unbelievable sum of $160 billion for those programs which 
we hope will guarantee that security. We are daily drafting boys 
for service in 37 countries of the world. Almost every newspaper 
headline deals with some form of the Communist menace. Prac- 
tically all of our efforts have been directed toward preventing further 
expansion of Communist domination. At times we have shrunk 
in terror of the Russian bear without; we have on too many occasions 
coddled and nursed its offspring within. One Communist agent 
within our borders is more dangerous to our security than 10,000 
enemy troops poised on the other side of the Iron Curtain. 

Sometimes we forget that the Kremlin has succeeded in taking 600 
million people behind the Iron Curtain by a new method of warfare, 
that of boring from within. 

This committee for m: uny years has been revealing to the American 
people the nature of the Communist conspiracy, and how it cleverly 
and subtly operates. As a result, Mr. Average American now knows 
that the Communist conspiracy provides for the infiltration of 
every phase and field of American life. The Communist objectives 
are to create strife between labor and management, and within the 
labor group itself to cause people to be suspicious and distrustful of 
the Government and law-enforcement agencies thereof; to make them 
dissatisfied with the American way of life, particularly its economic 
system; to create doubts concerning their religious teachings; to set 
class against class, minorities against majorities, and even minorities 
against minorities when it suits their purpose. 

Mr. Average American has learned that the Communist program is 
a process of attempting to soften and weaken the American people 
and its institutions so that when the time comes to move in the task 
will be so much easier to accomplish. This is not theory 

As I have said, the Soviet {5 nion has taken behind the Iron Cur- 
tain 600 million people since 1933 by the use of these methods. Of 
course, such a conspiracy can act only through individuals. These 
individuals must promote the Communist program, however, in the 
various American institutions with which they are identified, since 
they cannot act ina vacuum. We find them active in the labor move- 
ment, in industry, in government, in educational institutions, in the 
entertainment field, and I am sorry to say in some instances in the 
field of religion. The committee is not investigating these institutions. 
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As an example, this committee as such has no interest in the labor 
movement or in labor’s problems with management, or in labor’s inner 
conflicts. It has no interest as such in the personnel that teach in 
our schools or our colleges, nor in the curriculum or type of textbooks 
used therein. These are matters that lie solely within the province 
of the administrators of these institutions and organizations. 

We are engaged, however, in throwing light upon the nefarious and 
subtle activities of those individuals who are promoting the Com- 
munist conspiracy so that, as I have stated, the average American may 
know them and recognize the activities and propaganda of a foreign 
power when he comes in contact with it, either in the shop, in the 
school, in the church, or in any other phase of everyday life. 

Now, some say we are exaggerating the communist danger. How- 
ever, perhaps the highest authority, J. Edgar Hoover, the head of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, said when testifying under oath 
before the Appropriations Committee of this 83d Congress, that 
Communists are infiltrating every field of American activity, and 
espionage rings are working more intensely than ever before in the 
history of the United States. There are those who still argue, and 
no doubt you will hear it said by witnesses at this hearing, that 
communism is a political belief, and therefore we have no right to 
inquire into the Communist Party membership of any individual. 
For.many years the Committee on Un-American Activities has main- 
tained that the Communist Party is not a political party as we know 
political parties in the United States, but that it is a criminal con- 
spiracy, and an agency of a foreign power. We are happy to say 
that just last month the present Congress has now found and stated 
as a matter of law that the Communist Party is and has been such a 
conspiracy. No witness or other person can now properly contend 
otherwise. 

While we are talking about witnesses, perhaps our attention should 
be directed to those persons who have vital and extensive information 
concerning the operation of the Communist conspiracy, and who in- 
voke the fifth amendment, those who refuse to testify on the 
grounds that to do so might incriminate them. The committee has 
always felt that in the great majority of cases witnesses have im- 
properly and in bad faith hidden behind the fifth amendment. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities has long recommended 
the passage of an immunity law, and we are more than pleased that 
this Congress shortly before it adjourned passed this law. 

I might point out that my distinguished colleague, the gentlemen 
from Pennsylvania, Mr. Walter, who sits at my left, had an important 
part in the actual drafting of this legislation. This law provides, 
among other things, that an investigating committee of the Congress, 
with the approval of the court, may grant immunity to a witness who 
invokes the fifth amendment where it is apparent that the witness pos- 
sesses valuable evidence of subversion, espionage, or treason. 

This hearing here in Dayton is the first since this law became ef- 
fective. It is possible that the committee may use it for the first time 
during these hearings. 

Now, for some time there has been a rather intense controversy in 
the Yellow Springs area. At times there has been more heat than 
light shed on the issues which have divided the community. It must 
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be clearly understood that the Committee on Un-American Activities 
takes no side whatsoever in this controversy. It does, however, em- 
phatically disapprove and deplore its being injected into that contro- 
versy by parties involved therein. At no time has anyone except the 
representatives of the press, when they have made inquiries, been 
authorized to make any statements concerning these hearings and the 
events leading up thereto. I might say that the press has been 
accurate and objective in its reporting of the committee’s position. 

The committee did not initially instigate the investigation which 
resulted in these hearings. Over a considerable period of time the 
committee received complaints and requests for an investigation from 
the Dayton-Yellow Springs area. The committee, in accordance with 
its rules attempted to check these complaints quietly. As a result of 
our staff’s investigation and report, the full committee ordered these 
hearings. They are not being held because individuals or organiza- 
tions requested them, but as I have stated, as a result of the investiga- 
tions of the staff initiated by the complaints. 

It should also be stated that the committee for one reason or another 
was unable to obtain a suitable room in which to hold these hearings. 
We finally requested the city commissioners of Dayton to make these 
chambers available for our use. As a result of our urgent request, 
and as a courtesy to the Congress of the United States, the commis- 
sioners authorized the use of this room. On behalf of the committee 
and the Congress, we wish to express our thanks and appreciation. 

We understand there are some few persons in this community who 
have criticized the commissioners for allowing the committee to use 
this room. We are fairly certain the source of such criticism comes 
from those who for one reason or another fear the objectives of the 
investigations and the hearings. 

Mr. Walter, do you have a comment to make before we proceed with 
the hearing ? 

Mr. Watrer. None, except anybody who testifies before this com- 
mittee will be accorded the full protection of all of the laws of the 
United States, and by all of the agencies of the Government. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Clardy ? 

Mr. Cuarpy. I think we perhaps might add one thing. Mr. Chair- 
man, and that is that if during the course of the investigation anyone 
is named by a witness as a member of the Communist Party, we will 
afford him an opportunity at a suitable time for him to appear and say 
what he may wish to say in his own behalf. 

Mr. Scuerer. That is in accordance with the rules of the committee. 
You are referring to that rule which requires us to notify anybody 
who has been named adversely in such testimony, and then he is given, 
as you say, an opportunity to appear before the committee and explain 
or deny the adverse testimony. 

If there is nothing further, we will proceed with the first witness. 

Mr. Counsel, are you ready ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I would like to call as the first wit- 
ness Mr. Arthur Paul Strunk. 

Will you come forward, please, Mr. Strunk ? 

Mr. Scuerer. Will you just take the seat over there opposite the 
microphone? Before you sit down, will you raise your right. hand 
and be sworn ? 
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You do solemnly swear that the testimony that you are about to 
give at this hearing, shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Strunk. I do. 

Mr. Scuerer. Will you be seated, please? 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 


TESTIMONY OF ARTHUR PAUL STRUNK 


Mr. Srrunx. Arthur Paul Strunk. 

Mr. TavenNeER. When and where were you born, Mr. Strunk? 

Mr. Strunk. Germany. 

Mr. TavenNER. On what date? 

Mr. Strunk. March 17, 1896. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you come to this country ? 

Mr. Strunk. December 1923. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a naturalized American citizen? 

Mr. Strunk. I am. 

Mr. TavenNneR. When were you naturalized ? 

Mr. Srrunx. I think in 1931. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give the committee, please, a brief state- 
ment of what your educational training has been ? 

Mr. Strunk. Eight years public school, and 2 years business school, 
connected with my ‘trade. I was les arning. 

Mr. TavenneER. Was any part of that educational training in this 
country ? 

Mr. Strunk. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, briefly, what 
your record of employment has been ? 

Mr. Strunk. My first place of e mployment was the Singer Sewing 
Machine in E lizabethport, N. J. The second place was a place in, a 
cutlery place, in Maplewood, N. J. The next one, Central Railroad of 
New Jersey. 

Then the Kresge Department Store, New Jersey. Christie & 
Smith, a furniture store in Newark, N. J. That is all I remember. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Strunk. Dayton, Ohio. 

Mr. TAVENNER. How long have you lived in Dayton? 

Mr. Strunk. Since 1936. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your present occupation ? 

Mr. Srrunk. I work in the service department for May & Co., 
furniture store, in Dayton. 

Mr. Tav a ge What year was it in which you came to Dayton? 

Mr. Srrunx. 1936. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Strunk, during the period that you have been 
in Dayton, have you had an opportunity to observe at ‘first hand the 
workings of the Communist Party in this area? 

Mr. Srrunx. I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you explain to the committee how that oppor 
tunity was aftorded you? 

Mr. Srrunx. I was living at 101214 Brown Street, and the FBI 
asked me to be an interpreter after Pearl Harbor. I was an inter- 
preter for 3 years for the FBI. Before that time, I rented rooms out, 
and I found Communist Party literature in one room. I reported the 
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same to the FBI. The FBI told me to watch out and get close and 
try to become a member of the Communist Party. 

‘In 1944, I had enough confidence, I was handed an application to 
become a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. You became then a member of the Communist 
Party at the request of the Federal Bureau of Investigation ? 

Mr. Strunk. At the request of the FBI. 

Mr. Tavenner. And not because of any conviction on your part? 

Mr. Srrunk. Definitely not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Regarding the ideology of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Srrunx. The FBI asked me if I would as the Communist 
Party during the time I was a translator. And in 1944 I became a 
member of the Communist Party by request of the F BL 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain a member of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Srrunx. Until it was exposed at the Hupman trial in Dayton, 
Ohio. 

Mr. TavenNER. What was that date, approximately ? 

Mr. Strunk. I think I got out of the party in 1952 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, will you te 1] the comn \ittee, p lease, how you 
became a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Srrunx. I became more friendly to this man who had a room 
in my house, and my way was to get more friendly to him and to get 
more trust and to become a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was that man’s name? 

Mr. Strunk. This man had two names, like every member of the 
Communist Political Association, we called it at that time. He had 
two names, his own name and a party name. His name was Moore 
and Murphy. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Do you recall now which of those names was his 
party name? 

Mr. Strunk. I don’t recall that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, after you became a representative of the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation in this undertaking, did you make re- 
ports to the Federal Bureau of Investigation of the knowledge which 
you acquired ? 

Mr. Strunk. I did. That was my duty. 

Mr. TavenNER. Over how long a period of time did you do that? 

Mr. Srrunk. Eight years. 

Mr. TavenNER. How frequently did you make reports ? 

Mr. Srrunx. Especially after every meeting. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, let us go back to the time that you cultivated 
the acquaintanceship of Mr. Moore or Mr. Murphy, and will you tell 
the committee what resulted from that, please ? 

Mr. Strunk. I became a good friend, and I got confidence, and 
rinally I was handed a piece of paper, an application, to join the Com- 
munist Party. That was the beginning. 

Mr. Criarpy. About when was that? 

Mr. Strunk. It could have been the end of 1948. I became a mem- 
ber in 1944. 

Mr. TavennER. Now, I would like for you to tell us at this point, 
please, what you found to be the organizational setup of the Com- 
munist Party after you became a member. 
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Mr. Strunk. In 1944, the Communist Party was called the Com- 
munist Political Association, During the time Browder was thrown 
out of the Communist Party, the Communist Party was again called 
the Communist Party of the United States. 

Mr. TavenNner. Well, did you find that the Communist Party in this 
locality was divided up into groups or cells, or branches, when you 
first became a member ¢ 

Mr. Srrunx. When I became a member, there was one Dayton sec- 
tion. After the change to Communist Party of Ohio, it still was one 
section. Later, 1 don’t remember exactly what year, the Dayton Com- 
munist Party was divided into five groups. 
city group. And after 1950, we had a Taft-Hartley group. 

Mr. Srrunx. One group was the professional group; one group the 
Frigidaire group; one group the amalgamated group, one group the 
city group. And after 1950, we had a Taft-Hartley group. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, in the course of your testimony, I will want 
to ask you particularly about the Taft-Hartley group, but we will not 
FO into that at the moment. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. We have run into that before, haven’t we ? 

Mr. Tavenner. I think we have heard of it. 

Now, Mr. Strunk, will you tell us whether or not these five groups 
of the Communist Party here were responsible to some other higher 
authority in the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Strunk. Cleveland, Ohio, the State office. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. ‘They worked under the State office ? 

Mr. Strunk. Correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Would it be correct to say that these five groups 
of the Communist Party in Dayton constituted the Dayton section of 
the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Strun«. Correct; Dayton section. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give us the names at this time of the leaders 
of the Communist Party, the State organization of the Communist 
Party, that you became acquainted with during your 7 or 8 years? 

Mr. Srrunx. You mean the State, the Cleveland office? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. First of all, did it have its headquarters in 
Cleveland? 

Mr. Strunk. Correct. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Will you give us the names of those that you found 
to be officials of the State organization of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Strunx. Arnold Johnson. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know what his exact position was? 

Mr. Strunk. I think he was State secretary when I became a Com- 
munist in 1944, 

Mr. Tavenner. Arnold Johnson. 

Mr. Strunk. Joe Brant. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was his position, if you recall ? 

Mr. Strunk. I don’t recall in the beginning, but the time during 
the strike in Dayton, he was secretary of the labor department from 
the Communist Party to organize labor. 

Gus Hall. I know several more. Maybe I can think of them later. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you become acquainted with Martin Chancey ? 

Mr. Strunk. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What position did he hold in the Communist Party 
organization ¢ 
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Mr. Strung. He was, I think, up to 1948 or 1949, he was State 
secretary for the Communist Party in Cleveland. 

Mr. Ciarpy. These names you have given to us as persons who were 
Communists in the Communist Party organization, were you as- 
sociated with them in some fashion or other, so that you knew at 
first hand that they were what you have represented them to be? 

Mr. Strunk. When they came from Cleveland to Dayton, they came 
for a purpose, for Communist Party business, and attended Com- 
munist Party meetings. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You attended such meetings with them ? 

Mr. Strunk. I did, many. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Some of them were identified in the public press at 
about that time also, were they not, as being connected with the party ¢ 
You mentioned Gus Hall, for instance. 

Mr. Srrun«. Yes. 

Mr. Criarpy. Some of them were identified in the press, ww made 
no attempt to hide the fact they were Communist Party members, is 
that not true? 

Mr. Strunk. Correct. 

Mr. Cuarpy. As to the others, well, as to all of them, you actually 
sat in Communist Party meetings with them ? 

Mr. Srrunx. I did. 

Mr. Criarpy. There isn’t any question in your mind then, as to 
whether they are or are not Communists? 

Mr. Strunk. They definitely are. 

Mr. Cuarpy. You are not taking somebody else’s word for that at 
all? 

Mr. Strunk. Any name I name, I know he is a Communist. 

Mr. Crarpy. Thank you. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the period of your representation of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation in this Communist work, did you 
gain an office of any character in the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Strunk. I did. 

Mr. TavennerR. What was that office? 

Mr. Srrunk«. Dues collector of the Dayton section. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you become the dues collector ? 

Mr. Srrunkx. In 1945. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain dues collector ? 

Mr. Strunk. Seven years. 

Mr. TavenNER. Will you describe to the committee, pJbase, what 
your duties were as dues collector ? 

Mr. Srrunk. I had to collect the dues. We had fund drives; I col- 
lected that money and sent it in to Cleveland, to the State office, and 
paid literature bills and other bills, Daily Worker bills. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you personally attend to the collection of dues? 

Mr. Strunk. Yes, I did. Dues were paid to me personally. 

Mr. Cuarpy. By the individual members? 

Mr. Strunk. Most of the time. Some time the latter part, when 
the party was divided into 4 or 5 persons in a group, the dues collector 
from the group handed me the money with the names as to who paid 
the dues. That was later. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you keep a record of the list of membership? 
Did you make a list of the neuen’ 
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Mr. Strunk. I have a list, but I don’t need a list. I know them 
all by my mind. ' 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, but at the time that you were charged with 
the responsibility of collecting the dues, did you maintain a list of 
names ? 

Mr. Strunk. I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Of members? 

Mr. Strunk. I did, kept a list. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the practice of the Communist Party 
at that time with regard to registration of its members ? 

Mr. Srrunk. Well, the secretary, and especially the dues collector, 
had to have a list, that he would keep a record of who paid dues, who 
was behind, and who didn’t pay. 

Mr. Ciarpy. May I inquire? 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Perhaps you can save me the trouble, go into some 
detail as to how many he collected, and on what occasions he collected, 
and what the total was. 

Mr. Water. The purpose of the collections. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee the whole story about 
the matter of dues? How were the dues assessed, and how you went 
about collecting them, what the money was used for, and all of the 
information that you have affecting the finances of the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Mr. Ciarpy. I am primarily interested also in knowing the total 
so that we may see how much in the way of money was fed into the 
kitty, so to speak. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, will you begin first by telling us what the dues 
were ? 

Mr. Srrunk. After the Communist Political Association was 
changed to the Communist Party, as far as I recall, the dues payments 
were 10 cents unemployed a month; 35 cents for a housewife ; $1 up to 
$60 income— 

Mr. Crarpy. Up to what income ? 

Mr. Strunk. $60. Over $60, $2. And I think over a hundred 
dollars, 5 bucks a month. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You are talking about a monthly pay of $60? 

Mr. Strunk. Monthly dues payments. 

Mr. Ciarpy. A weekly salary of $60, that cost a dollar a month? 

Mr. Strunk. Correct. 

Mr. Ciarpy. And above that $2? 

Mr. Strunk. Correct. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Thank you. 

Mr. Tavenner. What disposition did you make of the dues that you 
collected ? 

Mr. Strunk. One-third of the dues I collected were kept in the 
Dayton section. The other part was sent into Cleveland, Ohio, State 
affice of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. How did you make your settlement with the Com- 
munist Party headquarters in Cleveland ? 

Mr. Strunk. You mean how I sent the money in? 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes: 
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Mr. Strunk. Sometimes when State officials from Cleveland came 
in, I handed it over tothem. Mostly it was sent in by money order. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall the name of the Communist Party 
functionary in Cleveland to whom you sent the money ? 

Mr. Srrunk. The last years of my activities, I sent it to Martin 
Chancey, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Mr. Crarpy. I didn’t catch the name. 

Mr. Strunk. Martin Chancey. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know what disposition was made of the part 
of the dues which was received by the State he adquarte rs ¢ 

Mr. Srrunx. I didn’t understand you. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know what was done with the money " at 
was received by the State headquarters when they sent part of 
whether they sent part of it to New York to the national headquarters, 
or how that money was handled ? 

Mr. Srrun«. I think a certain amount went to the national head- 
quarters. I couldn’t tell you exactly. I never sent any money in to 
the national headquarters, just Cleveland. What they did with the 
money, I don’t know. 

Mr. ene, Pardon me. 

Mr. TavenNneER. Yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. You were sending this money, as you have indicated, 
as late as 1952? 

Mr. Strunk. That is correct: the beginning of 1952 

Mr. Criarpy. How much did you remit, on the average, in the 
fashion you have described ? 

Mr. Strunk. Well, it was always a big variation. Some members 
paid the dues a whole year ahead; some were about 8 or 6 months be 
hind, and some paid regularly. So it is hard to say an average. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. Well, for instance, at the close of the period that you 
have described, about how frequently did you collect? Once a week 
or once a month ? 

Mr. STRUNK. Every meeting there was a possibility I had, I tried to 
collect dues. 

Mr. Cuarpy. As of the very end of the period that you served 
collector, about how much would you pick a each week ? 

Mr. Srrunk. That is hard to tell by the week. I could tell about 
when I sent it in. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Put it in some other way so that we can get some idea. 

Mr. Srrunk. I sent the dues in every month, if I had dues, but on 
the average I would say $35, $30. It was sometimes a little less, some- 
times more. It could have been $40 average. 

Mr. Criarpy. Then you had a pretty fair membership since you 
were collecting in the main in small amounts? 

Mr. Strunk. There was a variation in the membership dues through 
different years. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the variation in membership? 

Mr. Strunk. I would say 25 to about 85 in Dayton proper. That 
doesn’t include Springfield. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was the membership at the time you left the party 
here near the lower limit of those figures ? 

Mr. Srrunx. To my estimation, the registration meetings to the 
end of the time I was active was always concentrated on not quantity 
but quality members, real Communist members. Any person that was 
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kind of weak, he was not registered in the last regist ration meeting I 
attended. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. You mean that emphi ie was put upon the fact 
that they were not interested in quantity but they wanted quality of 
members ? 

Mr. Strunk. Correct. 

Mr. Ciarpy. What do you mean by quality in the Communists ? 

Mr. Srronk. It means a big party, a big membership. You don’t 
want a big membership. You want it small but good. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Instead of quality you mean devoted, fanatic mem 
bers? 

Mr. Strunk. You said it. 

Mr. Scnerer. Commonly referred to as the “hard core”? 

Mr. Strunk. You are correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Strunk, was the proportion of dues which you 
were permitted to keep in the local area sufficient to finance the needs 
of the local organizations of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Strunk. No, it was not enough. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, what means were resorted to to supplement 
the dues? 

Mr. Srrunk. Donations, fund drives, national fund drive, and 
then we had times when we had organizers. The Dayton Communist 
Party had to have an actual fund drive to support the organizer in 
this territory here. For that, some people had to donate money. 
Certain groups were supposed to raise that much money. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, can you tell us more about those groups who 
were required to make these donations, or who did make them ‘ 

Mr. Strunk. Well, it was the groups we had. The last couple of 
years of my activity we had only the Frigidaire group, the Amalga- 
mated group was kind of weak. We had a city group, and then the 
members were all shifted around, when they went to different fac- 
tories, like when you work in Frigidaire or another plant. He was 
put in another group. Then people were taken out of the other 
groups later to make the Taft-Hartley group. It was always a shift- 
ing around according to the need. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. May I inquire? 

Mr. Scuerer. Go ahead. 

Mr. Crarpy. Did you have a special collection to take care of the 
Communist publications, the Daily Worker, every so often ? 

Mr. Strunk. We had to pay, when we sold the Worker and the 
Daily Worker, we got money for that. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I understand. 

Mr. Srrunx«. That all went through my books. I paid the Worker 
bill most of the time. 

Mr. Ciarpy. We have heard testimony at many other places that 
every so often a cry of distress would come out from the publishers 
of the Daily Worker saying they needed so many thousand dollars 
in order to continue operating. Did you ever get sucked in on that 
out here? 

Mr. Strunk. Yes, we got material on that. But it is all we did 
and could do to sell the Worker. We had, for a long time, every Sun- 
day morning a group went out, we called it the brigade, to sell the 
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Worker. Our duty was to raise the amount, bundle, we called it, 
every week to a higher number. 

Mr. Tavenner. I understood you to say that it was necessary to 
obtain donations to supplement the dues, to add to the dues, in order 
to have suflicient funds to operate. What was the amount of the do- 
nations that you received? I mean in what denominations were the 
donations usually made ? 

Mr. Srrunk. Well, you have to include, we had once a bond sale to 
support 11 Communists which were on trial in New York. We sold 
bonds. and I think we collected $700. 

Mr. TavenNeErR. Just a moment. What was the purpose of the sale 
of those bonds ? 

Mr. Strunk. To defend 11 Communists in New York. 

Mr. Tavenner. To defend the Communists on trial under the Smith 
Act? 

Mr. Strunk. Yes. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Would you go into that? 

Mr. TavenNerR. What was the nature of these bonds? 

Mr. Strunk. It was a kind of fancy paper. It said a lot of stuff on 
it. It would be a bond and you would get the money back by re- 
quest, and so on. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Issued in the name of the Communist Party of the 
United States ? 

Mr. Strunk. Yes, correct. 

Mr. CLarpy. Anybody ever get paid off 7 

Mr. Srrunx. I think it was the Communist Party. It could have 
been the International Labor Defense, too. I am not sure on that. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Did anybody ever get paid off on those bonds that you 
KNOW ot ? 

Mr. Srrunk. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you have one of those bonds now that you 
could show us? 

Mr. Srrunk. No, I haven't. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You turned that over to the FBI? 

Mr. Strunk. Federal Government, yes. 

Mr. TaAvenNrr. What was the denomination of these bonds? 

Mr. Strunk. $100, $75, $50. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you sell those bonds to the membership of the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Strunk. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give us the names of any of the persons 
who purchased those bonds? 

Mr. Strunk. There were 5 or 6. I don’t remember every one. I 
know Russ Richardson bought one. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is Russell Richardson ? 

Mr. Srrunk. Russell. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. He was known by you to be a member of the Com 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Strunx. Correct. He paid me dues. He used to live on Gar- 
lin Street. 

Pearl and Melvin Hupman. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell it? 

Mr. Strunk. H-u-p-m-a-n. 
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QO. C. Lantz. That is L-a-n-t-z. He is deceased now. He is dead. 

Mr. Crarpy. May I ask a question ? 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Criarpy. Were those bonds paid for again, in full at the time 
they were sold, or were they sold on the installment plan ¢ 

Mr. Strunk. As far as I remember, they were paid in cash. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You were collecting from the people with a pretty 
small income, weren’t you ? 

Mr. Srrunk. Well, yes. If they had it, they gave it to me. 

Mr. Crarpy. What pressure did you use to get them to take the 
bonds ? 

Mr. Strunk. During meetings an official came from Cleveland and 
waited until the—it was necessary to defend the 11 Communists, and 
the party needed the money very badly. The trial cost thousands of 
dollars. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you tell the committee of other efforts to raise 
funds for the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Strunk. Every vear we had a fund drive for the national office. 

Mr. TavennerR. How was that conducted ? 

Mr. Strunk. There was a quota set for each section, according to 
the membership. Sometimes we had a quota of $600, $700, $800 which 
we usually made, too. 

Mr. Tavenner. And that was an annual affair? 

Mr. Strunk. Yes, every year. 

Mr. Tavenner. Each year ¢ 

Mr. Strunk. Each year for the national office in Cleveland. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, were there campaigns also to raise money for 
the Daily Worker? 

Mr. Srrunx. Yes. We collected the money for the Daily Worker, 
but mostly we raised the distribution of the Worker and the Daily 
Worker, to support the Daily Worker that way. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, were there individuals who made monthly 
contributions beyond their dues to the expense of operating the Com- 
munist Party in this area? 

Mr. Srrunk. I didn’t hear that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were there persons who made contributions by the 
month in addition to the payment of their dues? 

Mr. Srrunk. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. About how many such persons were there that you 
can now remember ? 

Mr. Strunk. So far as I remember, I remember two. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell us who they were, please ? 

Mr. Strunk. That is Mr. Burd. 

Mr. Tavenner. Spell the last name. 

Mr. Srrunk. B-u-r-d. He lives on Seneca Drive, Dayton, Ohio. 
And Morris Patterson. 

Mr. Tavenner. Morris Patterson ? 

Mr. Strunk. Morris Patterson. 

Mr. TavENNER. Do you recall the first name of Mr. Burd? 

Mr. Strunk. Yes. No, that is his second name. I don’t know the 
first name. 

Mr. TAvenNeER. You do not know ? 

Mr. Strunk. I think it is B. Burd, 
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Mr. Tavenner. What was the amount of the contributions that they 
made? 

Mr. Srrunx. He sometimes gave $5, $10, $15. A party member by 
the name of William Nelson; he also collected money. 

Mr. Criarpy. Counsel, are we talking about persons who were not 
members of the party but nevertheless contributed ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. That is my next question. 

Were these persons known to you to be members of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Srrunx. Not Mr. Burd. He was not a member of the Com- 
munist ?P arty. 

Mr. Tavenner. But the Mr. Patterson that you mentioned— 

Mr. Strunk. Morris Patterson was at sometime a member of the 
Communist Party, and he was once, I think, the secretary of the Pro- 
gressive Party. He once donated several mon ths, $25 a month. That 
was the time when we had a full-time organizer in Dayton. His name 
was Lou Secundy. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Were these contributions collected by you so that you 
know this of your own knowledge ? 

Mr. Strunk. I beg your pardon? 

Mr. Ciarpy. I say, are these contributions matters that came to you 
at firsthand because you made the collection, or is it something that 
someone else told you about, or you acquired the information in some 
other way / 

Mr. Srrunk. Sometimes I collected it myself. I never collected 
from Mr. Burd. Mr. Nelson always collected his and handed it over 
to me. 

Mr. Ciarpy. How did you know that Mr. Burd had made 

Mr. Strunk. He told me, he had so much money from so and se 

Mr. Crarpy. The person who did the actual collecting ¢ 

Mr. Srrunk. Correct. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You are acquainted with the man or woman who made 
the contribution ? 

Mr. Strunk. I know the man, I know the P lace of business, but I 
never met the man so far as I know. But Morris Patterson used to bea 
member of the Communist Party, too. 

Mr. Scuerer. When you say used to be a member of the party, do 
you mean he dropped out of the party ? 

Mr. Srrunk. In later years he was not so active any more. 

Mr. Scuerer. I didn’t hear what you said. 

Mr. Srrunk. Later, during my connection with the Communist 
Party, Morris Patterson was not very active any more. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did he terminate his membership or just ceased to be 
active ? 

Mr. Srrunk. Ceased to be active. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Strunk, I would like for you to describe to the 
committee, please, as fully as you can, what the activities of the mem- 
bers of the Communist Party were, what did the »y do while you were 
member ? 

Mr. Strunk. Well, there are a lot of things that the Communist has 
to do. One thing is pay dues, to attend meetings, and to read the 
Worker and the Daily Worker. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the importance of reading and studying 
the Daily Worker ? 
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Mr. Srrunx. The Daily Worker carries all different kinds of things 
about what is going on in the country, especially where organized 
labor is connected and concerned in. And all different kinds of edi- 
torials, always in favor of organized labor; reports of what happened 
on strikes, and editorials about the strikes, and supporting the strikes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Isn’t it true that the Daily Worker hands down to 
the Communist Party members the Communist Party viewpoint on 
subjects ¢ 

Mr. Srrunx«. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. And outlines the line of the Communist Party ! 

Mr. Strunk. Yes, the philosophy of communism, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Isn’t that the reason that the Communist Party 
in every place puts such stress on the reading and studying of the 
Daily Worker ? 

Mr. Srrunk. That is every Communist’s duty, to read the Worker 
or the Daily Worker. 

Mr. Cuarpy. They regard the Worker, to use the word, the expres- 
sion that probably will sound improper, but they regarded it more or 
less as the Bible, as good Christians regard the real Bible, don’t they ? 

Mr. Srrunk. Yes, correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Of course, your activity within the Communist 
Party was obtaining of accurate information about meetings, and 
those who participated in those meetings ? 

Mr. Strunk. Correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you make a study yourself of the basic prin- 
ciples of communism? Did you attempt to master the subject of 
communism ¢ 

Mr. Strunk. I read several books, but I was not interested. I was 
only interested in information, while 1 was working for the Federal 
Government. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Will you tell the committee as far as you can what 
the Communist Party was seeking to accomplish in this community ¢ 
What was their main objective ? 

Mr. Strunk. The main d@jective was infiltration in organized labor, 
all different kinds of organizations, if possible; support strikes; build 
up strikes; and infiltrating unions; and get the power of the unions. 

Mr, ‘Tavenner. Those are what you consider to be the principal 
object ives? 

Mr. Srrun«. They distributed leaflets, the Daily Worker, leaflets 
and pamphlets, attended meetings, discuss national problems and local 
problems. 

Mr. ‘TaveNNER. Now, you told us earlier in your testimony that after 
a While the Communist Party members were divided into five groups? 

Mr. Strung. Right. 

Mr. TavenneER. And you gave us the names of those groups. Why 
was it that the Communist Party was divided into those groups, do 
you know? 

Mr. Strunk. Some people who worked in shops and General Motors 
plants belonged to the Frigidaire group. The reason was that those 
groups could concentrate more in General Motors plants which was 
their motive, to organize General Motors into Communist cells, while 
a person who was in business didn’t have any real interest in this direc- 
tion. So it was up to that group to organize General Motors. 
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The same with the Amalgamated group, which supported, most of 
the members be longed to smaller shops. The e ity group Was a group, 
all different kinds of people belonging. They couldn’t use organized 
labor groups. The Taft-Hartley group was a group which everybody 
belonged to who signed the Taft-Hartley affidavit as a member of the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think this would be a good time to discuss the 
Taft-Hartley group. This committee has heard considerable evidence 
on that subject, and it has made quite a study of legislation on the 
subject of Taft-Hartley non-Communist affidavits. 

You say there was a Taft-Hartley group. Will you tell the com- 
mittee just what led up to the formation of a Taft-Hartley group in 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Srrunk. Every year, at the beginning of every year, we had 
a reregistration of the Communist Party. In 1950 we had a reregis- 
tration meeting at Melvin Hupman’s house. Frank Hashmall, party 
organine r of the Dayton Communist Party in Cincinnati and Dayton, 
was the chairman of the reregistration meeting of the Dayton section. 
I helaaned to the executive board and helped in reregistering the 
members. Those we did not find trustworthy and good Communists 
we didn’t reregister. , 

Mr. TAvenner. Frank Hashmall had what position in the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Strunk. He was a part-time organizer of the Cincinnati-Day- 
{on group. We couldn’t afford a full-time organizer, so Hashmall 
took care of it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall his first name ? 

Mr. Srrunk. Frank. That is what we called him. I don’t think 
it was his right name. 

Mr. Tavenner. At this meeting which you are describing, Frank 
Hashmall was the chairman ? 

Mr. Strunk. Correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, tell us, when was that meeting held, the one 
you are now referring to? 

Mr. Srrunx. That was in the beginning of 1950. 

Mr. Tavenner. 1950. Will you tell the committee, please, what 
happened at that meeting? 

Mr. Strunk. We went over the whole membership list of the Day- 
ton Communist Party and checked everything up, past activities. 
Those that were not so good we didn’t reregister because we wanted 
quality and not quantity, and the Taft-Hartley group was formed. 

Mr. Tavenner. The Taft-Hartley group was formed ! 

Mr. Strunk. Correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, what instructions, what statement was made 
by the functionary, Frank Hashmall, regarding the formation of 
such a group ? 

Mr. Srrunx. At that meeting and other meetings before officials 
from the Cleveland State office came to Dayton and explained what 
the position was of those Communist Party members which signed 
the Taft-Hartley affid: ag The instruction was not to attend meet- 
ings, not to pay dues, but donate an amount of money a month, just 
meet with their own group which was in Dayton, which signed the 
Taft-Hartley affidavit, and have a talk together. He could Tead the 
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Worker and the Daily Worker; could attend open meetings, but not 
closed party meetings. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, the Taft-H: artley Act required certain union 
officials to sign an affidavit that they were not members of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Strunk. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. In order to entitle that union to the privileges of 
the National Labor Relations Act? 

Mr. Srrunk. Correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. So what you find then is that your group of Com- 
munists were adopting a plan to get around that act; is that what you 
are meaning to say ? 

Mr. Strunk. Well, the procedure was, after he signed the Taft 
Hartley affidavit, he had to send in a letter of resignation to the State 
office in Cleveland, resign from the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. So that there would be a record, so there would be 
a record which on its face—— 

Mr. Strunk. The next point was Cleveland, the State office, would 
send a letter back that they accepted the resignation of this member 
with regret. 

Mr. Tavenner. But all of the time the individual was still to carry 
on Communist Party activities ? 

Mr. Srrunx. Attend meetings, yes, some of them. 

Mr. TavENNER. Now, you have stated that at this meeting it was 
decided that those who had signed the non-Communist affidavit were 
to attend meetings among themselves but not with other Communist 
Party members ? 

Mr. Srrunk. I didn’t see anybody attend a meeting in the special 
group, but I saw some after they signed the Taft-Hartley affidavit, 
so far as I know, attend open Communist Party meetings. 

Melvin Hupman attended the reregistration meeting where the Com 
munist Taft-Hartley group was formed. 

Mr. TavennER. Yes. Now, can you recall any incident in addition 
to what you have already told us to indicate there was such a group 
of Taft-Hartley members? Did you have a discussion with any of 
the officials later about that subject, that is, the high functionaries of 
the party ? 

Mr. Strunk. Yes. I remember one incident, Joe Brant, Cleveland 
party officials —— 

Mr. Tavenner. Justa minute. What about Joe Brant? 

Mr. Strunk. Cleveland Communist Party official. 

Mr. ae. Yes. 

Mr. Strunk. He was, I think, the secretary to the labor board 
between the Communist Party and organized labor in the Communist 
Party. He came to Dayton on a Sunday morning. I took him differ 
ent places. We came to one place, Betty Nelson, on Edison Street, 
Dayton, Ohio. Joe Brant and myself were the only ones present. 
Betty Nelson explained she sent in a letter of resignation but never 
got the letter from Cleveland back that the resignation was accepted. 
Joe Brant explained what the whole setup was, that she should not 
attend Communist Party meetings, don’t pay dues, donate a dollar a 
month or so, read the Worker and the Daily Worker, and only attend 
a group meeting with those that signed the Taft- Hartley. 

Mr. Tavenner. Had she signed the Taft-Hartley affidavit? 
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Mr. Srrunx. Yes. And he meant the group, the persons in that 
group where she should attend the meeting. 

Mr. Water. Where did Betty Nelson work? 

Mr. Strunk. Delco. 

Mr. Watrer. Did she occupy some sort of a position in the union 
at Delco? 

Mr. Strunk. She did at some time, I guess. I am not sure. 

Mr. Water. What was the position she oce upied ? 

Mr. Strunk. I couldn't tell you. 

Mr. Watrer. She was an official of the union and at the same time 
a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Srrunk. All I know is, she signed a Taft-Hartley affidavit, 
and all I know, she was a Communist Party member. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Then the whole process of signing affidavits was a 
fraud upon the Government and the people of the country, wasn’t it ? 

Mr. Strunk. Correct. 

Mr. Ciarpy. It was intended merely as a device to appear to comply 
with the law and still be active as a Communist? 

Mr. Strunk. This procedure was mentioned many times by State 
officials in Cleveland, the way this whole situation should be handled, 
not only at one meeting, but several times. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, you were telling us about the advice and 
direction that Joe Brant gave Betty Nelson. I would like for you to 
repeat that because that is very important, and I am not certain that 
we all understood it. What did he tell her must be done? 

Mr. Srrunk. He told Betty Nelson that she belonged to the Taft- 
Hartley group now. She only should meet with that group, not with 
any other Communist Party members or group, and she should not 
pay official dues. She should donate every month, a dollar or so. 

Mr. Tavenner. Make donations instead of payment of dues? 

Mr. Strunk. Correct, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Strunk. Then she could read the Worker and the Daily Worker, 
and Joe Brant told her this is under us, this instruction, just to me, 
Joe Brant, Betty Nelson. 

Mr. TavenneEr. No one was to know anything about this except you, 
Betty Nelson, and himself? 

Mr. Strunk. The next thing what comes was supposed to be only 
known by us three. This general procedure, Taft-Hartley affidavits 
was supposed to be in one group; that is a different story. It is con- 
nected with this. 

Mr. Ciarpy. The Taft-Hartley group was a collection of those who 
were merely going through the motion of complying with the law in 
order to deceive the Government and at the same time be active in 
union work and Communist work? 

Mr. Strunk. That was the rules and the procedure. If they ever 
met, I don’t know. 

Mr. Crarpy. That is precisely the evidence we have had before. 
That is the reason why this committee sponsored the present act out- 
lawing the Communist Party. It is good to hear it again. 

Mr. TavenNER. Now, during the course of this conversation between 
Joe Brant and Betty Nelson, did not Brant state the names of the 
other members of the Taft-Hartley group with whom Betty Nelson 
should meet? 
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Mr. Strun«. He did. He didn’t name all of them. He named four. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give me the names of the four that he 
mentioned ? 

Mr. Strunk. Betty Nelson, myself, Walter Newman, Melvin Hup 
man, Lem Markland. 

Mr. Tavenner. Lem Markland ? 

Mr. Strunk. Markland, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Had you known any of those individuals prior to 
that time? 

Mr. Strunk. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you know them of your own personal knowl- 
edge to be members of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Strunk. I know for sure they paid me dues many times. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is true of each of the four persons, including 
Betty Nelson ? 

Mr. Strunk. Correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated that Joe Brant gave the names of some, 
but not all of the members of the Taft-Hartley group ? 

Mr. Strunk. He probably mentioned a fifth one, but I don’t think 
he did that date. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are uncertain about a fifth person ? 

Mr. Strunk. Correct. I know the fifth—— 

Mr. 'Tavenner. I don’t want you to state anything you are uncer- 
tain about or make any reference. 

Mr. Strunk. I would not say anything I am not sure or is not true. 
[ am under oath here. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, do you know whether those people whose 
names you have mentioned made donations to the Communist Party 
in lieu of payment of dues after that date? 

Mr. Strunk. That I don’t remember, to be truthful. 

Mr. TAavenner. Did you have any means of ascertaining the names 
of other members of that group, of the Taft-Hartley group, besides 
the names mentioned by Joe Brant ? 

Mr. Strunk. | think there is one more. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that the person you are uncertain about ¢ 

Mr. Strunk. Correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, I don’t want you to mention it. 

You stated it was the practice under this procedure to write a letter 
of resignation to which the functionary in Cleveland would reply, 
accepting the resignation with regret. ‘That action was taken in 1950? 

Mr. Strunk. What action? 

Mr. Tavenner. Formation of the Taft-Hartley group. 

Mr. Srrunk. The beginning of 1950. 

Mr. Tavenner. What security measures were taken by the Com- 
munist Party during the years 1950, or 1951, do you recall ? 

Mr. Srrunxk. The groups of the Dayton section of the Communist 
Party were divided in small groups, 3, 4, not more than 5, possibly 3 
people. 

Mr. Tavenner. And what was the purpose of that ? 

Mr. Srrunx. When the party went underground, it was all divided 
in small groups, and one group was not supposed to know what the 
other group was doing. Under the party secretary, he had connec 
tions with the different groups. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Was that type of organization maintained from that 
time on until the time that you left the Communist P arty ¢ 

Mr. Srrunk. Yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Tavenner, the witness has been on the stand an 
hour and 15 minutes. Do you think perhaps we ought to have a recess? 

Mr. TavenNer. This is a good point for a break. 

Mr. Scurrer. The committee will stand in recess for 15 minutes. 

A recess was had from 10: 15 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.) 

Mr. Scuerer. The committee will reconvene. 

Before we proceed, I just have one observation I would like to 
make. When I came into the hearing room this morning, I over- 
heard somebody say that the Communist Party in the Dayton area 
wasdead. ‘That was the expression they used. 

However, the mayor of the city of Dayton, Mr. Stout, this morn- 
ing received a letter, postmarked Dayton, Ohio, Septembe r 11, 7:30 
p. m., in which was a rather scurrilous bulletin directed against the 
committee, typical bulletin, similar to those that we have received 
from the Communist Party or that has been distributed by the Com- 
munist Party in the various cities in which we have held hearings. 

This bulletin is signed “Communist Party of Montgomery County, 
Dayton, Ohio.” There is no address nor is there any other name. 

Of course, I can understand that since the passage of the recent 
legislation. 

Did you want to say something ¢ 

Mr. Cuiarpy. Yes. I noted in reading it they had one paragraph, 
a short one, that I thought I ought to comment on since you and I 
were on the subcommittee that they are speaking about. They have 
a line here to the effect—this will interest you, Mr. Tavenner: 

GM has already used the Un-American Activities Committee as a mask 
for their dirty work in Flint, with hoodlum violence and firing of some of 
the best and most respected union people from the GM shop. 

Now, having been chairman of that subcommittee, and you having 
been counsel, you can bear out what I have to say when I make the 
point in the record that they are speaking of persons who were iden- 
tified as active Communist Party members as of now, by several differ- 
ent people, and they were handled, if there was any handling done, 
by their fellow workmen in the shops and not by this committee in 
any way, shape, or form. 

In other words, the good loyal American citizens in the union move- 
ment in the plants in Flint didn’t want to be found working alongside 
men they knew to be Communists. This will interest you because you 
haven’t heard it. Since then, Mr. Chairman, the principal organizer 
for the UAW-CIO in that area has made a public speech in my home 
town saying that he knew that these people that we identified were 
Communists and knew them to be such at the time they came into the 
union in Flint in 1949. I doubt that he did, but at least that is the 
statement that he made, and he is not defending them. 

So when that paragraph is put in here, Mr. Chairman, I think it 
important to let the people of this city know that here is one item in 
which there can be no doubt about the fact that they are deliberately 
lying and falsifying in order to get across a point. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you have any comment ? 


Mr. Watrter. No. 
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Mr. Scuerer. If there is no objection, I am going to order to be 
received in evidence, the bulletin entitled “Challenge,” signed by the 
Communist Party of Montgomery County, together with the envelope 
which the mayor received. 

You may now proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right, sir. 

Mr. Strunk, will you make it plain to the committee, please, how it 
was that Joe Brant got into this discussion about the Taft-Hartley 
group, with Betty Nelson ? 

Mr. Strunk. On a Sunday morning Joe Brant came from Cleve 
land. I picked him up at the railroad station. We went to see several 
people. ‘The first party we met, we visited, was Betty Nelson on Oak 
Ridge Drive. Betty Nelson’s complaint about it, she signed the Taft- 
Hartley affidavit and, according to the regulations, the Communist 
Party sent in her resignation from the party, but never got that letter 
back that the resignation was accepted with regret. 

Joe Brant explained to her with who she should meet in the future. 

Mr. TAveNNER. Yes. You told us—— 

Mr. Srrunk. As I explained before, with the Taft-Hartley group, 
and belonging to the Taft-Hartley group. 

Then he told her she would make out a new resignation from the 
Communist Party, to send it to Cleveland, and back-date it. 

Mr. TavenneEr. Back-date the resignation ? 

Mr. Srrunx. Back-date it. Then we went to visit Forrest Payne. 
He was another union Communist Party member, to visit him in the 
hospital. When we came back, Betty Nelson had the letter ready. 
Joe Brant took the letter. We went to another Communist Party mem- 
ber which was, what would you call it, a notary public, and was a 
Communist Party member, Rose Notz, living on Highland Avenue. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell Notz, please ? 

Mr. Strunk. N-o-t-z, R-o-s-e. 

Mr. Tavenner. And Rose Notz was known to you to be a member 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Strunk. She was a member of the Communist Party. She 
paid me dues many times. She was a notary public and this state- 
ment had to be notarized, this letter of resignation from the party, 
and Rose Notz hesitated because she knew that was back-dated. We 
told her, Joe Brant did. But she stamped it and notarized it anyway. 

Mr. TavennerR. Was Betty Nelson present ? 

Mr. Strunk. You mean at the time—— 

Mr. Tavener. Was she present at the time the notary signed the 
affidavit ? 

Mr. Strunk. No. Joe Brant and I took the letter from her, at 
her home, went to the notary public, Rose Notz, who was a Commu 
nist Party member for sure, and she notarized that letter. 

Mr. TavENNER. So there you have the situation where one Com- 
munist Party member took the oath of a person who was not even 
present, and back-dated a period of time in order to cover up and evade 
the provisions of the Taft-Hartley Act? 

Mr. Strunk. Right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, Mr. Strunk, I have asked you to prepare a list 
from your memory of all of the persons from whom you collected 
dues during the period that you were dues collector of the Communist 





1 See appendix, pp. 6883-6884. 








6820 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE DAYTON, OHIO, AREA 


Party, and the names of any other persons who were known to you 
personally to have been members of the Communist Party. Have 
you prepared such a list ¢ 

Mr. Strunk. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. I would like you to give the committee the informa- 
tion which has resulted from your own recollection, and your work. 
I want it to be absolutely plain and certain that you are giving names 
of only persons known to you. 

Mr. Strunk. I will. 1 am under oath. 

Mr. Tavenner. To be members of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Srrunx. Lam underoath. I will tell the truth. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you proceed then to give us those names and 
in giving them I would like for you to spell the names so that we 
may be very accurate about the names. I want you to give the address 
that they had at that time, if you can recall it, and any other descrip- 
tive information you can about the individual. In doing this, too, I 
wish you would advise the committee of the character of activities 
that the individual engaged in as a member of the Communist Party 
where you recall it. 

If the person whose name you are mentioning has withdrawn from 
the Communist Party to your knowledge, I think you should tell the 
committee that also, where you have evidence to indicate that they 
have withdrawn from the party. 

If it is a deceased person involved, don’t mention the name at all. 
There is no value to that. Do you understand ? 

Mr. Strunk. I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right, sir, if you will proceed. 

Mr. Strunk. Ruby Arnold, A-r-n-o-]-d. 

Mr. Tavenner. The first name is Ruby ? 

Mr. Srrunk. R-u-b-y, Ruby Arnold. She lives on Oak Ridge 
Drive, is a housewife. She belonged to the city group. We had sev- 
eral meetings at her residence, and her husband, Edward Arnold, was 
very much opposed, against her activities, and very much opposed to 
the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right, proceed. 

Mr. Srrunkx. Elmer O. Armstrong. Do you want me to spell 
them ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Spell them for the record. 

Mr. Srrunk. E-]-m-e-r A-r-m-s-t-r-o-n-g. 

Mr. Tavenner. Elmer is the first name ? 

Mr. Srrunk. A colored fellow. That is all I know about him. 
He wasactiveinthe unions. He paid dues, too. 

[ have to add, Ruby Arnold, she paid dues to me. 

Lewis Booth—— 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell the first name ? 

Mr. Strunk. L-e-w-i-s B-o-o-t-h. 

Mr. Tavenner. Lewis Booth, B-o-o0-t-h? 

Mr. Srrunk. B-o-o-t-h, 505 Lexington Avenue. He used to belong 
to the professional group. He was not active as a Communist for 
several years, after I was exposed as a Federal agent working for the 
Federal Government in the Communist Party. Lewis Booth sent me 
a letter that he regretted that he ever was such a dope and belonged 
to the Communist Party. He congratulated me for the work I did 
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for the United States Government, to be an undercover agent for the 
FBI in the Communist Party. I turned the letter in to the FBI, too. 

Mr. Crarpy. When was this? 

Mr. Strunk. Last year, in September or November. 

Mr. Crarpy. He still resides in this area ? 

Mr. Srrunk. At the present time I don’t think he is in Dayton. 1| 
think he is in California right now. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. Proceed. 

Mr. Strunk. Arnold DeWolfe Braithwaite. 

A-r-n-o-l-d D-e-W-o-]l-f-e B-r-a-i-t-h-w-a-i-t-e. Colored. He be- 
longed to the city branch. We had several meetings at the Summit 

Street place of the Communist Party. As far as I know, he is living 
in New York. 

Joe Brant. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have already told us of Joe Brant, so it is not 
necessary to repeat that. I will have questions to ask you later about 
it, more questions about his activity. 

Mr. Srrunx. Wilma Payne Bond, Wi-l-m-a P-a-y-n-e B-o-n-d. 
She was a Communist Party member wah the name Wilma Payne. 
Her second husband was named Bond. She used to live in Green- 
mont Village and was, so far as I know, a factory worker, paid me 
dues, and attended meetings of the Communist Party, closed meetings. 

Paul E. Dunman, Pa-u-l FE, D-u-n-m-a-n, 28 Cambridge Avenue. 
He was an international representative of the UE. He attended many 
meetings and paid me dues. 

Roger Dunham, R-o-g-e-r D-u-n-h-a-m. He was also an under- 
cover operator for the FBI. He was exposed at the Hupman trial 
last year. He was the agent for the Dayton section, took care of the 
Worker and Daily Worker. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, we have taken his testimony in exec 
utive session. 

Mr. Scnerer. Yes; I recall that. 

Mr. Srrunk. Herman Ensley, H-e-r-m-a-n E-n-s-l-e-y. He came 
into Dayton from Springfield, Ohio. It was in the beginning when 
I became a Communist Party member. He was in Dayton only a 
very short time, and he was elected at one meeting as the secretary of 
the party, but then he disappeared somewhere in the West. He paid 
dues to me and attended meetings with me. 

Mr. Tavenner. The name is E-n-s-l-e-y 

Mr. Strunk. Ensley. Mrs. Ensley also, he same way. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was her first name ? 

Mr. Strunk. Mamie, M-a-m-i-e. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. 

Mr. Srrunk. Clara Fiering, C-l-a-r-a F-i-e-r-i-n-g. She was the 
wife of Henry Fiering, very active Communist Party representative, 
union representative. She attended many meetings. She used to live 
in Greenmont Village and paid dues to me. 

Mr. Crarpy. Spell that name again. 

Mr. Strunk. F-i-e-r-i-n-g. 

Henry Fiering, H-e-n-r-y F-i-e-r-i-n-g, husband of Clara Fiering, 
international representative for the UE; lived in Greenmont Village, 
attended many meetings with me, and pi aid me dues, 

Andrew T. Gad, A-n-d-r-e-w T. G-a-d. He worked for the UE, 
attended several meetings with him, and he paid me dues. 








6822 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE DAYTON, OHIO, AREA 


Arthur L. Garfield, A-r-t-h-u-r L. G-a-r-f-i-e-l-d, international rep- 
resentative for the UE. He used to live in Dayton. He attended sev- 
eral meetings with me and he paid me dues. 

Ella Mae Garner, E-l-l-a M-a-e G-a-r-n-e-r. She was an office 
worker. I don’t know which union it was. She paid me dues and 
attended meetings. She once was elected in the Biltmore Hotel in 
the general section party me nm as the corresponding secretary 
for the Communist Party. I don’t exactly know what year it was, 
but she waselected. She never performed her duty. 

Joe Garner, husband of Ella Mae; J-o-e G-a-r-n-e-r. He is a milk- 
man. He was a member of the Communist Party, attended meetings, 
and he is a milkman. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you collect dues from him ? 

Mr. Strunk. He paid me dues, I collected dues off of him. 

Joseph V. Glatterman, schoolteacher. G-l-a-t-t-e-r-m-a-n. I don’t 
know where he lives any more, in Dayton. I think he is a schoolteacher 
for some Jewish school. He attended many meetings with me, and 
he paid me dues. 

James Hack, J-a-m-e-s H-a-c-k. He was a member in the beginning 
when I became a member of the Communist Party. He was not very 
active, and we tried several times to get him active. Once several 
years ago he distributed union leaflets. We made him. That is all the 
activity and that is all I know about him. His wife, Mary, the same 
thing. 

Walter F. Hackmer, W-a-l-t-e-r F. H-a-c-k-m-e-r, 2101 Watervliet 
Avenue, in Greenmont Village. He was a salesman. He belonged to 
the professional group in the beginning. He is not in Dayton. He 
attended me : tings with me and p: id me dues. 

Virginia B. Hackmer, Walter Hackmer’s wife. V-i r-g-i-n-i-a B. 
H-a-c-k-m-e-r, same address, 2101 Watervliet Avenue. She was a 
caseworker for the Children’s Bureau of the City of Dayton in 1950. 
She was also a member of the professional group some time, when we 
had a professional group, and she paid me dues and attended several 
meetings with me. 

Mr. Scuerer. Was this particular person that you have just men- 
tioned a member of the party at the time you left the party in 1952? 

Mr. Strunk. She was not living in town any more. She moved, 
I don’t know where, to Pittsburgh, I think. 

Mr. Scuerer. And she was a member as late as 1950 to your know]- 
edge ? 

Mr. Strunk. I don’t recall what year she left. 

Mr. Tavenner. Our investigation shows she is now living in Indiana. 

Mr. Scuerer. When was the last date you knew her to be a mem- 
ber of the party ? 

Mr. Srrunx. Offhand I couldn’t tell the exact year to be truthful, 
but I think it was at least 4 years ago. 

Mr. Scuerer. Proceed. 

Mr. Strunk. Robert A. Harrison, R-o-b-e-r-t A. H-a-r-r-i-s-o-n, 
54 Baltimore Avenue. He used to live in Greenwich Village, I think 
on Queens Avenue. He was an officer of 768, CIO. I attended many 
meetings with him. We had meetings at his house. Gus Hall, the 
secretary of the Ohio Communist Party, was present. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you identify him as a member of the UE? 

Mr. Srrunk. Yes. 
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Mr. Tavenner. That was not the IUE; it was the UE, is that 
correct ? 

Mr. Strunk. UE, the old UE. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is Robert A. Harrison, right ? 

Mr. Strunk. Right. 

Mr. Scuerer. You said he was an officer of that local, did you? 

Mr. Strunk. He was an officer, and a bartender. He was an officer 
of that union, correct. 

Mr. Scuerer. Go ahead, Mr. Strunk. 

Mr. Strunk. To be correct, he was an officer of the CIO union. I 
never could keep them apart. He was an officer in the CIO union. 
During the Univis Lens strike he was at 768 and supported the strike 
as a union officer. I think he was on the strike board. 

Gus Hall, State secretary in Cleveland, Ohio. He was the chairman 
of the party in Cleveland, Ohio. 

Melvin Hupman, M-e-l-v-i-n, H-u-p-m-a-n, works for General 
Motors, Frigidaire; lives in Clarkesville. I think he used to belong 
to local 801, CIO. He attended many meetings, many executive board 
meetings with myself. He paid me dues personally. 

Anne Hill, A-n-n-e H-i-l-1], 315 East Lincoln, Dayton, Ohio. She is 
secretary of the CIO office, I think it is 754. She came in from Cleve- 
land with this assumed name. This is not her name, but that is all 
the name we know. She was a very active Communist Party worker 
and organizer since she came to Dayton. She is very active in organ- 
ized labor, and very very active and sincere in the Communist Party 
movement. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was she active in the degree that you have men- 
tioned at the time you left the Communist Party? 

Mr. Srrunx. She was very active. 

Mr. TAVEN NER. 1952? 

Mr. Srrunk. Correct. 

Herbert Hirschberg, he was an international representative, CIO. 
I attended several meetings with him and he paid dues to myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Spell Hirschberg. 

Mr. Strunk. H-i-r-s-c-h-b-e-r-g. 

Mr. Tavenner. The first name is Herbert ? 

Mr. Srrunk. H-e-r-b-e-r-t, Herbert Hirschberg, international rep- 
resentative. 

Virginia Hipple, she used to be employed at Masters when she was 
a member of the Communist Party, Dayton, Ohio. Now she is yeees- 
dent of 754 UE, and was a member of the party when I left the Com 
munist Party. 

Mr. Scuerer. What year was that? 

Mr. Srrunxk. 1952, at the beginning of 1952. 

Mr. Watrter. You say she is at the present time the president of the 
local of UE? 

Mr. Srrunk. 754. She is a woman. 

Mr. Criarpy. How long has she been president ? 

Mr. Strunk. I don’t know. 

Mr. Criarpy. How long? 

Mr. Strunk. You mean the time she is president of that union? 

Mr. Crarpy. Yes. 

Mr. Srrunk. I couldn’t tell the time when she became president. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Some little time, though ? 
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Mr. Strunk. Yes, some little time. 

Mr. Scnerer. She is under subpena to appear before us? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Proceed. 

Mr. Srrunk. Frank Hashmall, F-r-a-n-k H-a-s-h-m-a-l-l. He was 
part organizer, part secretary, for the Cincinnati Communist Party 
and the Dayton section. He attended many meetings with me, and 
many executive board meetings. But I think he paid his dues in 
Cincinnati. He was many times in Dayton as the main speaker and 
organizer for the Communist Party which I attended. 

Mr. Scurrer. He is now in the Ohio Penitentiary. 

Mr. Srrunk. Correct, for false car registration. 

Mr. Scuerer. In connection with Communist Party activities. 

Mr. Strunk. Several people came into town, to Dayton, when the 
Communist Party tried to go underground. Frank Hashmall came 
to my house, wanted to get rid of his car, change his license plate and 
his appearance. We went to Morris Patterson, he is a used-car dealer, 
to trade in his ear. SROnr is Patterson advised us there were many 
cars that color, gray Chevvy; he should go and sell the car to a trusted 
person, and he did sell the car to me, and I sold it back to him under 
an assumed name. He got a different license plate and a different 
registration card with a different name on it. 

Mr. Scuerer. He went through that illegal procedure in order to 
hide his identity; did he not? 

Mr. Srrunk. Correct, yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. Hide his identity because of his activities in connec- 
tion with the Communist Party ; is that correct ? 

Mr. Srrunk. Very correct, yes. 

Mr. Scurrer. And it is for that offense, illegal registration, that 
he is now serving time in the Ohio Penitentiary, is that right ? 

Mr. Strunk. Correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Morris Patterson involved in the prosecution 
inany way ¢ 

Mr. Srrunx. No. We only went there to try to trade the car in, and 
he advised us, he would give, tr: ade it in gladly, a good deal, and he 
said there are a lot of gray cars; the license number would be different, 
and the registration card would be different. We took his advice and 
worked it that way. 

Mr. Tavenner. Why did you go to Morris Patterson? 

Mr. STRU nk. Morris Patterson was for some time a member of the 
Communist Party and for some time he donated money, several months, 
$25 a month. That was the time when we had a full-time secret ry, 
Louis Secundy, in Dayton, Ohio. To support him we had to take 
money from donations. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think I will ask you other questions at this time 
relating to this matter of going underground by the use of various 
devices. Were you approached to enter into the same kind of a trans- 
action involving an automobile for other leading Communist Party 
members in this area ? 

Mr. Strunk. Yes. 

Mr. TAavENNER. How many times altogether ? 

Mr. Srrunx. The next person that came in was Rappaport from 
Columbus. We went through the same procedure. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was Rappaport’s first name? 
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Mr. Srrunx. I don’t recall his first name. He was a very active 
Communist in the Columbus area. 

Mr. TavenNER. About what age man was he? 

Mr. Strunx. I beg your pardon? 

Mr. Tavenner. About what age man was he? 

Mr. Strunk. I would say not more than 28. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. Tell the committee what happened. 

Mr. Strunk. We went through the same procedure. We went to 
the Car Registration Bureau. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you go to the same man, Patterson? 

Mr. Srrunx. No. At that time we did not go to Patterson. We 
went through the same procedure as we did with Frank Hashmall. 
We went to the license bureau. He sold me the car; I sold it back to 
him. Then he got the plates and the registration card, and then he 
disappeared. I never saw him since. 

Mr. Scurerer. That procedure was followed again for the purpose 
of hiding that individual’s identity as a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Strunk. Very correct. 

Mr. Crarpy. And was that so he could take part in some strike 
activities, did you say ? 

Mr. Strunk. That I wouldn’t recall. 

Mr. Crarpy. I thought you said something about a strike in connec- 
tion with the first one. I wasn’t sure I understood you. Why was 
this done in addition to just the general idea of concealing his identity ? 
Was there something specific in mind at the time? 

Mr. Srrunx. Because the United States Government tried to close 
in on the Communist Party. The first ones were already indicted or 
in jail. All different people got scared, and one by one disappeared. 
Some came to Dayton here to live undercover, and some dyed their 
hair. Frank Hashmall once disappeared for a long time. He came 
back. I didn’t recognize him, so skinny, wore glasses, a different ap- 
pearance altogether. 

Mr. Ciarpy. He did not dye his hair ? 

Mr. Strunk. Just Hall did that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was there any other occasion where your services 
were obtained in this sort of a guise? 

Mr. Strunk. One day Joe Brant came into town. 

Mr. TavENNER. Who? 

Mr. Strunk. Joe Brant. The labor official of the Communist Party 
in Cleveland. He was asking me the same thing, but then he went to 
a different person and I don’t know exactly—I think I know, but I am 
not sure. I will not say who he went to. He went through the same 
procedure with the car registration as the other two went through with 
me. But Joe Brant after that had a different car license too. 

Mr. Scuerer. These procedures for hiding identity took place as 
late as what year ? 

Mr. Srrunk. I couldn’t tell the exact year. It could have been 

Mr. Scuerer. You got out of the party in 1952? 

Mr. Srrunk. Yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. How long before you got out of the party did these 
take place? 
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Mr. Strunk. I would say 3 or 4 years, 1948, 1949. I am not very 
correct on that vear. It could have been around that time. 

Mr. Scuerer. Go ahead, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right, proceed. Frank Hashmall was the last 
one you told us about. 

Mr. Strunk. Julie Jacobs, J-u-]-i-e J-a-c-o-b-s, 1718 West Riverview 
Avenue, Dayton, Ohio. When she was a party member in Dayton she 
was an office worker at 768 

Mr. Ciarpy. May I inquire, Mr. Chairman ? 

Mr. Scnerer. Yes. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Cuarpy. This Julie Jacobs, according to the information I have, 
now lives in Michigan, Bay City, and is engaged at the moment in 
helping foment trouble that is going on at one of the companies en- 
gaged in guided missile work for the defense of our country, the 
Square D strike in Detroit Iam referring to. 

Do you have any idea as to whether she left this part of the coun 
try and moved into Mic hig ran ? 

Mr. Srrunk. Well. she. after the Univis strike, Julie was trans- 
ferred somewhere to Pennsylvania. I don’t know exactly where. 

Mr. Scuerer. Pardon me. You say transferred— 

Mr. Strunk. By the union, asa union worker. 

Mr. Scurrer. By the party or by the union ? 

Mr. Srrunxk. Well, it could have been because the union was con- 
trolled by the party then, the union she works for. 

Mr. Scuerer. What union was it that was controlled by the party 
at that time ? 

Mr. Strunk. It wasthe UE, and not the IUF, the UE. 

Mr. Cruarpy. There is a UE strike that I referred to in Detroit. 
She is, according to my information, taking an active part in it. 

Mr. Srrunk. From Pennsylvania I think she went to Kentucky. 
She might be in Michigan. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me ask you more about her. What position 
did she hold in the union : do you know ? 

Mr. Srrunk. She was an office worker, paid by the union, as far as 
I understand. And one meetine— 

Mr. Tavenner. Justa moment. Who was her superior? 

Mr. Srrunx. Mr. Kirkendall. He was, I think, the secretary of 
768 at that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was Mr. Kirkendall’s first name ? 

Mr. Strunk. K. M. Kirkendall. 

Mr. Tavenner. She worked in his office ? 

Mr. Srrunk. Correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. While he was secretary of the union ? 

Mr. Strunk. He was her boss. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, she was a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Strunk. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he known to you to be a member of the Com- 
munist Party also, that is, Mr. K. M. Kirkendall ? 

Mr. Srrunk. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Had both of them paid dues to you? 

Mr. Strunk. Correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was there any time when any special services of 
Julie Jacobs were sought by the Communists ? 
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Mr. Strunk. dulie Jacobs was very active in the Communist Party, 
in the whole Dayton section. One meeting I remember; it was in 
Hupman’s residence. Mr. K. M. Kirkendall was present and Julie 
Jacobs was present. Kirkendall was advised to let Julie Jacobs do 
party work and to be paid by the union, her salary to be paid by the 
union. 

Mr. Scuerer. You mentioned Kirkendall. Is he the former State 
senator ¢ 

Mr. Srrunk. Former State senator. 

Mr. Scurrer. We have issued a subpena for Kirkendall, haven't 
we? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Scurrer. Have you found him? 

Mr. TaAveNNER. Our investigation discloses he is in another State. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did your investigation disclose when he left the 
State / 

Mr. Tavenner. I don’t believe I should make a public statement 
about that. 

Mr. Scuerer. All right. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Chairman, may I pursue this line right at this 
point for a second ? 

Mr. 7 HERER. Yes. 

Mr. Crarpy. Witness, having seen the list that you have there, and 
eee of the fact that the Square D strike in Detroit has been fos- 
tered and carried on and directed by the Communist Party, as a 
matter of fact, Mr. Chairman, Philip Saba, who has been identified 
by this committee as a member of the Communist Party, has been sent 
out from the East to direct the thing, and we have the identity in 
Michigan so far of quite a number of others. Look forward on your 
list, you have the name of a Forrest Payne, P-a-y-n-e. 

Mr. Srrunx. I have. 

Mr. Crarpy. He also at the moment is, according to my informa 
tion, engaged in carrying on the work of the party in the Square D 
strike at Detroit. 

Now, if you don’t mind, let’s explore his activities when he was 
here. I would like to tie those two together, the Jacobs and P ayne 
hames., 

Mr. Srrunk. As far as I know, Payne was very active during the 
Univis strike, Univis Lens strike. While active in the strike, any 
time he was in Dayton here he was on the Communist Party dues list. 
He paid me dues. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Regularly ? 

Mr. Strunk. Regularly, yes. , 

Mr. Cuarpy. Then did he occupy any position in the union that 
you know of while he was here ? 

Mr. Srrunk. I think he was an organizer. I remember once when 
the party went underground we couldn’t meet more than 3 or 4 people, 
Pearl Hupman, Forrest Payne, and myself, we had a secret. meeting, 
and Hupman then was sitting in a car. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Chairman, I tied that in there now because about 
a week ago Thursday or Friday I wrote the Attorney General, calling 
his attention to some of the facts that we have thus far accumulated 
in connection with the Square D strike and the fact that it is being 
directed by a man that we have identified as a Communist. I called 








6828 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE DAYTON, OHIO, AREA 


his attention to the fact that several others were Communists, and 
asked him to invoke the new Anti-Communist Act that is now on the 
books. 

In other words, I think this will give him the first and best oppor- 
tunity to test out some of the questions that are bound to be raised in 
connection with it. There is no doubt about the fact that that strike 
is started by the Communist Party, carried on and directed by Com- 
munists, and is being done so for the purpose of interrupting the 
program of arming the Nation against Communist threat. 

Mr. Scuerer. What did you say the company manufactures 

Mr. Ciarpy. Among other things it is engaged in making atid 
missiles, one of the most important items on our defense program. 
Incidentally, the only issue that. is present in the strike at the moment, 
it is not a (geen of wages, working hours, working conditions, any- 
thing else, but there have been over 99 working stoppages within a 
short period, and the company is insisting on a no-strike provision 
during the term of the contract. That is down the Communist alley. 
They will not go for it. It has been tied up over 3 months. 

Mr. Water. May I ask a question ? 

Mr. Scuerer. Yes. 

Mr. Watrer. In your experience as an undercover agent for the 
FBI, did you know of any case where there was an organizer, a high 
official of the UE, who was not a member of the Communist Party 
of this community ¢ 

Mr. Srrunk. Well, do you have reference to any particular time? 

Mr. Waurer. During the period of your work for the FBI. 

Mr. Srrunk. Well, that is a broad question. It is many years. I 
know for certain that during the Univis Lens strike there was the 
whole strike board, it was all Communist Party members, except one 
man. He hada hell ofatime there. His name was Oakie Wornstaff. 

Mr. ScHerer. How many were on that board ? 

Mr. Srrunk. I think Oakie Wornstaff could tell you more about 
this. I can identify 

Mr. Tavenner. I expect to go into that. 

Mr. Scuerer. Before we go any further, I want to go back to K. M. 
Kirkendall, the man you said was a former State senator, and this 
committee tried to serve him with a subpena. He was also an official 
of the union, wasn’t he ? 

Mr. Strunk. Yes, 768. 

Mr. Scuerer. What was his officia]— 

Mr. Strunk. I think he was the president. 

Mr. Scuerer. And for how many years, do you know ? 

Mr. Strunk. I don’t know; many years. 

Mr. Scuerer. He is presently engaged in the real estate business 
here in Dayton, isn’t he ? 

Mr. Srrunx. Yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. That is the man you have been unable to serve, is 
that right ? 

Mr. Jones. Yes. 

Mr. Scurrer. Mr. Counsel, I understand that in addition to the 
identification today by Mr. Strunk, Kermit Kirkendall has also been 
identified by two other individuals who appeared before our com- 
mittee in executive session. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is correct. 
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Mr. Scuerer. You may proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, we were talking about this meeting at which 
Mr. Kirkendall was asked if his secretary, Julie Jacobs, could engage 
in Communist Party work and be paid by the union ¢ 

Mr. Strunk. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, what was done about that? What did Mr. 
Kirkendall say, if anything? 

Mr. Srrunk. This came up, open, in the meeting at Hupman’s resi 
dence, Pinnacle Road. Kirkendall was criticized, that he shouid let 
Julie Jacobs do party work and pay her through the union’s money ; 
let her do party work, keep her in the office, and pay her just like you 
pay the union secretary. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, did she work that way for the Communist 
Party or not? 

Mr. Srrunk. She did a lot of work for the Communist Party that 
time. 

Mr. Tavenner. And was she paid by the union for that work ? 

Mr. Strunk. She did not work full time, but she worked a lot of 
hours for the Communist Party and was paid by the union. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, what union was that, do you know ? 

Mr. Strunk. It must have been 768. That is Kirkendall’s union. 
It used to be on East Fifth Street. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did the rank and file membership of that union 
know its funds were being used directly to pay for Communist Party 
work ? 

Mr. Strunk. Not the rank and file. Only a few knew that, those 
that were present at the Communist Party meeting. 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Counsel, you said Mr. Kirkendall’s union. You 
mean the UE? 

Mr. TavenNerR. Yes, the local of which Mr. Kirkendall was an 
official. 

What was the character of work that Julie Jacobs was doing for 
the Communist Party while being paid by the union ? 

Mr. Strunk. Mimeographing leaflets, setting up the leaflets, and 
taking care of the work, pamphlets and stuff. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know what kind of leaflets these were that 
she worked on? 

Mr. Strunk. Definitely Communist Party leaflets. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Did you say several ? 

Mr. Strunk. Definitely Communist Party leaflets, prepared in the 
office, on a union mimeographing machine; used union mimeograph 
paper and ink, paid by the union, used for Communist Party purposes. 

Mr. Tavenner. So that the local union was furnishing the Com- 
munist Party not only the services of Julie Jacobs, but a mimeograph 
machine, and with ink and paper ? 

Mr. Srrunk. Correct. The rank and file didn’t know. 

Mr. TAveNNER. Over how long a period of time do you think the 
Communist Party got the use of these facilities of the union? 

Mr. Srrunk. I would say several years. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Several years. All right. 

Now, let us return to the question of names. Julie Jacobs you have 
described. 

Mr. Srrunk. At the time Julie Jacobs was in Dayton, she was 
always a very active Communist Party member. She attended many 
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meetings with me, went many times with me on the Worker brigade 
to sell Sunday and Daily Workers. She attended many meetings. 
She paid me dues very regul: iwly. 

Mr. Tavenner. Proceed. 

Mr. Srrunk. Irene Jacobs, sister of Julie Jacobs, J-a-c-o-b-s, same 
‘eager nr West Riverview Avenue. She used to be the dues collector 
for the City Club. 

Mr. Crarpy. What? 

Mr. Strunk. Dues collector for the City Club. Each group had a 
separate dues collector besides me. I was the dues collector of the 
whole Dayton section. 

Mr. Cuarpy. They were your assistants more or less? 

Mr. Srrunk. Correct. 

Mr. Ciarpy. By the way, did you get paid for any of this work ? 

Mr. Srrunk. Yes. 

Mr. Crarpy. Any considerable amount ? 

Mr. Srrunk. No. 

Mr. Ciarpy. What kind of wage does the Communist Party pay to 
their workers ? 

Mr. Srrunk. You mean the Communist Party? I had to give them 
money. 

Mr. Cuarpvy. That is what I thought. When they talk about.a living 
wage for the worker, they don’t mean people working for the Com- 
munist Party, do they / 

Mr. Srrunk. I thought you were asking for the FBI payments. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. You may proceed, please. 

Mr. Srrunk. Arnold Johnson. He was the State secretary of the 
Communist Party in Dayton. When I became an undercover agent 
for the FBI, and became a member of the Communist Party, Arnold 
Johnson was the State secretary for the Communist Party of Ohio. I 
attended many meetings with him, had a lot of discussions about com- 
munism.,. 

Louis L. Kaplan. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell Louis? 

Mr. Strunk. L-o-u-i-s K-a-p-l-a-n. He was an international repre- 
sentative for the UE; very active during the Univis Lens strike. He 
was a member when he was in Dayton; paid me dues. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know from what part of the country he came 
when he first moved into Dayton ¢ 

Mr. Strunk. [I think from New York, more strictly from Cleveland. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right, let’s proceed. 

Mr. Srrunk. Richard (Dick) Kent, R-i-c-h-a-r-d K-e-n-t. He was 
active during the Univis strike. He was for some time the secretary 
of the progressive party in Dayton, and he was a member of the pro- 
fessional group, when we had a professional group, in the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right, proceed. 

Mr. Srrunk. K. M. Kirkendall, K-i-r-k-e-n-d-a-]-]. 

Mr. Tavenner. I do not think it is necessary to make further men- 
tion of him. You described him a few moments ago. 

Mr. Srrunk. I beg your pardon? 

Mr. Tavenner. I say, you have already talked about Mr. Kirkendall. 

Mr. Srrunk. There is something I forgot about Kirkendall. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. 
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Mr. Srrunk. Kirkendall attended very many meetings with me in 
the Communist Party. He paid me dues. He paid me dues and he 
was a Communist Party member while he was a State senator. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he a member of the Communist Party before 
he became a State senator ? 

Mr. Strunk. He was in the Communist Party before be became a 
State senator, and while, and after he was defeated again. He was 
a member of the Communist Party when he was the president of 

Mr. Tavenner. Did the Communist Party itself play any particular 
part in his election to ‘he senate ? 

Mr. Strunk. During his election ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Srrunx. Very much. We worked hard to get Kirkendall 
elected. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right; proceed. 

Mr. Srrunk. Anton Kirchmerek, A-n-t-o-n K-i-r-c-h-m-e-r-e-k. 
He came from Cleveland, Ohio, from the State party office, and at- 
tended several meetings with me. He never paid me dues. He was 
from Cleveland. 

Sak Levin, S-a-k L-e-v-i-n. He came from somewhere out of town. 
He was put into the Dayton Communist Party section to be an organ- 
izer in the Dayton Communist Party. When he came to Dayton, he 
was an organizer for the Communist Party in Dayton. Then he moved 
from Cleveland to Akron. He tried to organize the Veterans Housing 
Administration in Dayton, which was defeated. Sak Levin didn’t get 
to third base there, to infiltrate in the Veterans’ Housing Administra- 
tion. 

Mr. TAaveNner. I am not certain that I understand you. Do you 
say they were or were not successful in infiltrating ¢ 

Mr. Srrunk. The Communist Party was not successful to infiltrate 
any veterans housing. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know why that was? 

Mr. Strunk. That I don’t know. 

At the time he was living in Dayton, he paid me dues. The same 
with his wife—I don’t have the first name—was a member of the Com- 
munist Party and paid me dues. 

Mr. TavenNer. Who? 

Mr. Srrunk. Sak Levin’s wife. I haven’t got it marked on my 
paper. She was a Communist Party member, too. 

Louis Ladman. 

Mr. TavenNeER. Spell it, please. 

Mr. Srrunk. L-o-u-i-s L-a-d-m-a-n. He was an out-of-town Com- 
munist Party member, coming into Dayton to be under cover. His 
mail came to my own door, under a different name, and TI handed him 
the mail. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the reason for keeping his identity secret ? 

Mr. Srrunx. Because he was from somewhere out of town, I think 
from Cleveland, and he was living in Dayton here; not to be known 
he was that person. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Well, was he a person of any prominence in the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Srrunk. He must have been. He never would say anything, 
you know, about his background, but he was under cover. He told 
me himself he was hiding. 
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Mr. Tavenner. At the time you left the Communist Party, was he 
still active in Dayton ? 

Mr. Srrunx. Yes. still active. 

Mr. TavenNnER. Was he considered one of the leaders in Dayton at 
that time? 

Mr. Strunk. Very correct. He was born in Russia. We couldn’t 
find his name until the FBI showed me all different kinds of pictures, 
and I identified the name. Then he had about half a dozen different 
names. His name in Dayton was Louis Ladman. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right, proceed, please. 

Mr. Srrunx. He attended very many Communist Party meetings 
with me, and he always was in the leadership, and advising. 

James Lockwood, J-a-m-e-s L-o-c-k-w-o-o-d. He used to live on 
Wyoming Street. He became a member of the Communist Party in 
1948, I would say. He was a very active member, paid me dues, and 
attended many meetings with me. 

Alice Pearl Lockwood, same name, James’ wife. She joined the 
Communist Party in later years, maybe in 1950. 

Walter Lohman, W-a-]-t-e-r L-o-h-m-a-n. I atfended several meet- 
ings with Walter Lohman. He paid me dues. He was very active in 
the Communist Party, especially his wife. He is one of those that 
signed the Taft-Hartley affidavit. 

Mr. Scuerer. Where is Lohman now ? 

Mr. Strunk. He is living in Dayton, Wayne Avenue. 

Mr. Scuerer. What does he do? 

Mr. Srrunk. Working at Yellow Springs, Vernay Laboratories. 

Mr. Scuerer. What kind of laboratory is that ¢ 

Mr. Srrunk. I couldn’t tell you exactly. It is a well-known place 
there. 

Mr. Scurrer. You knew him to be a member of the Communist 
Party as late as what date? 

Mr. Srrunx. Until I was exposed during the Hupman trial. 

Mr. Scuerer. Will you repeat the date again ? 

Mr. Srrunx. That was the Federal trial against Melvin Hupman, 
in Federal court, when I was exposed as an FBI undercover agent. 

Mr. Scuerer. Was he working for the Vernay Laboratories at that 
time? 

Mr. Srrunk. Ithinkso. He is still working there. 

Mr. Scuerer. How many years has he been connected with the 
Vernay Laboratories ? 

Mr. Srrunk. Several years. I don’t know exactly how many. 

Mr. Scuerer. What is his profession or occ upation ? 

Mr. Srrunx. I am not sure yet if he is a toolmaker or something. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right, proceed, please. 

Mr. Strunk. Hy Lumer, H-y L-u-m-e-r. He was educational di- 
rector, coming from Cleveland, in schools in Dayton here, Com- 
munist Party educational schools. 

Mr. Tavenner. Describe the educational schools that were held 
here. Did you attend one of them ? 

Mr. Srrunk. Yes; I attended a couple of times, schools, talked 
over certain things or of Political Affairs, which was a Communist 
Party monthly pamphlet. 

I attended once a meeting where Hy Lumer was the leader and 
the teacher. I couldn’t tell you what I was supposed to learn there. 
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I don’t know. We talked about Communist teachings, Communist 
philosophy, but I couldn’t tell you exactly what the item was we 
discussed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were many of the members of the party compelled 
to attend lectures and courses under Hy Lumer? 

Mr. Srrunx. I would say in that school there were about 10 to 15 
people. 

Mr. Tavenner. Ten to fifteen ? 

Mr. Strunk. Ten to fifteen. 

Mr. Tavenner. Allright. Proceed, please. 

Mr. Srrunk. Harry McGill, colored. Harry M-c-G-i-l-l. He 
works at General Motors. He was for some time*the dues collector 
for the Frigidaire group. He was a member of the Frigidaire group 
of the Communist Party. He handed me and paid his own dues to 
me. I attended many meetings, Communist Party meetings, with 
Harry McGill. Harry McGill was the secretary of the Dayton coun- 
cil, and as long as I have known Harry McGill, he was a dues-paying 
member of the Communist Party. 

Lem E. Markland. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell his last name, please ? 

Mr. Srrunk. M-a-r-k-l-a-n-d. 

Mr. Tavenner. Markland. Do you recall his first name? 

Mr. Strunk. Lem, L-e-m. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that the same person as Lemuel Markland, do 
know ? 

Mr. Srrunk. This person was always known to me as just Lem 
Markland. He worked for the, in the labor movement, at the UE, I 
think. He was always in the union, always in the executive board, 
leadership. He was very active during the Univis Lens strike. He 
got knocked over the head, too. He was for many years a Com- 
munist Party member. He paid me dues. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did he ever attend a Communist Party meeting 
in your home? 

Mr. Strunk. Yes. He attended Communist Party meetings in my 
home. I remember one meeting where when the so-called brutal Day- 
ton police knocked all the Communists over the head, all the Com- 
munists had a meeting in my own home. They still had their bloody 
shirts on for propaganda purposes. Lem Markland was one of those 
present. That was strictly a Communist Party meeting. 

Johnny Mitchell, M-i-t-c-h-e-l-l. He was very active during the 
Univis Lens strike. He was, as long as I have known Johnny, until 
he dropped out of the labor movement, several years ago, he was 
always a dues-paying member, so far as I know, until several years 
ago. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I think the record should show at 
this place that this person, Johnny Mitchell, has testified before the 
committee and fully cooperated with it. 

Mr. Scuerer. The record will so indicate. 

Mr. Tavenner. Proceed. 

Mr. Srrunk. Johnny Mitchell was for some time organizer in the 
Steubenville-Wheeling area. 

Moore-Murphy; M-o-o-r-e-M-u-r-p-h-y. He is the first person I 
contacted, and found Communist literature in my own home, in a 
room I rented to him. He was the secretary of the Dayton Com- 
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munist Party at that time. Then later he moved away from Dayton. 
I don’t know what happened to him. 

Charles H. Marcum, C-h-a-r-]-e-s H. M-a-r-c-u-m. Charles Mar- 
cum, as far as I know hin, was alwane active in organized labor, 
UE-CIO, and for several years he was a member of the Communist 
Party, paid me dues. 

Charlene McIntosh, C-h-a-r-l-e-n-e M-c-I-n-t-o-s-h, Negro. As far 
as I know him, he was on my ian s list, and he paid dues. 

William A. Nelson, 1419 West Third Street, Dayton, Ohio. W-i-l- 
l-i-a-m A. N-e-]-s-o-n. William Nelson is the person that handed 
me the application in 1944 to become a Communist Party member. 
He gave me the membership card after several days, and I signed 
the application. He always was very active in the Communist Party 
movement. He was very active in Communist Party meetings with 
me. He always paid me dues, and many times he handed me money. 
He collected from people who were not Communist Party members. 

Betty (Elizabeth) Nelson, B-e-t-t-y E-l-i-z-a-b-e-t-h ‘N-e-l-s-o-n. 
She lived on Edison Street. She was i former financial secretary 
of Local 755, UE. I knew Betty for many years to be a Communist 
Party member. Betty paid me due for many times. Betty Nelson 
once was sick. The Communist Party gave her $25 to help her over 
her bad times she had. She was sick and lost a lot of pay. Betty 
Nelson is the one that signed the Taft-Hartley affidavit. Betty Nel- 
son is the one who Joe Brant and I agreed with to change the date 
and renew the resignation from the Communist Party. 

William C. Notz, W-i-l-l-i-a-m C. N-o-t-z, 1023 Highland Avenue, 
Dayton Ohio. I know Notz, we will say, from the beginning when 
I became a so-called Communist Party member. Bill Notz was many 
years, several years, a member of the Communist Party. He paid 
me dues. Bill Notz got out of the Communist Party. He had once 
an argument and didn’t agree with the Communist Party policy, and 
he dropped out altogether. Bill Notz was nominated in 1945 as dues 
collector for the Communist Party. That meeting was held on Hoag- 
land and Steward Street. I, myself, Art Strunk, was nominated for 
dues collector, and William Notz. During the election, William Notz 
declined, and I got the job for the second year as dues collector for 
the Communist Party. 

William Notz was very active in the Progressive Party. I think 
he was once the financial secretary, took care of some money. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you tell the committee about when it was that 
William Notz dropped out of the Communist Party, about how long 
ago it was 

Mr. Srrunk. How long ago I couldn’t say exactly, but it was sev- 
eral years ago that he didn’t an dues to me. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. 

Mr. Srrunk. Rose Notz, wife of William Notz; R-o-s-e N-o-t-z, 
1023 Highland Avenue, Dayton, Ohio. Rose Notz paid me dues many 
times. She attended many party meetings. I urged her many times 
to attend meetings with me. Rose Notz, the last time I knew about 
her, she worked for the United Church Federation in Dayton as a 
secretary, I think. 

Mr. Tavenner. What relation, if any, is she to William Notz? 

Mr. Strunk. Wife, I mentioned she is the wife to William Notz. 
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Mr. Tavenner. You did. Is she the same person that you told the 
committee about a little while ago as the notary public / 

Mr. Srrunk. I will come to that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who back-dated the aftidavit ? 

Mr. Srrunk. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Even in the absence of the affiant. 

Mr. Srrunk. Rose Notz was the same person as the notary public 
which signed and notarized, and back-dated a statement from Betty 
Nelson to get away from the Communist Party, resign from the Com 
munist Party. 

Bebe Ober, B-e-b-e O-b-e-r. She used to live in Greenmont Village. 
She was, after—as far as I know, a secretary in the 768 union. She 
was very active during the Univis Lens strike. 

Mr. Tavenner. Just a moment. Will you give us the name again, 
please I don’t know that we unde rstood the name. Give the name 
of the person. 

Mr. StrunK. You mean Bebe Ober? 

Mr. TavENNER. Bebe Ober. 

Mr. Strunk. | spelled it, too. 

Mr. TAvENNER. We didn’t understand it. O-b-e-r, isn’t it? 

Mr. Strunk. O-b-e-r. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. 

Mr. Strunk. She was very active during the strike. She paid dues 
tome. I had a lot of trouble collecting it. I have the feeling that Bebe 
at heart never meant to join with the Communist Party. She was 
criticized many times in the Communist Party for not being active 
enough while she was working in the UE, 768 local office there. She 
was very active in the Progressive Party movement, in elections. After 
the Univis Lens strike, she moved out of town. 

Mr. Tavenner. She became an organizer of the UE, did she not ? 

Mr. Srrunk. I couldn’t tell you. She was always at the 768 oflice. 
Whatever the individual work was, I don’t know. 

John Ober, husband of Bebe Ober. J-o-h-n O-b-e-r. John Ober 
was on my dues list. He paid me dues. During the war, John Ober 
attended several meetings, while I was present, Communist Party 
meetings. John was present in his officer’s uniform of the United 
States Army or Air Force. I don’t know that any more. He attended 
discussions and meetings at that time. 

Mr. Scuerer. What rank did he hold ? 

Mr. Srrunk. I couldn’t tell you. He was an officer, either of the 
Air Force or the Army. 

Mr. Watrer. He was inthe Air Force Intelligence, wasn’t he? 

Mr. Srrunk. That I don’t know. He attended Communist Party 
meetings, that I know. 

Mr. Tavenner. Proceed. 

Mr. Srrunk. Forrest Payne, F-o-r-r-e-s-t P-a-y-n-e. Forrest 
Payne was a representative or field organizer of the UE-CIO. He 
attended many party meetings, many executive board meetings with 
me. He paid me dues many times. He was on my dues list. He was 
very active during the Univis Lens strike. At the time when he was in 
Dayton, he paid me dues and was a member of the Communist Party, 
ace ording to my dues record. 

Wilma (Forrest Payne) Bond, former wife of Forrest Payne. The 
new name is Wilma Bond. She attended— 








6836 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE DAYTON, OHIO, AREA 


Mr. TavenNneR. Would you spell the name, please ¢ 
Mr. Strunk. B-o-n-d. She attended several meetings with me, not 


too many, not too active. And she was on my list as a dues-paying 
Communist Party member, and ma peee lues. 
Morris Robert Patterson, M-o-r-r-i-s R-o-b-e-r-t P-a-t-t-e-r-s-o-n, 


718 Lexington Avenue, Dayton, ( thio. Patterson was a member in the 
beginning, when I became the dues collector, and he paid dues. Several 
times I went to him to get collections when he didn’t pay his dues. 
We put it on his dues account anyway. 

Several times I tried to make collections, and Morris Patterson 
sneaked out the back door. He didn’t want to see me. 

Morris Patterson is the one that advised Frank Hashmall to sell his 
ear to me and change his license plates, for the reason to go under: 
ground. 

Herman Pfuhl, H-e-r-m-a-n P-f-u-h-]. He used to live on Fairview 
Avenue. He was very active in the Progressive Party. We had, a 
couple of times, affairs during the war for the United Nations. That 
included Russia. Herman Pfuhl paid dues to me, but in later years 
he disappeared from Dayton. That is all about him. 

Mr. Scurrer. Pardon me, Mr. Witness, for just a moment. It is 
12 o’clock. The witness has been on the stand all morning. I under- 
stand, Mr. Counsel, we will give Mr. Strunk a rest this afternoon, 
and call some other witnesses, is that right ? 

Mr. Tavenner. We would like to finish with him this afternoon. 
We do want to interrupt his testimony for a little while with another 
witness. 

Mr. Watrer. Let him stand by. 

Mr. Tavenner. Stand aside and we will call you back. 

Mr. Scuerer. At this time, the committee will be in recess until 
1:30 this afternoon. 

(Whereupon, at 12 noon, the hearing was recessed until 1:30 p.m 
same day.) 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


(The hearing was resumed at 1:35 p. m., pursuant to recess, Repre 
sentatives Gordon H. Scherer (chairman), Kit Clardy, and Francis E. 
Walter being present. ) 

Mr. Scnerer. The committee will be in session. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Strunk, the last name with which you dealt was 
Mr. Herman Pfuhl. Will you proceed, please, with your statement 
of persons known to you to be, to have been, a member of the Com- 
munist Party from your own experience in the party ? 

Mr. Srrunx. Helen Pope, she was married to Arthur Garfield, 
international representative, a Communist Party member 

Mr. Crarpy. Who? 

Mr. Strunk. Arthur Garfield. 

Mr. Tavenner. He was an international representative of the UE. 

Mr. Srrunk«. After she was married to Arthur Garfield, she be- 
came a member of the Communist Party. I attended several meetings 
with her and she paid dues to me. 

Norton Anthony Russell. He lives on President Street, Yellow 
Springs, Ohio. During the time when Anthony Russell used to live 
in Greenmont Village, we had several meetings in his house, and he 
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was a member of the Communist Party, belonged to the professional 
group, as far as I remember. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. When you say that you had several meetings in 
his house, what kind of meetings were you referring to? 

Mr. Strunk. Communist Party meetings in his house. 

Mr. Warer. Approximately when was that, Mr. Strunk ? 

Mr. Strunk. This is several years ago. 

Mr. Water. Was it after the attack that was made on South Korea ? 

Mr. Strunk. Before. 

Mr. Water. Before. 

Mr. Srrunk. It was before. 

Mr. Warrer. Before June 1950 ? 

Mr. Strunk. Yes, it was before. 

Anthony Russell moved to Yellow Springs, working for Vernay 
Laboratories in Yellow Springs. He wasn’t very active since he moved 
over to Yellow Springs. He attended once a Communist Party picnic 
in Bryan State Park. That is the last time I heard about Anthony 
Russell. He did pay me dues years before when he was a member of 
the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you receive any dues from him after he moved 
to Yellow Springs ? 

Mr. Srrunk. Not personally. 

ee Rinehart, 46 Medina Court, Dayton, Ohio. G-e-n-e R-i-n-e 
h-a-r-t, 46 Medina Court, Dayton, Ohio. When I joined the Commu 
nist P een: he was very active, but later I had a hard time to get dues 

of him. But finally he dropped out of activity altogether. 

His wife, Bess Rinehart, same address, also was a member of the 
party, like Gene Rinehart, for several vears. She paid me dues at 
the same time as Gene Rinehart did. 

Russ Richeson, R-u-s-s R-i-c-h-e-s-o-h. He used to live on Oakland 
Avenue and Stewart Street. When I became a member of the Com- 
munist Party, Russ Richeson was the chairman of the Dayton section 
of the Communist Party. The next year, in 1945, at a meeting at Russ 
Richeson’s residence, same address, I was elected dues collector for the 
whole Dayton section. 

Russ Richeson bought a bond of $100 to defend 11 Communists in 
New York. He paid his dues usually a year in advance, and he worked 
at Frigidaire as a tool maker. Russ Richeson has moved to Califor- 
hia now. 

Herbert Reed, H-e-r-b-e-r-t R-e-e-d. He used to be in Dayton, in 
the beginning, when I joined the Communist Party. He was an offi 
cer in the Communist Party. 

The time, I don’t know exactly what year. He left wee and when 
I became a Communist, he was not in Dayton : any more, but I knew him. 

John Romer, J-o-h-n R-o-m-e-r. He used—he still lives in Yellow 
Springs. He attended a few meetings, and for a very short time he was 
on my dues list as a member of the Dayton section. We had, once, a 
party in his house, just for entertainment. 

I met him twice at a picnic of the Communist Party at Bryan State 
Park, Yellow Springs. 

Several years ago, Gus Hall, secretary of the Ohio State Communist 
Party, came to Dayton. He was living with me for 2 weeks. One of 
the purposes, he came to reorganize a branch of the Communist Party 
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at Yellow Springs, which I heard him many, many times mention a 
branch used to exist there from 1938 to 1944. We contacted John 
Romer’s wife. He explained to her if there wasa possibility to revive 
the Communist Party in Yellow Springs. She explained to him that 
it was impossible, everybody was scared, so he didn’t get any results 
there. 

On the way back, Gus Hall mentioned this whole visit, that the 
people in Yellow Springs were believing in defeatism, didn’t have any 
courage. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Will you repeat that? I wasn’t sure of what you said. 

Mr. Strunk. Defeatism, you know. 

Louis Secundy, L-o-u-i-s S-e-c-u-n-d-y. He was a paid organizer 
of the Dayton section of the Communist Party. He came from New 
York. He was sent in from Cleveland, from the State Communist 
Party, to be a full-time organizer of the Communist Party, Dayton 
section. He later, he wanted to get his wife and family over here. 
We couldn’t furnish him the housing, and Louis Secundy went back 
to New York. He was in Dayton especially during the Univis Lens 
strike, and had a big hand in the strategy of the Univis Lens strike. 

Charlie E. Sims, C-h-a-r-l-i-e E. S-i-m-s, 56 McGee Street. Charlie 
sometimes was on my list as a Communist Party member. He paid 
dues tome. He was a member of the Communist Party when he was 
running for city commissioner here in Dayton, and was defeated. I 
saw Charlie Sims in several meetings of the Communist Party. 
Charlie Sims was definitely on my membership list and paid dues 
to me, to the Communist Party section, Dayton, Ohio. 

Ed Stone (Arthur Garfield )—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know how Sims was employed ? 

Mr. Strunk. He was always very active in the CIO and the umwu. 
Which union he belonged to, I’ couldn’t say, but he was, most of the 
time, very active in decisive union decisions. He must have had some 
kind of a position in the union. 

Ed Stone, Arthur Garfield was hisname. He lived in Dayton. Ar- 
thur Garfield, A-r-t-h-u-r G-a-r-f-i-e-l-d. His other name was Ed 
Stone, S-t-o-n-e. He was sent in during the Univis Lens strike, and 
was on the executive board, leading executive board of the 768, which 
was involved in a strike with the Univis Lens. 

Arthur Garfield, as long as he was in Dayton, he paid me dues and 
he was on my list as a Communist Party member. I attended several 
meetings where Arthur Garfield was present. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you mean Communist Party meetings? 

Mr. Srrunk. Strictly Communist Party meetings, not open meet- 
ings where everybody could attend. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. 

Mr. Strunk. Waldo Stager, Waldo S-t-a-g-e-r. He was something 
like an organizer in Dayton. He paid dues to me. He was on my 
membership list of the Communist Party. He was connected with 
the union. That is the reason he was in Dayton. 

George Siskind, G-e-o-r-g-e S-i-s-k-i-n-d. He was a school instruc- 
tor. He was several times in Dayton, and instructed Communist Party 
meetings and in the teachings of communism. He was the leader 
and the instructor. He came, I think, from Cleveland. 
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William Thamel, W-i-l-l-i-a-m T-h-a-m-e-]. He was an officer in 
the UE, 754. He was very active in the Communist Party, and several 
things that the party brought out. I saw him many times in executive 
board meetings of the Communist Party and other party meetings. 
He was on my dues list and he paid dues to me for the Communist 
Party. 

His wife, Irene, was a member of the Communist Party, paid dues to 
me, and was on my dues list. She was ve ry active as a Communist, too. 

Dwight Williamson, D-w-i-g-h-t W-i-i-l-i-a-m-s-o-n, 1151 Phillips 
Avenue, Dayton, Ohio. Dwight Williamson was active in the Com- 
munist Party when the FBI hired me to be an agent in the Communist 
Party. He was a member then already. Then for some time he was 
not active any more. Suddenly he got active again. During that 
time, he attended many meetings, in his own house also, a couple of 
meetings. He was on my dues list and he paid me as the dues collector 
for the Communist Party. He paid me dues. 

Martin Chancey, C-h-a-n-c-e-y. He was the secretary of the State 
Communist Party of Ohio. He came many, many times into Dayton 
for meetings. He came in several times during the Univis Lens strike, 
into Dayton, to help on the strategy to run the Univis Lens strike. 
I turned, many times, dues over to Martin Chancey, as the State sec- 
retary, dues collections from Communist Party members in Dayton. 
I sent my dues by money order to his address also. 

Asbury Turner, A-s-b-u-r-y T-u-r-n-e-r, Negro. For all I know, 
he also was very active in UE activities. Just a few Communist Party 
meetings I met with him. He was on my dues list, and he paid me 
dues. 

Mr. Tavenner. I should state for the record, Mr. Chairman, that 
Asbury Turner has testified in executive session, cooperating with the 
committee. He is no longer a member of the Communist Party accord- 
ing to his statement. 

Mr. Strunk. Morris. I don’t know his first name. He operates a 
shoe repair shop on West Fifth Street. That is between Ludlow and 
Williams, or Perry. 

Mr. = arDY. Did operate or does now operate ? 

Mr. SrrunK. Does now operate. He dropped out of activity sev 
eral years ago. He was not active as a Communist for several years. 
He was during that time a member of the Communist Party, He 
paid me dues, and sometimes donated a couple of dollars, $5. 

Mr. Crarpy. But for the last several years, he has not been active! 

Mr. Strunk. No. 

James Metcalf, J-a-m-e-s M-e-t-c-a-l-f. I have seen him attending 
several meetings, maybe three. He was living in Yellow Springs. 
He paid dues. He was on my membership list. He distributed the 
Daily Workers, some of them, in Yellow Springs. That was his 
assignment sometimes. 

Ed Lavins, L-a-v-i-n-s. He owns a curtain-stretching business. 

Mr. Watrter. This list of people that were paying dues to you were 
paying dues up to the time it ieennda known you were an agent of 
the FBI? 

Mr. Strunk. Not exactly up to that time, no. 

Mr. Watrter. Up to about when? When did you stop collecting 
dues ? 
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Mr. Strunk. At the beginning of 1952. 

Mr. Water. But up to that time, all of these people had been pay- 
ing dues through you tothe Communist Party ? 

Mr. Strunk. That is correct. 

Mr. Watrer. So that for a period of nearly 2 years after the attack 
was made on South Korea these people were supporting the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Srrunx. Yes; before Korea, yes. 

Mr. Ciarpy. They were supporting it down to 1952, and that would 
be, as the Congressman said, 2 years after the war ¢ 

Mr. Strunk. No, not 2 years after the war. 

Mr. Watrer. The attack on South Korea was made in June 1950. 
Sometime up in 1952, after that attack had been made, these people 
were paying dues to the Communist Party through you ? 

Mr. Srrunx. The majority. I couldn’t say exactly up to what year 
a person paid dues and then dropped out of the picture altogether. 

Mr. Ciarpy. As you went along, have you not indicated those who 
dropped out or had ceased to be active ? 

Mr. Srrunk. No, I did not. I only said those people were on my 
dues list during my activity as an FBI undercover agent for the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Cxiarpy. Would it be possible for you, at the recess or some 
other time, to go over the list and pick out those who, to your knowl- 
edge, ceased to pay dues prior to 1952? In other words, could you re- 
fresh your memory by taking your time and going over it ? 

Mr. Srrunk. I will try and see what Ican do, I will. 

Mr. Crarpy. I would like to see that done so that we may be sure 
that we have a complete and accurate record. Those who are named 
by you are going to be given an opportunity by this committee to 
appear at some suitable time, if they desire. We would like to have 
it accurate, an honest and complete story as to all of them. 

Mr. Srrunk. I couldn’t give you an accurate list here. It is im- 
possible out of my mind. 

Mr. Ciarpy. That is why I say to take your time. 

Mr. Srrunk. I can tell you very close today who is still active, an 
active Communist or not. 

Mr. Watrer. My purpose in developing this is quite obvious. There 
are certain pee who have contended that Russia was our friend and 
all of that business. But anybody that takes that position after the 
attack was made on South Korea is either a Communist or ought to 
be advised of the facts of life. 

Mr. Scuerer. Proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Does that complete the list ? 

Mr. Srrunk. Ed Lavins. He owns a curtain stretcher and dry 
cleaning business. He attended several meetings, especially at Jacobs’ 
residence on Riverview Avenue. He was a member of the c ity group 
at that time. He paid dues to me. The last several years he was 
not active. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, during the course of your testimony, you have 
indicated that a number of the persons named by you held positions 
of prominence in the Progressive Party. Did the Communist Party 
take any special interest in the Progressive Party ? 

Mr. Srrunk. Definitely it did. 
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Mr. Tavenner. In what way did it show that interest ? 

Mr. Strunk. The Communist Party, the majority of the member- 
ship, the Progressive Party in Dayton, were members of the Dayton 
section of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was any advice or suggestion given in Communist 
Party meetings as to whether or not Communist Party members should 
be active in the Progressive Party ? 

Mr. Srrunk. Definitely everybody was urged to join the Progres- 
sive Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know to what extent any member of the 
Communist Party endeavored to control the election of the officials 
of the Progressive Party ? 

Mr. Srrv nK. The officials of the Progressive Party, as far as I 
know, never attended a meeting where there were officers elected, but 
I know several Communist Party members who were officers in the 
Progressive Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that matter, the matter of the election of 
officers in the Progressive Party, discussed in Communist Party 
meetings # 

Mr. Strunk. Yes. 

Mr. T AVENNER. Mr. Strunk, what would you say was the most im- 
portant activity that the Communist Party engaged in, or the most 
outstanding activity, during the period that you were a member? 

Mr. Strunk. The most decisive, you mean ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Strunk. The Univis Lens strike. 

Mr. Tavenner. The Univis Lens strike ? 

Mr. Srrunx. Correct. 

Mr. TavenNeER. Mr. Chairman, I want to question this witness about 
the part that the Communist Party played in the Univis Lens 
strike. But, in order to give a clear picture of it, I suggest 
that we let this witness step down for the present, and let me put on 
another witness who will give background information, which should 
make his testimony more intelligible. 

That would be with a view of recalling him for further testimony 
on the subject. 

Mr. Scuerer. Just a second. Before the witness is temporarily 
excused, Mr. Clardy, do you have any questions 

Mr. Cuarpy. Well, I will withhold mine for the present. 

Mr. Watrer. No questions. 

Mr. Scuerer. The witness is temporarily excused, and we will have 
a 2-minute recess. 

(A short recess was had.) 

Mr. Scuerer. The committee will be in session. Call the next wit- 
ness, 

Mr. Tavenner. I would like to call Mr. Leothar Wornstaff. Will 
you come forward, please? 

Mr. Scnerer. Raise your right hand, please. 

In the t testimony you are about to give before this subcommittee. 
do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Wornstarr. I do. 
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Mr. Scuerer. be seated. 
Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please / 


TESTIMONY OF LEOTHAR WORNSTAFF 


Mr. Wornstarr. Leothar Wornstaff, L-e-o-t-h-a-r W-o-r-n-s-t-a-f-f. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you familiarly known as Oakie ¢ 

Mr. Wornsrarr. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Wornstatf / 

Mr. Wornstarr. Springfield, Ohio, February 1, 1506. 

Mr. TaveENNER. And 

Mr. Crarpy. They call you Oakie / 

Mr. Tavenner. That isright. Do you now reside in Dayton ¢ 

Mr. Wornstarr. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Dayton / 

Mr. Wornsrarr. Since 1932. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation / 

Mr. Wornstarr. I am president of Local 768, LUE-CIO. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been president of that local ¢ 

Mr. Wornstarr. Since 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. And 

Mr. Crarpy. May I suggest, counsel, that we have him make the 
distinction between the several unions so there will be no false im- 
pression in anybody *s mind ? 

Mr. Wornstarr. I was elected president of local 768 under UE- 
CIO, and in November, 1949, the UE was thrown out of the CIO, and 
then I retained my position as president of Local 768, IUE-CIO. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe you engaged in a fight within your union 
to oust Communist influence and control of your union when it was 
inthe UE? 

Mr. W oRNSTAFF. We did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Isn’t that true? 

Mr. Wornstarr. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. In calling this witness, I want to make it plain 
there has been no intimation of any character that this witness was 
at any time sympathetic to communism. In fact, it is just for the 
contrary reason that we are calling him. 

Mr. Scuerer. The record will so indicate. 

Mr. Criarpy. That is why I interrupted and suggested what I did 
so as to make it abundantly clear that you are at the opposite pole 
from the Communist Party controlled union. 

Mr. Wornstarr. Thanks for the distinction. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Wornstaff, I want to make it clear also that the 
committee desires to avoid in any way interfering with the internal 
affairs of a labor union, or of interfering in any way in disputes or 
differences between labor and management. That is not the function 
or the field of this committee. But 

Mr. Ciarpy. With the exception, counsel, of helping them rid them- 
selves of the Communist influence. 

Mr. Tavenner. I said the word “but” and expected to follow it. 

But this committee does feel that it has the responsibility of fol- 
lowing Communist Party activities wherever they may be found, and 
it is only in that respect that I wanted to call you with reference to 
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certain activities that took place during the strike in which your union, 
the UE, was engaged in 1948. That is the Univis Lens strike. 

Now, at that time, you were president of that local, I believe ? 

Mr. Wornstarr. Not during the Univis Lens strike; no, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were not. What position did you hold prior 
to the Univis Lens strike ? 

Mr. Wornsrarr. I was chief steward at Univis Lens at the time 
of the strike. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. When did that strike occur? 

Mr. Wornstarr. May 5, 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did it last? 

Mr. Wornsrarr. Until some time in Aucust 1948, 

Mr. Tavenner. You were at no time a member of the Communist 
Party; were you ¢ 

Mr. Wornstarr. No, sir; definitely not. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. You have come here pursuant to a subpena to an 
swer such questions as we may desire to ask ? 

Mr. Wornstarr. That is right. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Did you observe, at the time of the institution * 
that strike, that the Communist Party was wielding any special 1 
fluence or control at the initiation of that strike in your local er a 

Mr. Wornsrarr. I believe the first 6 weeks of the strike it was han- 
dled pretty much by the Univis people, at which time it was then 
taken out of our hands. 

Mr. Tavenern. You say by the Univis people. You mean the mem- 
bers of your local union, the rank-and-file members? 

Mr. Wornstarr. That is right; who worked directly for the Univis 
Lens Co. 

Mr. Criarpy. You mean by that the Communists moved in, after 
the strike started, they moved in and took over? 

Mr. Wornstarr. That is not in wholesale lots. We had one or 
two of them who were helping us through negotiations. 

Mr. Crarpy. But they really took over command at some stage of 
the proceedings ¢ 

Mr. Wornstarr. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. You say for how many weeks was it that the strike 
was managed chiefly by 

Mr. Wornsrarr. Approximately 6 weeks. 

Mr. Tavenner. What occurred at the end of the 6-weeks’ period of 
significance ? 

Mr. Wornstarr. If I remember my dates correctly, on June 15, 1948, 
just prior to that time, the company started a back-to-work movement. 
We found out about it, and through the influence of the UE organizers, 
who were then assigned to the Univis Lens strike, they found out about 
it, and they organized some other shops to help us on the picket line 
the morning of June 15, 1948. 

Mr. Criarpy. May I interrupt? Off the record. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Tavenner. You say that organizers of the UE were brought 

here ¢ 

Mr. Wornstarr. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give us some of the names of the organizers 
who were brought in? 
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Mr. Wornsrarr. The people who were handling the strike at the 
beginning of it was Louis Kaplan and Forrest Payne. After June 
15, there was Lem Markland, Herbert Hirschberg, Paul Dunman, and 
Arthur Garfield... That many people I know were brought in to assist 
on the strike. 

Mr. Water. When you say were brought in, what do you mean by 
brought in? 

Mr. Wornsrarr. Ordinarily they weren’t stationed in Dayton. 
They were stationed throughout the State, and they came to Dayton 
to assist in the Univis Lens strike. 

Mr. Water. Don’t you mean they were sent in by somebody? 

Mr. Wornstarr. Well, I don’t know whether the request came from 
Kaplan or how it was determined for them to be bronght into Dayton. 
I don’t know whether a request was made from inside Dayton or 
whether t hey were sent in from outside Dayton. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Were these all men occupying official union positions 
at other places in the State? 

Mr. Wornstarr. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am not going to ask you any questions regarding 
the possible Communist Party membership of those individuals. I 
will, however, ask that question of Mr. Strunk when he returns tc the 
stand. 

Now, will you give me again the names of those who were brought in 
or who came in as organizers of the UE? 

Mr. Wornstarr. Mr. Arthur Garfield. 

Mr. TavenNER. Garfield. 

Mr. Wornstarr. Herbert Hirschberg. One I missed was John 
Thomas, who is now deceased. Paul Dunman. I don’t know. There 
were several of them. Their names have slipped my mind. 

Mr. Watrer. At that time you say there was a back-to-work move- 
ment ¢ 

Mr. Wornstarr. That is right. 

Mr. Watrer. Do you mean by that that the rank and file of the 
workers were anxious to go back to work again ? 

Mr. Wornstarr. No. We had two factions out there. We had the 
UE-CIO and we also had an independent union. The independent 
union were trying to get a decertification election at that time, and the 
company went to our civil courts here and got a temporary injunction, 
not against mass picketing, but against any violence on the picket line. 
That injunction was handed down and immediately after the injunc- 
tion was handed down, then the company notified the people who were 
then active in the independent union to return to work as of June 10, 
and to meet in the parking lot, the company’s parking lot, and they 
would be led in to work by the foreman of the Univis Lens Co. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, when these various people were brought in, 
organizers of UE, was there any group established which controlled 
the strategy or the policy of the strikers ? 

Mr. Wornstarr. We had astrategy committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. When was that committee formed? Was it at the 
beginning of the strike or at about the date of June 15. or when ? 

Mr. Wornstarr. Thereabouts, the date of June 15. 

Mr. Scuerer. Was that called a board or a committee? 

Mr. Wornstarr. They called that a strike committee, strategy com- 
mittee. : 
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Mr. TAvenNer. Strategy committee. 

Mr. Wornstarr. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was the membership of Univis Lens, that is the 
rank-and-file membership, fully represented in that strategy group 
or not? 

Mr. Wornsrarr. Well, if you call me full representation, I would 
say I was the only one from the Univis Lens Co. that was allowed to 
sit on the strategy committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am sure it had able representation. 

Mr. Wornstarr. Thank you. 

Mr. Tavenner. About how many were on this committee ¢ 

Mr. Wornsrarr. Well, it ranged from, I would say, 10 people to 15 
people. 

Mr. Ciarpy. All the rest were brought in from outside? 

Mr. Wornstarr. Well, there were some people that worked in the 
office, in local 768. Bebe Ober, Kirkendall, Charlie Sims, who worked 
directly for us, who were on the strategy committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, I wish you would give us the names of all of 
the persons that you can now recall who were on this st rategy com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Wornstrarr. Kermit Kirkendall, Charles Sims, Bebe Ober— 

Mr. Ciarpy. What was the last? 

Mr. WornstarFF. Ober. 

Mr. Scuerer. She was a woman ? 

Mr. Wornstarr. That isright. Walter Lohman. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is that name? 

Mr. Wornstarr. L-o-h-m-a-n. 

Mr. TAavenner. L-o-h-m-a-n? 

Mr. Wornstrarr. That is right. Herbert Hirschberg, Lem Mark- 
land, Paul Dunman, Forrest Payne. How many is that? 

Mr. Tavenner. That is right in number. 

Mr. Wornstarr. There are many more than that. John Thomas 
was in ona couple of the meetings. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have not named Garfield. 

Mr. Wornstarr. No. He was in on those meetings. Louis Kaplan. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is 12 with yourself. Was Henry Fiering in 
the group ? 

Mr. Wornstarr. No, he wasn’t. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Melvin Hupman on the list ? 

Mr. Wornstarr. Yes. 

Mr. TAVENNER. He was? 

Mr. Wornstarr. Yes, and Pearl. 

Mr. Tavenner. That makes 14. 

Mr. Wornsrarr. That is probably the extent of it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, we have had testimony this morning from 
Mr. Strunk that every one of those persons other than yourself was 
a member of the Communist Party. Did you observe during the 
course of the formation of the strategy of ‘that strike anything to 
indicate that the influence of the Communist Party was being used 
for its own purposes as distinguished from the best interests of the 
rank-and-file members of oye local ? 

Mr. Wornstarr. Well, I do know that we used to hold these strat- 
egy meetings in the evenings. Sometimes we would get out of these 
meetings as late as midnight or 1 o’clock in the morning, at which time 
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[ would take Mr. Kaplan home. He then lived out on Fairview 
Avenue. I would pick him up at 5 o'clock in the morning to go to 
the picket line. He would tell me on the way to the pic ket line that 
all of the strategy that was planned last evening is called off. So I 
— 1 question him about who called off the particular strategy that 

» had set up the night be fore. He said, “Well, we had a meeting 
at eel so time this mor ning. 

[ asked him where. He said at somebody’s restaurant or some other 
place about the city. 

I asked him who was there in attendance, and he was always very 
evasive about his answers, 

I could never pin him down as to who was changing the strategy 
that had been set down the night before. 

Mr. Scuerer. That strateey was changed from the time they left 
vou off at vour home around midnight—— 

Mr. Wornstarr. I left him off around midnight until 1 o’clock, 
and the strategy was changed from that time until 5 o’clock in the 
morning, at which time we went to the picket line. 

Mr. Watrer. There was actually a change in the strategy 4 

Mr. Wornstarr. Yes, verv much so. 

Mr. Scuerer. How often did that happen ¢ 

Mr. Wornsrarr. That happened on three or four different occasions. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Did he then outline to you what the new strategy was 
to be? ; 

Mr. Wornstarr. No, he didn’t. 

Mr. Crarpy. Merely junked what you had agreed on the night be- 
fore? . 

Mr. Wornstarr. That is correct. 

Mr. Ciarpy. How did you proceed from there on them ? 

Mr. Wornsrarr. Well, ordinarily there were teams set up with 
somebody heading a particular team to take care of some activity away 
from the picket line, on either end of the picket line, or over in the 
parking lot, over in the bowling alley, which is approximately a city 
block from the Univis Lens Co. 

Mr. Scuerrer. Did this change in strategy you are telling about 
take place prior to the time the National Guard was called or after / 

Mr. Wornstarr. Prior to the time that the National Guard was 
called. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you remonstrate against that interference 

Mr. WornstarFr. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you discover during the course of your expe- 
rience in that strike whether there was any small group within this 
larger group who were actually running and controlling the strategy 
of th: at strike ? 

Mr. Wornstarr. I questioned them about that, and I personally 
felt there was, but I couldn’t lay my finger on anything because I 
wasn’t around evidently when the strategy was pli anned. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you conclude that that was being hidden from 
you, concealed from you ? 

Mr. Wornstarr. That is correct. 

Mr. Crarpy. Who gave the orders from that time on ? 

Mr. Wornstarr. I would say Mr. Arthur Garfield and Mr. Her- 
bert Hirschberg were giving the orders to the strategy committee. 

Mr. Crarpy. And who, in turn, passed it on to you ? 
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Mr. Wornstarr. Mr. Kaplan. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You protested, as I understand, but to no avail? 

Mr. Wornstarr. That is correct. 

Mr. Scuerrer. Both Hirschberg and Garfield were nonresidents of 
Dayton prior to the strike ? 

Mr. Wornstarr. That is right. 

Mr. Scuerrer. Do you know where they came from ¢ 

Mr. Wornstarr. Mr. Hirschberg was stationed at Cleveland, Ohio, 
and Mr. Garfield, he was an international representative, but I think 
there was a certain district assigned to him. I think he manipulated 
throughout this district. 

Mr. Scuerrer. When, if you did, did you learn that the other mem 
bers of this strategy committee were members of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Wornstarr. I always had a feeling they were right along, 
because the judge that we had on our injunction case at that time 
called me to his home and told me that he felt that I was into some 
thing that I ought to be checking and ought to get out of it right 
quick, 

Mr. Scurerrer. When did you actually learn these men were mem 
bers of the Communist Party? You had the suspicion they were. 
When did you learn ? 

Mr. Wornsrarr. In the trial of Melvin Hupman, I guess, when 
Mr. Strunk testified. 

Mr. Scuerrer. Through the testimony of Mr. Strunk ? 

Mr. Wornstarr. That is right, outside of one person. I did see 
one person’s Communist card. 

Mr. Scuerrer. Which one was that? 

Mr. Wornstarr. Robert Harrison. I think you might add him to 
that committee. 

Mr. Ciarpy. How did you happen to see that ? 

Mr. Wornsrarr. He used to run the bar. After he got two or three 
drinks in him he was pretty free with his conversation. He was pretty 
bold. He would throw it out on the bar for most anybody to look at 
that wanted to see it. I saw it on many occasions. I had several argu 
ments with him, Mr. Payne, Mr. Kaplan, and Johnny Mitchell in 
what is now my office. They all four told me, “You cannot work for 
the international union of UE unless you belong to the Communist 
Party.” 

Mr. Scuerer. It was no surprise to you then when Mr. Strunk 
identified these other gentlemen of the strategy committee as mem 
bers of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Wornstarr. It was no surprise to me, with the exception of 
Mr. Sims and Mr. Kirkendall. I had never actually heard of anyone 
that had tried to hang the name Communist on them, even though I 
felt that they were Communists. I had never heard anybody come 
out and testify to the fact until Mr. Strunk made such testimony. 

Mr. Scuerer. When was the last time you saw Kirkendall in and 
around Dayton ? 

Mr. Wornsrarr. I saw Mr. Kirkendall about a year ago. 

Mr. Scnerer. Do you know whether or not he has been in Dayton 
since that time ? 

Mr. Wornsrarr. I couldn’t say “Yes” and I couldn’t say “No.” 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you familiar with the action that was taken 
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by the strategy committee when the National Guard was brought 
in¢ Do you know what action did the strategy committee take 
with regard to the National Guard ? 

Mr. Wornstarr. They weren’t taking too much action of any kind. 
We were limited, the colonel called me over, the colonel of the Na- 
tional Guard called me over to Kaiser High School, and said, “We 
will allow you 4 people on the gate every “4 hours.” He says, “We 
will escort the people to the plant gates, and those who are leaving 
we will escort them from the plant gates.” 

The colonel and I worked very closely during the Univis strike. 
They were in here, I think, around 5 or 6 days. 

Mr. Scuerer. Was there any violence during the time the guard 
was in? 

Mr. Wornstarr. Not on the picket line; no. 

Mr. Scuerer. There was violence in connection with the strike? 

Mr. Wornstarr. I wouldn’t say there was violence. There were a 
couple of boys from Frigidaire, and a couple of the guards walked 
up and stopped them, and they got too close with the bayonets, and 
there was blood running down their shirts. 

Mr. Scuerer. The guard was called because there was violence prior 
to its being called ? 

Mr. WornsvraFrr. That is true; yes, sir. We were threatened with 
the guards at a meeting held with the Governor of the State of Ohio, 
which meeting I attended, and he threatened us with the guards if 
we didn’t get the strike settled within a day or two, and it wasn’t 
settled. 

Mr. Scuerer. Were these individuals who attended that meeting 
with the then governor me oes ‘rs of the strategy committee? 

Mr. Wornstarr. There were only 3 of us who attended that meet- 
ing. Mr. Garfield, Mr. Kirkendall, and myself for the union. Of 
course, the company officials were there also. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did anything occur at that meeting which indicated 
to you that this group that you now know to have ‘been members of 
the Communist Party were endeavoring to play off the workers for 
the benefit of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Wornstarr. That is very true. The meeting was held in this 
building, at which time Mr. Garfield and Mr. Kirkendall agreed to 
the discharge of 39 Univis people, and signed such an agreement with 
the Governor of the State, and I walked out of the meeting. 

Mr. Tavenner. In other words, 39 members of the Univis Lens 
membership were to be expelled ? 

Mr. Wornstarr. That istrue. 

Mr. Tavenner. Asthe price of settling the strike? 

Mr. Wornstarr. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. You wouldn’t agree to that ? 

Mr. Wornstarr. No, sir. 

Mr. Taverner. You wouldn’t agree. Why wouldn’t you agree to 
it ¢ 

Mr. Wornstarr. I felt that the workers at Univis Lens, none of 
them belonged to the Communist Party to my knowledge. We all 
came out fighting a principle, and I felt we should all go back fighting 
the same principle. 
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Mr. Tavenner. But you have then the strange picture of the Com- 
munist Party members trying to end the str ike, is that what you say # 

Mr. Wornsrarr. That is true. On this particular Friday night, 
after we met with the Governor, we had a Univis Lens membership 
meeting, at which time I got up. ‘The meeting was called for 8 o'clock 
intheevening. I got tothe hall around 7: 15thatevening. I walked 
to the back room, and the people who I have mentioned were in this 
room in a meeting. I wasn’t allowed in this room. So at 8 o'clock, 
about a quarter of 8 

Mr. TavenNeR. You mean you were not allowed to attend the 
strategy meeting? 

Mr. Wornsrarr. I was not. About a quarter of 8 they came out of 
the room and came upstairs, and at 8 o’clock we started the meeting. 
I chaired the meeting, at which time Mr. Kirkendall and Mr. Garfield 
got up and recommended to the membership that they accept what 
they had agreed to with the Governor of the State, for the discharge 
of 39 people. 

I let all of them have their say. After Mr. Garfield and Mr. Kirk- 
endall got up and made the recommendation, then each one of the 
other people on the strategy committee got up and recommended to 
the membership that they follow along with what Mr. Kirkendall 
and Mr. Garfield had agreed to with the Governor of the State. 

I let all of them get down, and then I tore into them, and immedi- 
ately after I got through Mr. James Devine, who was then presi- 
dent—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Spell that name. 

Mr. Wornstarr. D-e-v-i-n-e. He asked for the floor and got up 
and ripped into them, and told the Univis Lens people that these 
people were trying to sell them down the river. His recommendation 
would be that we reject what Mr. Garfield and Mr. Kirkendall had 
agreed to with the Governor of the State of Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. In other words, this special group that had been 
sent in and had taken control of this strike, whom you now know to 
have been Communists, were in your judgment selling your local 
union down the river ? 

Mr. Wornstarr. The people in it; yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. The people in your union ? 

Mr. Wornstarr. That is right. 

Mr. Ciarpy. They were at ‘least selling the 39 down the river. 

Mr. Wornstarr. That is true. 

Mr. Crarpy. What was the reason for the differentiation between 
those 39 and the balance? 

Mr. Wornstarr. Activity on the picket line. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me ask you this: Did you come to any conclu- 
sion as to why it was the Communist Party members of this strike 
committee wanted, other than yourself and others than the rank and 
file of your union, wanted to settle this strike by a discharge of the 
39 members ? 

Mr. Wornstarr. I have a feeling, which is just a matter of opinion, 
through the newspapers—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Wait just a minute. Rather than express an opin- 
ion about it, tell the committee facts as to what was occurring at that 
time and let them draw their own opinions and conclusions. 
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Mr. Crarpy. When he finishes, I will be interested in his opinion. 
He was an expert on this. Anybody is entitled to express an opinion. 
He is in much better shape than we are. 

Mr. Wornstarr. The [ Dayton] Journal-Herald of this city, which 
is a daily newspaper, came out one morning and they had several 
people’s names so connecting them with the Communist Party, what 
their background was, where they went to school, and all about 
them. If 1 remember right, the Dayton Daily News ran something 
along the same lines. It was my feeling, it was my feeling they were 
beginning to get the organizers backed up against a wall, and they 
were ready to get out of this thing any way, shape, or form in order 
to save their own necks. ‘That was my feeling. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now I have before me, for instance, just to bea 
out what you have to say—I don’t have the paper that you refer to 
but I have the Labor Union before me of August 6. The headlines 
are “Red Infiltration Behind Univis Trouble,” which bears out the 
same thing you were speaking of. 

Now, it is also true that a special subcommittee of the Committee on 
Labor and Education in the 80th Congress of the United States con 
ducted a hearing here along about August 3 or 4; did it not? 

Mr. Wornstrarr. That is true. 

Mr. Tavenner. Some of these individuals such as Garfield and 
others were called as witnesses before that committee and took the 
fifth amendment when asked about their Communist Party affiliations. 
That was true; wasn’t it? 

Mr. Wornstarr. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. So that the hand of the Communist Party was be- 
ginning to show in the organization and strategy of this strike. That 
was pretty plainly shown; wasn’t it ? 

Mr. Wornstarr. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then, if 1 understand your conclusions, your opin- 
ion is that for those reasons they were trying to get out of this thing. 

Mr. Wornstarr. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Regardless of the effect that it would have on the 
rank-and-file members of your union. 

Mr. Wornstarr. That is right. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Would you go as far as to say they were attempting 
to pass the buck to you and those on your side in it so that you would 
be blamed for whatever happened during the whole proceeding ? 

Mr. Wornstarr. Well, I don’t know whether they pie the buck 
tous. The thing is, they were agreeing, they were agreeing for us 
to be discharged in order to get the strike settled. 

Mr. Cuarpy. What do you mean, “us”? Were you on the list of 
the 39% 

Mr. Wornstarr. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Criarpy. I don’t blame you. Well, then, 1 am not so sure but 
what there was an even deeper and more sinister motive there, and that 
was to use that as a method of cleaning out the decent leadership in 
your union so as to leave the pro-Communist element in charge. 
Doesn’t it appear that way to you on reflection now ? 

Mr. Wornstarr. I don’t know. We hadn’t started too much of a 
fight against them at that time. 

Mr. Ciarpy. No, but you were going to be cleaned out if a settle- 
ment was agreed to. 
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Mr. Wornstarr. We would have certainly been cleaned out at 
Univis Lens; yes. 

Mr. Criarpy. Your influence in the union would have been nil 
‘om there on ¢ 

Mr. Wornstarr. That is right. 

Mr. Ciarpy. My conclusion would be—I knew nothing about this 
strike until we came into this—maybe the plot was a little bit deeper 
than you may have suspected. It seems to me like a darn good way 
of getting rid of good leadership. 

Mr. Wornstarr. Can I go a little further and let you know exactly 
what the settlement of the strike was? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Wornstarr. The following day, after we had our membet 
ship meeting, we again met with the Governor of the State of Ohio, 
and he talked to me on the telephone the night before, after the 
membership meeting, and asked me if I would attend the meeting on a 
Saturday morning. I told him under the same conditions, no. So he 
says-——— 

Mr. Tavenner. What do you mean by “the same conditions”? 

Mr. Wornstarr. Agreeing to the discharge of 39 people. So he 
says, “Well, you come down tomorrow morning and we will see what 
we can work out.” 

We did attend a meeting the following morning, at which time we 
settled the strike, with 11 of us discharged, subject to taking our 
cases to arbitration. 

And the following Monday, the workers went back to work with 
the exception of 11 of us—— 

Mr. CLarpy. With the exception of who? 

Mr. Wornstarr. Eleven of the original 39; at which time then there 
was an arbitrator appointed by the American Arbitration Board, 
who happened to be Dr. Paul Lehoezky, Ohio State University. This 
arbitration was held, I think something like 100-some witnesses, and 
possibly 40 of them testified against me. Dr. Lehoezky in his de- 
termination of the cases decided to put 6 of us back to work with full 
back pay, back to August, and 5 people were discharged through acts 
of aggression on the picket line. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Were you among the six / 

Mr. Wornstarr. I was among the 6 that went back, so actually 
5 people lost their job out of the Univis Lens strike. 

Mr. Cxiarpy. Did these outsiders move on, evaporate, disappear 
after the settlement ? 

Mr. Wornstarr. Two or three stayed here, the ones assigned to 
the Dayton area, like Louis Kaplan, Forrest Payne, and I don’t know 
whether there were any others or not. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. The rest of them moved on ? 

Mr. Wornstarr. Yes. Well, Lem Markland—at the time, I think, 
the division office was on North Main Street, Dayton, Ohio. He was 
in and out of here. He had the whole district to cover, which was 
at that time Ohio and Kentucky, if I remember right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, by that time they realized fully the part that 
the Communist Party played in forming the strategy of that strike ? 

Mr. Wornstarr. Certainly. 

Mr. TAveNNER. What did you do about it / 


f 
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Mr. Wornstarr. What did we do about it? 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Wornstarr. We got hold of maybe 3 to 5 people out of each 
one of our shops. Our local 768 was composed of 20 factories in 
Dayton at that time, and out of each factory we got 2 or 3 people who 
we knew were what we might refer to as right-wing people. And we 
immediately began to organize to rid ourselves of the Communists in 
the fall elections of 1948. And we organized from Augus t 1 until 
the election was held around December 1. And the thing snowballed 
so fast that when our election was held I think I myself won around 
5 to 1, and the gentleman who beat Mr. Kirkendall won by 15 votes, 
if I remember right. 

I might say that in order to throw these people out, we had five 
write-ins on our ballot. The people had to be schooled as to where 
to write these people’s names in and put the X before the name after 
they had written it in. Practically all of these people I have named 
here were carrying membership in Local 768, UE, at the time. 

After we won the election we threw those people out of the mem- 
bership, and the ones that Mr. Strunk read this morning, I think only 
two people who are still left in our local, and we do not allow them 
to hold membership in our local. 

Mr. Tavenner. So as a result of what occurred at this strike, the 
eyes of the rank and file members of your union, of your local, were 
opened ? 

Mr. Wornstarr. That is true. 

Mr. Tavenner. And the rank and file members with able leader- 
ship, they just took it away from the Communists ? 

Mr. Wornstarr. That is true. 

Mr. Tavenner. The answer to this whole problem lies right with 
the rank and file members? 

Mr. Wornstarr. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. What means were used to get them to be aware of 
the situation that existed? It is not an easy matter to impart the 
facts to the rank and file members because sometimes of disinterest, 
sometimes of their just being tired of hearing the subject discussed. 

Mr. Wornstarr. Well, in 3 1948, if I remember right, there was a 
right-wing meeting held at the Deleo Local Hall 755, at which time 
we were setting up the mac vihine ‘ry to try to overthrow the leadership 
in UE at the 1948 convention. And so through that the people were 
aware of it because we sent many delegates from our local, and they 
in turn would go back in their unit meetings and explain what kind 
of movement was on in order to try to rid ourselves of these Com- 
munists that we had in our union. 

And through numerous people talking from the outside, helping 

s along, we were successful in our December elections in kicking these 
shawls out bodily. 

Mr. Ciarpy. How many were in the local altogether at that time ? 
Mr. Wornstarr. Around fifty-two to fifty-five hundred dues-pay- 
ig members. 

Mr. Scuerer. Are there any local UE unions in Dayton today ? 

Mr. WornstarF. ‘Two. 

Mr. Tavenner. | would like to have the names of the manufactur- 
ing plants in which your local was organized back at that time, in 


1948. 
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Mr. Wornstarr. You want the names of all of the plants that are 
represented by UE now? ; 

Mr. Tavenner. All you represented in 1948, when the question of 
this strike arose. Can you give us that! 

Mr. WornstarFr. There would be 20 of them. 

Mr. TavenNeER. Give us those that you recall. 

Mr. Wornsrarr. Air Temperature Division of the Chrysler Corp.; 
Buckeye Iron & Brass; Gondert-Linesch Co.; Berger Lron Co.; Ohio 
Box & Lumber Co.; Dayton Forge & Manufacturing Co.; Standard 
Register Co.; Vernay Laboratories, Yellow Springs, Ohio; National 
Foundry Co. 

Mr. Scuerer. Pardon? Just a minute. What union do they have 
now ¢ 

Mr. Wornstarr. IUE-CIO. 

Mr. Scuerer. When did UE lose out in Vernay ! 

Mr. Wornstarr. That was one of our first shops in 1950, the early 
part of 1950. 

There is a little story back of that. I don’t know whether it would 
be fitting or not, but I would like to relate it for the matter of the 
record. 

Mr. Scuerer. Go ahead. 

Mr. Wornstarr. We thought because Mr. Walter Lohman, who I 
understand is under indictment, he was then chief steward at that 
shop. When we were seceding from the UE we felt we didn’t have a 
chance in that shop, so we ignored the laboratory because we felt it 
was a lost cause. I was sitting at my desk one evening, at which time 
Mr. Vernay called me long distance and asked me what we were going 
to do about his shop. I said, well, we felt the shop was lost, and we 
had all we could do to try to get the other 19 shops to get out of UE. 
We hadn’t spent any time over there. He said, “I want you to know 
that our employees are not Communists,” and he says “We don’t. want 
uny part of UE.” He says, “I would like to have you people come 
over and meet a committee of our workers and get them in IUE also.” 
He says, “Could you come over this evening ?” 

I had a meeting that particular evening. I told him I would be 
there in an hour’s time. So when we went over there Mr. Vernay had 
five of his workers at his home, and he and the plant superintendent 
and the secretary-treasurer of the company were there also. 

So after he introduced us around, he says, “Now, I am going to leave.” 
He says, “You people can use my home. If you want anything to eat 
or drink, there is the icebox. When you get done with my residence, 
call me and I will return back.” 

So through his efforts, the following weekend—I think at that time 
Mr. Vernay had around 48 employees. There were 47 signed cards 
out of the 48 employees that came back to our oftice the following 
evening, at which time then we started proceedings to get his factory 
into the IUE. We felt it was a lost cause until he told us that his 
employees did not want any part of UE, and would we come over and 
start a drive over there the same as we had in our other 19 factories. 

Mr. Scuerer. Is Lohman still with Vernay Laboratories? 

Mr. Wornstarr. Yes, he is. 

Mr. Scuerer. Does he belong to IUE? 

Mr. Wornstarr. No, sir. 
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Mr. Scurrer. What is his capacity over there? 

Mr. Wornstarr. He is a toolmaker or a machinist, one of the two. 

Mr. Tavenner. There is another person identified by Mr. Strunk, 
his name was Russell, Tony Russell. You may have heard that this 
morning. i 

Mr. Wornstarr. I know him very well. 

Mr, Tavenner. Is he a member of your local ? 

Mr. Wornsrarr. No, Mr. Russell is in a supervisory capacity at 
Vernay Laboratories. 

Mr. Ciarpy. He didn’t finish the list. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is right. Will you return now and give us the 
names of any additional manufacturing plants that you can recall with 
which your local had contracts in 1948? 

Mr. Wornstarr. In 1948? 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Wornstarr. Well, at that time we had the G. H. & R. Foundry. 
We had the Dayton Malleable Iron Co. We had the Univis Lens Co., 
up until which time, the end of the strike. 

We had the Brown & Blackmar Co. 

Mr. Scuerer. It may be difficult for the witness to remember all 
of them. Can’t he give them to the staff at a later time and we can 
insert them in the record ? 

Mr. Tavenner. I am amazed he can call them off that rapidly. I 
wanted to lay the foundation for the next question. 

Mr. Crarpy. Has he gone as far as he can? 

Mr. Wornsrarr. There are 5 or 6 more. 

Mr. Crarpy. You remember all you can at the moment? 

Mr. Wornstarr. I would say yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the period of the war, I assume that many 
of those manufacturing plants were engaged in the performance of 
war contracts / 

Mr. Wornsrarr. I couldn’t answer that specifically because during 
the war I was not an officer of Local 768. I was an employee of the 
Univis Lens Co. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you become aware during the period of the 
strike that in addition to those Communist Party members who were 
officials of the international organization of the UE, and were sent in 
here, that persons having a purely functionary status in the Communist 
Party were sent in to aid and direct these other members? Do you 
know anything about that? 

Mr. Wornstarr. No, I don’t. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think that is all. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Maybe he doesn’t quite understand your qtiestion. 

Mr. Tavi NNER. My question was involved. Do you know whether 
any functionaries of the Co mm \ist Party who were not in any sense 
connected w ith labor organizations, suc ‘h as Martin Chancey, for in- 
stance, Joe Brant, or Gus Hall, came into this area during the period 
of that strike and endeavored to exert an influence over it? 

Mr. Wornsrarr. There were many people that came in. They 
were named this morning. And it seems like they always made their 
headquarters in our local because even the Progressive Party moved 
into our local. We had to bodily throw them out. We were paying 
their telephone bills, advertising bills, and everything else. 
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So three of us laid off from work one day and bodily threw them 
out of our local union. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Did you have any trouble? 

Mr. Wornstarr. We had them outnumbered that particular day. 

Mr. Tavenner. I learned with a great deal of interest, too, this 
morning that your local union was defraying the expenses of the 
Communist Party by furnishing the ink and stationery, and mimeo 
graph machine, and paying for the time of the operator for a period 
of years. 

Mr. Watrer. It seemed to me that the two things were synonymous, 
your union and the Communist Party. 

Mr. Wornsrarr. That is right. I will say it was a hotbed for 
Dayton, Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you think the rank and file of your member- 
ship at that time would a stood for that if they had known it? 

Mr. Wornsrarr. No; I don’t think they would have. 

Mr. TaAveENNER. You are convinced they wouldn’t stand for it now 
if they knew? 

Mr. Wornstarr. I am positive. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Clardy? 

Mr. Criarpy. Just continuing that last subject, didn’t they—by 
“they” I mean the members of your union—didn’t they pretty effec- 
tively demonstrate what they thought of the Communist influence 
when they voted 5 to 1, with the other ratio you mentioned, to throw 
the Communists out and elect some of the rest of you ? 

Mr. Wornstarr. We had a more impressive vote than that. 

Mr. Crarpy. What was that? 

Mr. Wornstarr. The votes when we decided to leave UE and to 
go along with LUE; we had in the neighborhood of 1,400 members 
present at that meeting that evening. I think there were only around 
3 or 4 people that voted against the resolution affiliating with IVE. 

Mr. CLarpy. Wouldn’t you say it would be fair for the committee 
to assume that in at least that percentage the rank and file of your 
union were anti-Communists and good loyal American citizens? 

Mr. Wornstarr. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TavenNnerR. Who was your opponent in the election? 

Mr. Wornstarr. Walter Lohman. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Walter? 

Mr. Watrer. I want to take this opportunity to tell you that you 
have rendered a great service to your Republic, and it is indeed for 
tunate that the vast majority of the workers of America are made of 
the same stuff you are. I want to congraulate you on the work that 
you have done, and the help you have given this committee. 

Mr. Wornstarr. Thank you. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Walter has expressed the feeling of the chairman 
and the other member of the committee, and, therefore, you are dis- 
charged with our thanks. 

(Witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. I would like to recall Mr. Strunk at this time. 

Mr. Scuerer. We will take a 10-minute recess. 

(A recess was taken from 3 p. m. until 3:15 p.m.) 
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(Whereupon, at 3:15 p. m. the subcommittee reconvened, pursu- 
ant to recess, Representatives Gordon H. Scherer (chairman), Kit 
Clardy, and Francis E. Walter being present.) 

Mr. Scuerer. You may proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 


TESTIMONY OF ARTHUR PAUL STRUNK—Resumed 


Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Strunk, it has been testified here by the witness 
who just preceded you, Mr. Wornstaff, that various individuals con- 
stituted the strike committee during the Univis Lens strike. He has 
identified those persons, and you have identified them, with the ex- 
ception of John Thomas, I believe, as all having been members of the 
Communist Party. 

During the period that that strike progressed, did you observe any 
special activity in Communist Party circles in matters that would 
affect those individuals in the formation of the strike policies and 
strategy ‘ 

Mr. Srrunk. As far as I recall, the Univis Lens strike started the 
beginning of May. In the middle of June, the UE International sent 
several fellows into Dayton to help in the strategy of this strike. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Excuse me. Who sent them in? 

Mr. Srrunx«. The International. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Strunk. Should I mention the members which were present 
and worked during the Univis Lens strike? 

Mr. Tavenner. Just describe the whole thing in any way that it 
‘curs to you. 

Mr. Strunk. Active during the Univis Lens strike was Kirkendall, 
Garfield, Hirschberg, Payne, Mitchell, Pearl Hupman, Melvin Hup- 
man, Bebe Ober, Lohman, Louis Kaplan, Lem Markland, Andy 
Caulder, secretary, 768, Julie Jacobs, Irene Jacobs, Paul Dunman, 
Joe Brant, Martin Chancey, Robert Harrison, Richard Kent. 

These people were all on my list, Communist Party membership 
list, for the purpose of collecting dues from them. 

Mr. Tavenner. I see. The people whose names you have given 
now are those that members of the committee requested that you 
prepare ¢ 

Mr. Strunk. Those people were all very active during the Univis 
Lens strike. During the strike the Communist Party in Cleveland, 
Ohio, sent in Joe Brant and Martin Chancey. 

Once or twice a week.they contacted me 

Mr. Tavenner. Who contacted you once or twice a week? 

Mr. Strunk. Those 2 men sent in from the Communist State office 
in Cleveland. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Strunk. Which were Joe Brant and Martin Chancey. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Srrunx. Joe Brant was the labor relations secretary for the 
Communist Party to organized labor in the State of Ohio. 

Martin Chancey was the secretary of the Cleveland Communist 
Party for the State of Ohio. Once or twice a week either Joe Brant 
or Martin Chancey came in. I was a trusted person, contacted me, 
and I had to pull strings and get contact with other union officials 
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like Garfield and Hirschberg. The same met secretly in my home, or 
in cars, and discussed strategy of the Univis Lens strike. 

Mr. Tavenner. In other words, the two individuals you mentioned, 
Hirschberg and Hashmall were serving—— 

Mr. Strung. Martin Chancey. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who were the two people working on this staff, 
strategy staff, who were being contacted by Brant and Martin 
Chancey ? 

Mr. Strunk. Arthur Garfield and Hirschberg. 

Mr. Tavenner. In other words, those 

Mr. Strunx. And Louis Kaplan. 

Mr. Tavenner. They were receiving their directions from Com- 
munist Party headquarters in Cleveland, is that what you mean to 
say ¢ 

Mr. Strunk. Right direct. Another person that had a lot of in- 
fluence, Lou Secundy, who was the full paid organizer for the Dayton 
Communist Party, for the Dayton section. He was sitting in a lot of 
times in meetings when Joe Brant or Martin Chancey contacted 
Garfield and Hirschberg. 

Mr. Tavenner. You say when Martin Chancey and Joe Brant 
wanted to get in touch with Garfield and Hirschberg—— 

Mr. Srrunk. He called on me to make arrangements for the meet- 
ing, that is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. How often do you think that occurred ? 

Mr. Srrunk. At least once a week, sometimes twice a week, during 
the strike when the International sent the staff in, after June 15, 1948. 

Mr. TavenNeR. On up until the first of August? 

Mr. Strunk. The end of the strike. 

Mr. TavenNneEr. The end of the strike? 

Mr. Srrunx. Correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. And some of those secret meetings were held in 
your home? 

Mr. Strunk. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you overhear what took place in those meet- 
ings ¢ 

Mr. Srrunk«. I don’t remember exactly what the conversation was, 
but the main purpose, they talked about to keep the strike going, and 
win the strike, no matter what happened. The rules were from the 
Communist Party to oppose all pressure from the company to end 
the strike and stop the picket lines, and prevent the so-called brutal 
Dayton police, should pay no attention, should fight the police, no 
matter what happened, and keep the picket line going. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, is there anything else you can tell the com- 
mittee regarding the part that the Communist Party itself played 
in forming the strategy ? 

Mr. Srrunk. Pardon me? I didn’t listen to that. 

Mr. Tavenner. I say, Is there anything else you can tell the com- 
mittee regarding the part that the Communist Party pl: ayed 3 in effect- 
ing the strategy of the strike or in executing the strategy? Do you 
know of anything else you have not told us? 

Mr. Srrunk. One, what I said before, I think it was eight strike 
leaders, those I mentioned here, were knocked over the head by the 
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police, met in my house, and then definitely it was decided on, still 
to keep the picket line going and oppose the Dayton police which 
naturally resulted later that the National Guard had to move in. 

And after this list here, which were very active in the strike, Lou 
Secundy, Harry McGill, Charlie Marcum, and Charlie Sims. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what the 
attitude of the Communist Party was toward the IUE after it was 
formed ? 

Mr. Srrunx. After the IUE was formed, and many Communist 
Party meetings, especially I remember one when Martin Chancey, 
the State secretary of the Communist Party of Ohio, from Cleveland, 
was in Dayton at a meeting at my house, and he urged all organized 
labor unions, Communists, to infiltrate into the IUE, to get back into 
the new IUE, to infiltrate, to definitely become a member again. 

Mr. Tavenner. To make the same effort to infiltrate the new or- 
ganization that had been so successful in the old organization ? 

Mr. Strunk. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you have any personal knowledge of the Com- 
munist Party meeting with any success, any measurable success in 
infiltrating the IUE? 

Mr. Strunk. Not that I know of. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, you were asked to take the names of those 
that you had identified this morning and advise the committee as to 
which of those were members of the Communist Party in active stand- 
ing at the time you left the party in 1952. Have you prepared that 
list ? 

Mr. Srrunx. I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you read it rapidly into the record, please ? 

Mr. Srrunk. This list is not too correct as to the date, but when I 
was exposed as an undercover agent and had to get—or couldn't be- 
long to the Communist Party any more, these following people were 
still members of the Dayton Communist Party, and people out of town 
which I knew through conversation with high party officials were still 
in the party: 

Joe Brant, Paul Dunman, Roger Dunham, Arthur Garfield, Joe 
Glatterman, Gus Hall, Melvin Hupman, Pearl Hupman, Anne Hill, 
Virginia Hipple, Frank Hashmall, Irene Jacobs, Julie Jacobs, Arnold 
Johnson, Lou Kaplan, Anton Kirschmerek, Lou Secundy, Louis Lad- 
man, Jim Lockwood, Alice Pearl Lockwood, Walter Lohman, Hy 
Lumer, Harry McGill, William Nelson, Betty Nelson, Forrest Payne, 
Lou Secundy, Arthur Garfield, George Siskind, William Thamel, 
Irene Thamel, Dwight Williamson, Martin Chancey. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I have no further questions. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Clardy? 

Mr. Crarpy. No questions. 

Mr. Watrer. No questions. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Strunk, you testified that one Rose Notz, N-o-t-z, 
was a member of the party; did you not? 

Mr. Strunk. For some time; yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. When did you first know Rose Notz, approximately ? 

Mr. Srrunx. It could have been 1946, 1945, somewhere around 
there. 

Mr. Scuerer. When did you first know her as a member of the 
Communist Party? 
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Mr. Srrunk. It was in the beginning, maybe in 1946, when I re- 
ceived dues of Rose Notz. 

Mr. Scuerer. And over how long a period did you receive dues 
from Rose Notz? 

Mr. Strunk. I couldn't tell you exactly, but it could be 1949, it 
could be 1950. 

Mr. Scuerer. And what did she do when you first met her? 

Mr. Strunk. You mean occupation? 

Mr. Scuerer. What was her occupation 4 

Mr. Strunk. For all I know, she worked for the United Church 
Federation in Dayton, as a secretary. 

Mr. Scuerer. And over how long a period was it that she worked 
for the Church Federation of Dayton ‘ 

Mr. Srrunx. As far as I understand, a couple of years. I am not 
sure on the time. It was a long time. 

Mr. Scuerer. It was a long time? 

Mr. Srrunn. More than a year. 

Mr. Scuerer. More than a year. And when was the last time that 
you saw Rose Notz? 

Mr. Srrunxk. The last time I saw Rose Notz was when Joe Brant 
and myself went to Rose Notz to have this resignation from Betty 
Nelson notarized, and back-dated, to send in to the Communist Party 
in Cleveland. 

Mr. Scuerer. And about what date was that? 

Mr. Srrunx. I don’t know the date. 

Mr. Scnerer. Approximately what year? 

Mr. Srrunk. It could have been in 1950, 1951. 

Mr. Scurrer. And where did you see her at that time? 

Mr. Strunk. At her own residence. 

Mr. Scurrer. And for whom was she working when she notarized 
this paper ¢ 

Mr. Strunk. As far as I know, for the same organization. 

Mr. Scuerer. What organization was that? 

Mr. Strunk. United Church organization. 

Mr. Crarpy. What? 

Mr. Strunk. United Church Federation. 

Mr. Screrer. In what capacity was she working ? 

Mr. Srrunk. As far as I know, as a secret: ry, offic e secretary. 

Mr. Scuerer. The executive secretary, or just the office secret: ry ¢ 

Mr. Srrunx. I couldn’t tel] you, just the office work or the secretary. 
I don’t know. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Did you know where she had her office, where she 
worked ¢ 

Mr. Strunk. At the time, the office, I think, was on West Monument 
Avenue. 

Mr. Scuerer. Let the record show the staff has checked today and 
found that she was employed by the Dayton Church Federation from 
September 1948 until sometime in 1951. 

Well, that is all, Mr. Strunk. Of course, the committee wants to 
thank you for your excellent testimony. You have rendered a valuable 
contribution. 

Mr. TavenneEr. I should ask the witness one further question. 

What was your street address in 1948? 
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Mr. Strunk. I am not sure. It was either 101214 Brown Street or 
903 Wayne Avenue. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you live at 903 Wayne Avenue? 

Mr. Strunk. In 1948 I moved to Wayne Avenue. 

Mr. TavENNER. Do you still live there? 

Mr. Srrung. I do. 

Mr. TAvenNerR. That is all, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Scuerer. I just have 1 or 2 more questions. Do you know 
where Rose Notz is today ? 

Mr. Srrunk. No. 

Mr. Scuerer. But the last time you saw her, either in 1950 or 1951, 
was in connection with the signing of that affidavit ? 

Mr. Srrunk. Correct. 

Mr. Scuerer. She was still a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Strunk. I don’t think so, not at that time. She was a Com- 
munist Party member and dropped out, and didn’t pay any dues, 
before 1950. 

Mr. Scnerer. About what time was that? 

Mr. Strunk. I could not say exactly when. In 1950 she was not 
a party member. 

Mr. Ciarpy. At least she wasn’t a dues-paying member ? 

Mr. Strunk. Not a dues-paying member, either. 

Mr. Scuerer. That is all. 

(Witness was excused.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. William C. Notz. Mr. Notz, will you come 
forward, please, sir? 

Mr. Scuerer. Will you step over there, Mr. Notz, and raise your 
right hand? 

Mr. Norz. May I make a request ¢ 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you solemnly swear in the testimony you are 
about to give at this hearing you will tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God ¢ 

Mr. Norz. I do, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. Be seated and ask any questions you like. 

Mr. Norz. I would like to ask that the photographers be barred 
from taking a picture that might damage me considerably. 

Mr. Scuerer. The photogr aphers will not be barred from taking 
a picture, but they will be barred from taking a picture after you 
have commenced your testimony. ‘Take your pictures, please. 

Mr. TAvENNER. What is your name, please, sir / 


TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM C. NOTZ 
Mr. Norz. My name is William C. Notz. 


Mr. Tavenner. You are appearing here pursuant to a subpena 
served on you? 

Mr. Norz. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is the practice of the committee to advise all 
witnesses that they have a right to have counsel with them if they 
desire. It appears that you do not have counsel, so I assume you do 
not desire counsel ? 

Mr. Norz. I do not have counsel, s 

Mr. 'Tavenner. But do you desire counsel ? 

Mr. Norz. No; I don’t think so. 
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Mr. Tavenner. I am certain that if at any time during the course 
of the hearing you change your mind and desire the benefit of coun- 
sel, the chairman will consider your request, should you make one. 

When and where were you born, Mr. Notz? 

Mr. Norz. I was born i * Watervliet, N. Y., in 1905. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Norz. I reside at 1223 Highland Avenue. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been in Dayton? 

Mr. Norz. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Dayton? 

Mr. Norz. I have lived in Dayton from 1921 until the present. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Norz. I was a tool and die maker, and then a tool inspector, and 
I am now self-employed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your for- 
mal educational training has been ? 

Mr. Norz. I was educated in the public schools of Middletown, 
Ohio, and Dayton, Ohio, and I am a graduate of Stuyvers High 
School and I have had some college extension in the technical fields. 

Mr. TavenneR. Will you give the committee, please, a brief résumé 
of your employment record ? 

Mr. Norz. Well, you mean since I have been employed? You 
mean—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Let us begin—— 

Mr. Norz. I will say this: In 1920, around there, I began 

Mr. Tavenner. You need not go back that far. Begin, say, in 1940. 

Mr. Norz. Well, 1940, I worked for the Monarch “Marketing Sys- 
tem Co., and from there I went to the Aeroproducts Division of 
General Motors 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you work for General Motors? 

Mr. Norz. I worked there 914 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Beginning and ending when? 

Mr. Norz. Well, beginning in 1941 and ending in 1950. 

Mr. Tavenner. I assume that during that period you were a mem- 
ber of a union having a contract with that plant? 

Mr. Norz. Yes; I was. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Where was this plant? 

Mr. TavenNnER. What was the name of the plant? 

Mr. Norz. Vandalia, Ohio. 

I would like to say something here on my own. Since Mr. Edmis- 
ton at one time or another mentioned my name before this committee, 
I have lost employment and the right to get employment, and am 
blacklisted by General Motors, and pursuant to that I requested a 
hearing from the Loyalty Board in Washington, and in cooperation 
with this committee I gave them this testimony, so that they could 
study it over, and since I was discharged up there on the basis of 
Mr. Edmiston’s testimony I have endeavored through drink and hard 
work to forget all of my union activity, and I have been sitting back 
here in this room and listening to people that I have known testify. 
[ can say that I think a plague on both of your houses, not this 
committee, but tI say a plague on the politics al situation in the country 
because these are people that knew each other and are testifying ad- 
versely naeliea ' each other. Many of them on questions that were 
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Mr. TavennNer. Wait a minute. You state “testifying adversely.” 
All we are asking for is facts. It is not a question whether it is 
adverse or in favor. 

Mr. Norz. I will say this: The things that were done in the CIO, 
and under CIO policy, voted on and everything, and decided by 
democratic vote, now come up for review. It was, inasmuch as I 
know, decisions were made democratically. I think that is where 
I say a plague on both of your houses. 

Mr. Scuerer. Let me say for the record, the only thing this com- 
mittee is trying to do is determine the nature and extent of the Com- 
munist infiltration into certain labor unions and certain institutions 
in thiscountry. That is the only thing this committee is interested in. 

Mr. Norz. Well, since I turned over this transcript to this hearing, 
that I had, that covers all of my life, family, religion, and union 
activity in that plant. Of course, I have not been associated with any 
of the people or the, you know, employment or anything since that 
time. 

Mr. Scuerer. No question has yet been asked with reference to 
your union activity. 

Mr. Norz. Yes; Mr. Tavenner did ask me about representation in 
the plant. 

Mr. Cuarpy. He asked if you had been a member of the union? 

Mr. Norz. Yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. There is no question before the witness. Will you 
ask questions ? 

Mr. TaveNNER. You stated that you lost your employment. 

Mr. Norz. Yes, sir; I did. 

Mr. TaveNNeER. From what plant? 

Mr. Norz. Aeroproducts Division of General Motors. 

Mr. TavenNnER. Where? 

Mr. Norz. In Vandalia, Ohio. 

Mr. Water. When? 

Mr. Norz. 1950. 

Mr. Water. Was that because your employer found you had gone 
to the World Youth Festival in Prague, Czechoslovakia, at the ex- 
pense = the Communists ? 

Mr. Norz. No. You are misinformed there. I don’t mean to con- 
‘addict ‘you, but you are misinformed there. 

Mr. Wares. Did you go to Prague? 

Mr. Norz. No; I didn’t. 

Mr. Water. Have you ever been outside the United States? 

Mr. Norz. I have been to Toronto. 

Mr. Water. Never to Europe? 

Mr. Norz. No. 

Mr. Crarpy. Was it because the employer questioned whether or 
not because of the nature of the work they were doing that you were 
a good security risk? Wasthat the basis? 

Mr. Norz. That was the question generally, yes; that was it; yes, 
sir. Fj 

Mr. Crarpy. And then you say you took it up with the Loyalty 
Review Board? ee 

Mr. Norz. Well, that is not the technical name for it. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You understand what I am getting at ? 

Mr. Norz. Generally speaking. 


t 
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Mr. Waurer. I don’t think I have been misinformed. Have you a 
son ¢ 

Mr. Norz. Yes; Ihave ason. 

Mr. Waurer. Was your son selected for this educational trip be- 
hind the Iron Curtain ¢ 

Mr. Norz. No. 

Mr. Water. Was he in Czechoslovakia ? 

Mr. Norz. My son was in Czechoslovakia, but my son was not be 
hind the Iron Curtain. That is part of the terrible rumor that has 
spread on these things. 

Mr. Water. I think this is a good time to clarify the atmosphere. 
When was your son in Czechoslov akia ? 

Mr. Norz. He was in the early part, I believe, I can be wrong on 
this, but he was previous to the present regime there. He was there 
when the coalition government was in power under— 

Mr. Cuarpy. What year / 

Mr. Norz. I think either 1946 or—I think is was 1946. 

Mr. Watrer. 1947? 

Mr. Norz. Well, it was before the event that you are referring to. 

Mr. Scuerer. Was that a Communist meeting that he attended ¢ 

Mr. Norz. No; it was not. I think, now, Mr. Scherer, I think my 
position on this is, that is covered in the testimony very clearly, the 
questions that you are asking here. 

Mr. Criarpy. What testimony are you,talking about? We haven't 
gotten to it yet. 

Mr. Norz. Your counsel has gone over it— 

Mr. Ciarpy. You are talking about something before somebody 
else. It is not testimony here today. It is testimony that you gave 
before the other board, isn’t it ? 

Mr. Norz. Yes. But I have sonlninnd it officially to this com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. That is fine. We don’t want any misunderstanding 
by anybody that you are talking about testimony that has been given 
to us. What you did before some other board or what you told some- 
one else is something that we may or may not explore. Your testi- 
mony that you gave “before us will stand eclepopale sntly of anything 
else you may have said. 


May I pursue that just a moment on this Czechoslovakian trip? Do 
you have the details on that? 


Mr. Tavenner. This witness was not in Czechoslovakia, so I didn’t 
intend to ask him any question about it. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Now that it has been brought in—— 

Mr. Tavenner. His son was. 

Mr. Crarpy. It was in 1947. Who do you apprehend was in control 
of the country at that time? 

Mr. Norz. The Benes government was in control then. 

Mr. Ciarpy. The Communists were controlling the whole works in 
Czechoslovakia at that time. That is why Benes lost his life, isn’t it? 

Mr. Norz. I don’t want to disagree violently or anything. There 
was a certain date at which the government changed there in character. 
Now, we will apnea ee that, I think, there was a date that it changed. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Isn’t Czechoslovakia one of the classic ex: amples of how 
the Communist boa constrictor swallows everything that comes within 
its reach? They were brought into the government as part of it, 
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as we tried to make some moves in China, tried to foolishly during the 
war, to get Chiang Kai-shek to take the Communists in his embrace. 

In Czechoslovakia didn’t that happen, and as a result the Commu- 
nists took over? 

Mr. Norz. I don’t differ with you at that time. 

Mr. Crarpy. Hadn’t that happened at the time your son was there? 

Mr. Norz. No. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I don’t read the same history you do. 

Mr. Norz. I read Czechoslovakia was a democracy in there, and—— 

Mr. Ciarpy. A Communist-type democracy which means a dictator- 
ship. 

Mr. Norz. I don’t know about that. 

Mr. Ciarpy. It was brought in because of the way you mentioned it. 
I will not pursue it any further. I assure you you are completely 
mistaken as to your interpretation of the kind of government. 

Mr. Norz. The State Department of the United States did not recog- 
nize that, what you are saying there. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Again I contradict you, but I don’t want to get into a 
quarrel with you. 

Mr. Norz. He went there on a State Department visa and so forth. 

Mr. Cuarpy. You have to have that. 

Mr. Norz. The part I want to make there, Mr. Clardy, is this: He 
went there on a State Department visa, and now, right next to 
Czechoslovakia, on the, I think, the southern border, I may be wrong, 
is Yugoslavia, which is a Communist country, and is still a Com- 
munist country. 

Well, now, the visa, I saw his passport, and it was stricken out for 
that. In other words, the State Department wasn’t giving any clear- 
ance to any Communist country at all. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Perhaps you have heard that the State Department has 
made a few mistakes. 

Mr. Norz. That very well may be. I believe it was considered as a 
democracy at the time. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You and I will never agree on that. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you know he was going? 

Mr. Norz. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Cuarpy. We have had a lot of evidence about the meeting he 
attended. Believe you me, it was a Communist meeting and nothing 
else. 

That is all I have to say on it. 

Mr. Tavenner. As I understand it, you appeared before the Indus- 
trial Employment Review Board, the Munitions Board of the Indus- 
trial Employment Review Board on February 5, 1951; did you not? 

Mr. Norz. Yes, sir. 

Mr. sare And you testified there? 

Mr. Norz. Under oath; yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Under oath, and the record of that testimony is 
what you sent to me a few days ago? 

Mr. Norz. Yes; you have it now in front of you. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have it before me. I notice on page 11 of this 
transcript that you were asked this question: “Are you now or have 
you ever been a member of the Communist Party ?’ 

To which you replied: “No, I haven’t.” 
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Was that question asked you and was that answer given by you? 

Mr. Norz. I submitted this record, and that record is under oath 
entirely. 

Mr. Scuerrr. Just a minute. You will answer the question. You 
are 2g cted to answer the question. 

ns Norz. What is the question again ? 

The question was read by the reporter. ) 

Mr. Norz. Yes; this is a record that I admit to you and give to you, 
this record, this testimony — oath. 

Mr. Scuerer. All right. I don’t think the answer is clear. Was 
that question asked you before this board and did you give that 
answer as read by Mr. Tavenner? 

Mr. Norz. That is right, yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. All right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you asked this question at this hearing by 
Mr. Mason: “You have never been a member?” Reply: “That is 
right.” 

Mr. Norz. Now, I would have to look at the transcript. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Let the record show that the transcript 1s placed before 
the witness. 

Mr. Norz. What you read there is in here, yes. 

Mr. Crarpy. That, Mr. Chairman, wasn’t the question. The ques- 
tion is not whether it is in there, but whether he was asked the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Norz. Yes, I was asked that question. 

Mr. Crarpy. And you made that answer ?/ 

Mr. Norz. Yes. 

Mr. 'TavENNER. Now, will you tell this committee, please, whether 
or not the replies which you admit having given were truthful when 
you made them ? 

Mr. Norz. Well, now, I would say this to that: You have the 
record in front of you. I have cooperated with this committee and 
given you the record. The record is made under oath, and I don’t 
see how I can swear on one Bible and then swear on two Bibles, see. 
I submitted this for your information, and I want you to use it, and 
cooperate, and I will cooperate, but that is the way that was given. I 
can’t say I now swear it on two Bibles. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Tavenner, will you repeat your question ? 

(The question was read by the reporter.) 

Mr. Scuerer. You are directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Norz. I will say they were given under oath. 

Mr. Scuerer. That isn’t answering the question. We understand 
they were given under oath. Will you answer the question? You 
are directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Norz. I would still say they were given under oath, and I 
submit this to this committee as the record of that occurrence and 
so forth. 

Mr. Scuerer. You have not answered the question that I directed 
you to answer. You are clearly in contempt of the Congress. 

Proceed with the next question. Do you want to answer the ques- 
tion ? 

Mr. Norz. Well, see, as I 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you understand the question ? 
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Mr. Norz. Yes, you are asking me to reaffirm this testimony, as 
I get it, ina general way. 

Mr. Scuerer. When you gave that testimony, the simple question 

: Was it truthful? 

“ir. Norz. Well, this is a truthful statement, sure. That is the 
reason I submitted this here record to you. 

Mr. Scuerer. Let’s repeat the question, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. TavenneER. Read the question. 

(The ig ion was read by the reporter.) 

Mr. Norz. Yes, they were truthful when I gave them, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you now deny that you were ever a member of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Norz. I have also said that under oath before, and in that 
testimony that I have given you. 

Mr. Scuerer. I direct you to answer the question. The question is, 
Were you ever a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Norz. I would say to that question, now, that it is already 
covered in the testimony under oath, and I want to add this: That, 
see, Mr. Scherer, I want to say that after this testimony of Mr. 
Edmiston, I was severely damaged in the community and have been 
unable to get on my feet at all. Now, I am not going to go through 
this thing again. I say if the Government has a case here, let them 
take it to the courts and so forth, and I am not going to keep going 
through this over and over again. 

Mr. Scuerer. Now, the simple question is, irrespective of what 
testimony you gave to any other board, at any other time, the question 
now is, “Were you ever a member of the Communist Party?” 

Mr. Norz. Well, I think I have been under double jeopardy here. 
I have already been tried, and the finding in this case was that I could 
not be employed. 

Mr. Scuenrer. I will give you one more opportunity. I am directing 
you to answer my question. 

Mr. Norz. I answer it is double jeopardy I am suffering here, which 
is not constitutional. I mean—— 

Mr. Scuerer. I respectfully disagree with you. I am directing you 
to answer the question. You are refusing to answer the question. 

Mr. Norz. No, I answer it this way: I say I am being subjected to 
double jeopardy here. I appeared before a Government board—— 

Mr. Scuerer. I submit the record is clear. He has not answered, 
he has refused to answer a question. 

Mr. Cuarpy. May I ask a slightly different question ? 

Mr. Scuerer. You certainly may. 

Mr. Crarpy. Are you a member of the Communist Party today? 
Be fore you answer, I call your attention to the fact I am talking about 

. period that is obviously subsequent to the time that you gave the 
i 

Now, what is your answer to that? 

Mr. Norz. No; I am not. 

Mr. Crarpy. All right. Were you ever a member of the Commu- 
nist Party 1 year ago tod: ay? 

Mr. Norz. One year ago today? That would be covered in the 
previous question you asked me. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Answer my question. 

Mr. Norz. No; I wasn’t. 





COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE DAYTON, OHIO, AREA 6867 


Mr. CLarpy. Were you a member of the Communist Party 2 years 
rgo today ¢ : : 

Mr. Norz. No. 

Mr. CLarpy. Were you a member of the Communist Party 3 years 
ago today 4 ; : 

Mr. Norz. I can save you a lot of time and say I am not. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Answer the question and you will save a lot more 
time. 

Mr. Norz. No. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Were you a member of the Communist Party 4 years 
igo today ¢ F 7 

Mr. Norz. Let me see. What is today? The 15th of September? 

Mr. Crarpy. The 13th of September 

Mr. Norz. Well, that would be before I made this other testimony, 
and I would say I am being subjected to double jeopardy, tried twice 
on the same charge. 

Mr. Scnerer. The witness is directed to answer the question of 
Congressman Clardy. 

Mr. Norz. You have my answer. 

Mr. Cuarpy. What is the date on which the testimony was given? 

Mr. Tavenner. February 1951. 

Mr. Ciarpy. February what? 

Mr. Tavenner. The 5th. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Were you a member of the Communist Party on 
February 6, 1951? 

Mr. Norz. What was the date? 

Mr. Ciarpy. February 5, 1951, is the date of the transcript. 

Mr. Norz. No. Iam testifying after that testimony was given there. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Were you on February 4, 1951, a member of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Norz. That is adequately taken care of in this record. 

Mr. Ciarpy. No, it is not, because it is independent. 

Mr. Scuerer. You are directed to answer Mr. Clardy’s question 
as to whether you were a member of the Communist Party on February 
4,1951. That question you are directed to answer, sir. 

Mr. Norz. I have already given my answer on it. 

Mr. Scuerer. Will you give it again ? 

Mr. Norz. I say that that is covered in the testimony under oath 
that I have furnished to this committee. 

Mr. Scuerer. Irrespective of what is covered in that testimony, 
the question is now whether you were a member of the Communist 
Party on February 4, 1951. You are directed to answer that ques- 
tion, sir. 

Mr. Norz. I have given my answer on it. 

Mr. Screrer. All right. I submit that the record shows he has 
not answered the question. 

Proceed with your next question. 

Mr. Criarpy. Then, Witness, to finish up on that phase, as,far as 
I am concerned, as I understand it, you are now unwilling at this time 
to state categorically yes or no in answer to my series “of questions 
whenever they go back of February 5, 1951; am I correct in my 
assumption ? 

Mr. Norz. Yes, I think I have furnished the committee with all of 
this information, and I think that that is adequate. They pried into 








6868 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE DAYTON, OHIO, AREA 


my private life, and into my union life, into my political activity, 
and it is all covered there. There is no reservation in that testimony 
whatsoever. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Then why are you unwilling to repeat what you said 
in that testimony ¢ 

Mr. Norz. Because it amounts to double jeopardy. I can point 
out to this committee, I know you are not from Dayton. I know 
there are people in this room that know this. I am perhaps the only 
person who has lost employment in a civilian plant and has been black- 
listed. I say I am being put in double jeopardy. I am tried over 
again on this thing. 

Mr. Watrer. You are not being tried for anything. This is a 
congressional inquiry. It is not a trial. It seems to me you should 
be very glad to welcome the opportunity to clear the atmosphere so 
that you won’t be blacklisted. There must be a reason. I don’t know 
what you said. I never knew there was another record. It is the first 
time I have seen you or heard of you. It seems to me this is your op- 
portunity to clarify the atmosphere. 

Mr. Norz. Perhaps to you that is true, but to me, living here in 
this community the last 4 years, having to drag myself to make a liv- 
ing, and having a darn h: urd time of it—— 

Mr. Water. Why? 

Mr. Norz. Because some man under oath perjured himself and 
caused me to lose my job. 

Mr. Water. A good way to test that would be for you under oath 
to contest that. That would get rid of all of that atmosphere. 

Mr. Norz. I am under oath presently. 

Mr. Waurer. You haven’t answered the question. 

Mr. Norz. I have. I have given you 

Mr. Watrer. I would show you a way out. You are under oath. 
Have you ever been a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Norz. That is covered in the testimony. 

Mr. Warrer. Answer the question. You will save so much time. 

Mr. Norz. It won’t save any time at all. I don’t see that it will. 
It would save time if you examined this record. 

Mr. Scuerer. You said a witness perjured himself. 

Mr. Norz. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. In what respect ? 

Mr. Norz. This man went before the—I don’t know whether you 
gentlemen were the members of the committee—he went before this 
committee. 

Mr. Screrer. When you say this man, whom are you referring to? 

Mr. Norz. I am referring to Mr. John Edmiston. 

Mr. Screrer. In which respect did Mr. John Edmiston perjure 
himself before this committee ? 

Mr. Norz. He named me as a Communist. 

Mr. Scuerer. Was he telling the truth or was he telling a lie? 

Mr. Norz. No; he was telling a lie. 

Let me add to that 








Mr. Water. You have answered the question. 

Mr. Norz. Yes, [ have. I would like your permission to add to that. 

Mr. Water. You have answered the question. There is no ques- 
tion before you at all. It is for the purpose of our inquiry, we are 
satisfied. Go ahead. 
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Mr. Norz. Mr. Chairman, may I—— 

Mr. Scuerer. There is no question before you. Proceed to the 
next question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, whether you 
are acquainted with a place known as 903 Wayne Avenue? 

Mr. Norz. That is also covered under the testimony there. 

Mr. Criarvy. Where? 

Mr. TAaveENNER. Dayton ? 

Mr. Scuerer. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Norz. I say that is supplied to this committee under oath in 
the form of this hearing, this Board in Washington, Munitions Board. 
I have submitted it. The committee has accepted it. I want them 
to have these questions before them. They are answered there under 
oath. 

Mr. Scuerer. Witness, we are not interested at all in what you said 
before the other Board except as you might say something different 
here. The question is before you, which this committee is now asking 
you, and you are directed to answer the question whether or not you 
ever lived at that address 

Mr. Tavenner. No; was acquainted with the place known as 903 
Wayne Avenue, Dayton, Ohio. 

Mr. Norz. That, I would say, is answered under the record I have 
given to the committee. , 

Mr. Scuerer. I submit the witness is refusing to answer the ques- 
tion. Heisincontempt. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Ciarpy. May I make an observation? I am quite sure not a 
single member of this subcommittee has read the transcript of the 
prior hearing. I want that to show clearly here, because I am inter- 
ested in getting firsthand fresh answers from this witness. 

Mr. Waurer. I never knew of its existence. 

Mr. Crarpy. I didn’t. 

Mr. Scuerer. Even if we had read it, I have not, never knew of it; 
it wouldn’t make any difference. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Not a bit. I want the record to be reinforced by that 
statement. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Did you ever attend a Communist Party meeting 
at 903 Wayne Avenue? 

Mr. Norz. What date was this? 

Mr. TAavenner. At any time; at 903 Wayne Avenue. 

Mr. Norz. Are you asking me back of this 1951 date, or before? 

Mr. TAvENNER. My question is, Whether or not you attended at 
any time a Communist Party meeting at 903 Wayne Avenue, Dayton. 
Ohio. 

Mr. Norz. I would say since I do not have that testimony in front 
of me, I don’t know what is the testimony. I don’t memorize the 
testimony. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Chairman, I ask he be directed to answer. He 
wasn’t asked anything about the transcript. He was asked a plain 
question. 

Mr. Norz. Mr. Clardy 

Mr. Scuerer. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Norz. Mr. Scherer, Mr. Chairman, may I say, I have submitted 
this to the committee so the committee may use it. If your counsel, 
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Mr. Tavenner, has a copy in front of him, which he has, and he asks 
me questions over and over again, over this here thing, 1 have been 
asked all of these questions before. I could very easily answer these 
questions differently. I have said to start with I was kicked down, 
persecuted, and I have had a hard time getting along. 

Mr. Scuerrer. We have heard that story. We have let you tell 
it. It is not relevant, but we have let you tell it. I am not going to 
let you repeat that story again. 

Mr. Norz. My memory fails me. 

Mr. Scuerer. There is one question before the witness and the 
witness is directed to answer. Either answer or refuse to answer. 

Mr. Norz. I am not going to refuse to answer. I am going to tell 
you that the answer is covered. 

Mr. Scuerer. I submit 

Mr. Norz. If you clarify your question, make it more specific—— 

Mr. Scuerer. I submit the witness has not answered the question. 
Let us proceed with the next question. 

Mr. Crarpy. May I at this point ask him a question that I think 
may cut the Gordian knot on future ones. Is that answer relating 
to what is in the transcript of the other hearing the only answer you 
would give to that question ? 

Mr. Norz. If counsel, Mr. Tavenner, asks me after the date, and 
[ will have to refer 

Mr. Ciarpy. You didn’t understand me. You were asked the ques- 
tion as to whether you ever attended a Communist Party meeting at 
the location described. 

Mr. Norz. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You said in answer thereto that it was covered in the 
transcript. 

Mr. Norz. Yes. 

Mr. Crarpy. My question is this: Is that the only answer that you 
will submit to this committee ? 

Mr. Norz. That is the only answer I will submit to that question in 
that form. 

Mr. Cuarpy. That is all I am talking about. 

Mr. Norz. Specifically others, I wouldn’t say 

Mr. Ciarpy. That is all you will answer 

Mr. Water. Mr. Tavenner, give me that transcript and ask him 
questions without referring to it. 

Mr. TaveNNER. That question was not based on the transcript. 

Mr. Watrer. Give me the transcript. 

Mr. Norz. Give it back tome. I havea receipt for it. 

Mr. TaveNNER. It was much broader than the transcript. 

Mr. Crarpy. I didn’t get a clear answer to my last question. I want 
to be sure it is nailed down. So there will be no misunderstanding, 
the only answer you are going to give to that specific question is the 
answer you have given thus far? 

Mr. Norz. That specific question that Mr. Tavenner asked, the only 
answer I will give is what I have already given. Is that what you 
are asking ¢ 

Mr. Cuarpy. As reflected in the transcript of the hearing before 
the Board. 

Mr. Watrter. We are not talking about the transcript. 

Mr. Norz. That is right. 
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Mr. Scuerer. Now proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Notz, there was testimony given this morning 
by Mr. Arthur Strunk that he was dues secretary, rather dues collec- 
tor of the Communist Party for a period of 8 years, and that he 
collected Communist Party dues from you. Was that testimony true 
or false ¢ 

Mr. Norz. Let’s see. You are asking me whether his testimony—— 

Mr. Scurrer. Witness, we have been patient with you. You are 
directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Norz. These are complicated questions, sir. 

Mr. Watrterr. Let’s put it another way. Did you ever pay any dues 
to Mr. Strunk for any organization whatsoever ? 

Mr. Norz. No, I didn’t. I made contributions to Mr. Strunk. 

Mr. Water. For what purpose? 

Mr. Norz. Various civil liberties activities. 

Mr. Water. For example? 

Mr. Norz. I think the Scottsboro case, and some of these cases that 
have been notoriously defended by several liberties organizations. 

Mr. Watrter. Notoriously defended by several civil liberties or 
ganizations ? 

Mr. Norz. They were, well, maybe I haven’t used the right lan- 
guage. I would say notorious cases, they had national notoriety, and 
different organizations 

Mr. Watrer. You made regular contributions to Mr. Strunk? 

Mr. Norz. Not regular; periodic contributions. 

Mr. Ciarpy. What is the period ? 

Mr. Norz. I knew Mr. Strunk for quite a long while. I can’t say 
how long I knew him. I think it dates back possibly to the 1930’s and 
he contacted me for contributions and so forth, and I always felt he 
was sending them into the organizations that he was saying he rep- 
resented. 

Mr. Water. Mr. Strunk? 

Mr. Norz. Yes. 

Mr. Water. In the 1930's? 

Mr. Norz. Yes. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You heard the period he described when he was oper- 
ating as an undercover agent for the F BI, didn’t you? 

Mr. Norz. No, I didn’t, sir. I was only in the room since 1:30. 

Mr. Watrer. That probably accounts for your answer. 

Mr. Norz. It wouldn’t change any answer, sir. 

Mr. Watrer. You went back to the 1930’s because the Scottsboro 

case was about 20 years ago, and long before Mr. Strunk started col- 
lecting money for the Communist Party. 

Mr. Norz. I mentioned I knew Mr. Strunk a long time ago, and I 
had given him contributions a long time he had said, or that you tell 
me he had said this in testimony here. That is what I mean to say to 
this committee. I knew Mr. Strunk before this. 

Mr. Cuarpy. For the last quarter of a century you have been making 
monthly contributions to Mr. Strunk? 

Mr. Norz. I wouldn’t say that. 

Mr. Crarpy. What would you say? 

Mr. Norz. I would say; I have made contributions to Mr. Strunk. 

Mr. Criarpy. How frequently ? 
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Mr. Norz. That would be sporadic, once every 3 months, some years, 
and once every so often other years; not regularly. 

Mr. Scuerer. You knew him to be a functionary of the Communist 
Party; did you not? 

Mr. Norz. I didn’t know him that way until up into the 1940's, 
ometime. I don’t have any notes or anything; see ¢ 

Mr. Scuerer. When did you find out he was a functionary? 

Mr. Norz. I cannot tell you that. 

Mr. Scuerer. Approximately when? 

Mr. Norz. I can’t say approximately. I say it was known to me 
ifter I knew him. 

Mr. Cuarpy. You said sometime in the 1940's. 

Mr. Norz. I say sometime in the 1940's, as near as I can pin it down. 

Mr. Scuerer. You gave him contributions; you knew he was a 
functionary of the Communist Party; didn’t you? 

Mr. Norz. 1 would say I gave him contributions for specific purposes. 

Mr. Scuerer. You gave him contributions during the time you 
knew him to be a functionary of the Communist Party; did you not? 

Mr. Norz. Well, I did not know he was a functionary. He admitted 
he was a Communist to me, but I did not know he was a functionary. 
Mr. Scuerer. He admitted to you he was a Communist. When did 
» admit that to you! 
Mr. Norz. I can’t say. 
Mr. Scurrer. After he admitted to you he was a Communist, didn’t 


> ~ 25 ° 
ve as a matter of fact, give him contributions 


it 


Mr. Norz. I gave him contributions for specific reasons; yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. I understand that. These contributions, you say, 
were given for specific purposes. The fact is, they were given to him 
after he admitted to you he was a Communist ! 

Mr. Norz. Is thata question £ 

Mr. ScHerer. Yes. 

Mr. Norz. What is the question? What should I say? 

Mr. Scuerer. The question is very clear. Isn't it a fact that you 
gave him contributions after he admitted to you he was a Communist ? 

Mr. Norz. Well, I can’t pin it down exactly that way. I would say 


I gave him contributions, but I don’t know. Like I haven't said the 
ate I knew this. 

Mr. Scuerer. What period did you give contributions to Mr. 
Strunk? 


Mr. Norz. I have known him:since in the 1930's. 
lerstand } have known him since the 1930’s, 

but when did vou give him contributions ? 

rz. Lhave no record to go on. 


HERER. When was the last time you gave him contributions? 


Mr. Scuerer. Was it 5 years ago? 
Mr. Norz. It may have been any place in the 10 or 15 years that 
ave been COV ered. 
Mr. Scuerer. A1 
Mr. Norz. Nota 


ntne li years up to LvoU ¢ 
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Mr. Scurrer. Not after 1950, but up to 1950. When did he tell you 
he was a Communist ? 

Mr. Norz. I don’t know. Isaid I have no way of telling. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Strunk also testified before the committee this 
morning that he was standing for reelection or had been nominated 
for reelection as dues collector of the Communist Party, and you were 
also nominated, and during the course of the election you withdrew. 

Mr. Norz. I have no knowledge of that. I do not remember any- 
thing like that. I can’t remember anything in there at all. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Will you deny it? 

Mr. Norz. I say I can’t remember, because I have told the commit- 
tee before that I have tried through drink and hard work to forget a 
period in there that turned out to be very tragic for me. 

I want to ask this committee if they have any mercy to leave me out. 
That is my plea to thiscommittee. Leave me up. 

Mr. Watrer. What is the period you are talking about, the tragic 
period ¢ 

Mr. Norz. The tragic period was when I began to represent people 
in a plant as a union—not organized—as a union representative. 

Mr. Water. What was that period ? 

Mr. Norz. It ran roughly from 1941 to 1950. I say roughly, be- 
cause I was out of office before any of this started at all. 

Mr. Tavenner. What wasthe union which you represented ? 

Mr. Norz. That, I believe, is covered in that testimony. 

Mr. Scuerrer. Now, Witness, I direct you to answer that question, 
whether it is covered in the transcript or not. I am not interested. 
You are directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Norz. I was with the United Automobile Workers, CIO. I 
never belonged to the UE or another labor organization. 

Mr. TaveNNER. What was the unit of the local, what number ? 

Mr. Norz. I can’t remember what the local number was. I can tell 
you the plant, but I can’t remember the number. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the plant? 

Mr. Norz. The plant was Aeroproducts, General Motors. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the position that you held there? 

Mr. Norz. I was the bargaining agent. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, Mr. Notz—— 

Mr. Norz. The chief steward, they call it the chief steward in some 
plants. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Was that plant engaged in the performance of war 
contracts ¢ 

Mr. Norz. I am afraid my answer is that this is covered by the 
testimony in this other trial. 

Mr. Scuerer. I am directing the witness to answer the question. 

Mr. Norz. That is my answer. 

Mr. Scuerer. I submit the record will show the witness has not 
answered the question. 

Proceed with the next question, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. In the course of the hearing which you have de- 
scribed, were you asked this question by Lieutenant Colonel Wray. 
This appears on page 35. 

One receipt is dated May 24, 1946, in the amount of $3.30. That amount was 


listed as paid by you for Communist Party dues from January 1946 through 
June 1946. How do you explain that? 
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I don’t explain it at all. I just deny it because I don’t recognize those receipts 
or anything. 

Do you recall that question having been asked and that reply having 
been made by you? 

Mr. Norz. I would have to look at that to see. 

Mr. TAaveNnNeER. Yes. 

(At this point Mr. Tavenner showed Mr. Notz a document.) 

Mr. Norz. I have examined that transcript. I see that is in there. 
Yes. 

Mr. Crarpy. That isn’t the question. He didn’t answer the question. 

Mr. Norz. Restate the question. 

Mr. Crarpy. Didn’t you have that question submitted to you, and 
did you make that answer? 

Mr. Norz. Yes; it is in this testimony; yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Very soon after that question was propounded to 
you, and that answer made by you, and on your return to Dayton, 
did you go to Mr. Arthur Strunk and have a conversation with him 
regarding the hearing that you had had in Washington ? 

Mr. Norz. Now, this question, I suppose, would be since the hearing ? 

Mr. TavENNER. I said—— 

Mr. Norz. I want to be sure we understand and I understand what 
you aresaying. I would say, No, to that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. No? 

Mr. Norz. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. You had no conversation with him on the subject 
after your return? 

Mr. Norz. No conversation on that subject; no. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Clardy? 

Mr. Crarpy. No questions. 

Mr. Watrer. Did you have a conversation with Mr. Strunk concern- 
ing anything? 

Mr. Norz. Oh, yes. 

Mr. Watrter. After the hearing in Washington ? 

Mr. Norz. Mr. Strunk was a friend of my family, and so forth. 
His wife was recently deceased, and up to that time I did have many 
conversations with him on a social basis. He came to my place. I 
invited him for meals when his wife died. 

Mr. Watrer. You mentioned the fact you had been to Washington ? 

Mr. Norz. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Watrer. You told him why you had been to Washington? 

Mr. Norz. He knew why. 

Mr. Water. How did he know? 

Mr. Norz. Because I had lost my employment and had been severely 
damaged before this. 

Mr. Water. You talked about your trip quite freely; didn’t you? 

Mr. Norz. No; we did not. I will say, what he did, he leafed 
through this here manuscript here, this here transcript, and that is 
all. He leafed through it. 

Mr. Tavenner. As a matter of fact, didn’t you say to Mr. Strunk 
words to this general effect, that somebody has been stealing your 
records or finding out from your records? 

Mr. Norz. No; I didn’t. 

Mr. TaveNNER. What? 
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Mr. Norz. No; I didn’t say anything like that. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is all, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Scuerer. Is Rose Notz your wife? 

Mr. Norz. I will not testify about my family. That is one part 
I refuse to do, testify on my family at all. 

Mr. Scuerer. I am directing you to answer 

Mr. Norz. Rose Notz is my wife, and that answers your question, 
but I am not testifying against my wife. That isn’t legal or anything 
else. 

Mr. Scuerer. I am going to ask you what her employment was in 
1946? 

Mr. Norz. I can’t answer. 

Mr. Scuerer. I am directing you to answer. 

Mr. Norz. I can’t answer. 

Mr. Scuerer. What was her employment between 1948 and 1951? 

Mr. Norz. I can’t answer those questions. They relate to my wife. 
I cannot testify against her. 

Mr. Scuerer. I am not asking you to testify against her. We are 
asking what her employment was. 

Mr. Norz. That would be testimony. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you know what her employment was? 

Mr. Norz. I do. 

Mr. Scuerer. Then I am directing you to answer. 

Mr. Norz. I refuse to answer. 

Mr. Scuerer. All right. 

Mr. Norz. I will not testify against my wife. 

Mr. Water. We don’t want you to testify against your wife. 

Mr. Norz. This testimony is to be used against people. I have seen 
it happen over and over again. I won’t testify against my wife or any 
other part of my family. 

Mr. Scuerer. The rule is, sir, you are only permitted not to testify 
against your wife in a criminal case, when she is charged with a crim- 
inal offense. 

Mr. Norz. I will take my stand on the law. I won’t testify against 
my wife or my family. I don’t think that is such an irreparable de- 
mand. Now, I don’t. I don’t think that is such an awful thing. 
Here is a man that refuses to testify against his wife. 

Mr. Scuerer. I am not asking you to say anything against your wife 
at all except what her employ ment was. 

Mr. Norz. I won’t testify against my wife. 

Mr. Water. You feel it is testifying against your wife to tell this 
committee what work she did ? 

Mr. Norz. Any testimony—— 

Mr. Watrer. Answer the question. 

Mr. Norz. You say, doI feel that isagainst? Yes,Ido. I feel that 
is against. 

Mr. Scuerer. Her employment wasn’t such during that period that 
it would hurt her. 

Mr. Norz. You see, I am not making any sort of a thing that way 
about it. I just say I will not answer questions about my wife. J] 
won't testify against my wife. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. I have one question that that suggests: Did you con- 
sult with counsel, any attorney, about this last subject that was 


brought up? 
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Mr. Norz. You mean the questions about my wife ? 

Mr. Crarpy. About the employment of your wife? 

Mr. Norz. No;Ihaven’t. I have not been advised by counsel. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You haven't sought any legal advice? 

Mr. Norz. No; I haven’t. Wait a minute. I would not say I 
haven’t sought any legal advice. I have sought legal advice, not on 
that question, and I have not been advised on ‘that question, and I am 
not advised in this testimony at all. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You didn’t make any effort to retain or hire a lawyer 
to advise you here today ? 

Mr. Norz. Yes,I did. But I am, I do not retain counsel for this pur- 
pose here. My testimony is not advised by counsel. Does that cover 
it? You know—— 

Mr. Cuiarpy. You didn’t bring along a lawyer because you just 
simply didn’t choose to do so? It was at your own volition you came 
here without an attorney? 

Mr. Norz. Not exactly. I haven’t the flat refusal of an attorney to 
accompany me here, but I 

Mr. Ciarpy. You haven’t you say? 

Mr. Norz. I haven’t. But, on the other hand, I haven’t found it 
easy to locate an attorney to get into this thing, and most attorneys 
will tell me that, have told me, that these hearings are not legal in 
the sense of a court hearing, and that they probably wouldn’t have 
any say or wouldn’t have any control of a client in such a thing, and 
have said, you know, things, they couldn’t do any good in a thing of 
this sort. That is the only advice that I have. 

Mr. Crarpy. Were those attorneys local Dayton attorneys? 

Mr. Norz. Yes, yes. 

Mr. Cuarpy. That is all. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no questions, further questions, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Mr. Scuerer. The witness is dismissed. 

Mr. Norz. Before my dismissal, could I ask a question of the 
chairman ? 

Mr. Scuerer. No. 

Mr. Norz. This is a pe rfectly technical question. 

Mr. Scuerer. There are no questions. You have refused to answer 
questions. The witness is dismissed. 

Mr. Cxiarpy. Will you leave the stand? 

Mr. Norz. Yes. I have a receipt 

Mr. Scuerer. You can ask counsel about it. 

(Witness was excused. ) 








TESTIMONY OF ARTHUR PAUL STRUNK—Resumed 


Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Strunk, do you recall the occasion when Mr. 
William C. Notz was given a hearing in Washington by the Munitions 
Board of the Industrial— 

Mr. Strunk. I do. I do recall it. 

Mr. Tavenner. You do? 

Mr. Strunk. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. How is it that you recall it? What is it that oc- 
curred that recalls it to your mind ¢ 
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Mr. Srrunx. I came together with Bill Notz many times. This 
friendly basis, Communist “Party membership. Bill Notz was work- 
ing for Aero Products. One day he was discharged from his job as 
chief steward because Aero Products were engaged in Army material. 
Bill Notz opposed and had a hearing in Washington. He was dis- 
charged because he was a Communist. He opposed it, and he had a 
hearing in Washington. 

After that hearing I met Bill Notz, went to his house, and he showed 
me a typewritten record of the whole hear ing he had in Washington. 
He pointed several pages out where it said that he paid me dues as a 
Communist Party member. He told me, “There must be somebody 
who gets into your house and goes through your papers. Otherwise 
that never would have leaked out.’ 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Criarpy. No questions. 

Mr. Scuerer. No questions. That is all. 

(Witness was excused.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. William Nelson. 

Mr. Scuerer. Will you raise your hand and be sworn, please? 

In the testimony you are about to give before this subcommittee, 
do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Netson. I do. 

Mr. Scuerer. Have a seat. 

Mr. Prear. Mr. Chairman, for the purpose of the record, I would 
like to state that I represent Mr. Nelson. 

Mr. Scurrer. He will ask you a question. 

Mr. Cuarvy. He will give you an opportunity to speak. 

Mr. Prear. May I ask one question of the Chair before we pro- 
ceed? I understand there are certain limitations that are placed on 
counsel at a hearing of this nature. Now, I understand further that 
my function here will be to confer with this witness and render 

Mr. Scuerer. You received a copy of the rules of this committee? 

Mr. Prear. I have not received one directly. 

Mr. Scuerer. Whether you received it directly or indirectly, coun- 
sel, have you a copy of the rules? 

Mr. Prear. No, I don’t have. 

Mr. Water. Supply counsel with a copy. 

Mr. Crarpy. You are correct in your assumption. You have the 
privilege of advising your client on his constitutional rights as we 
go along. You do not have the right to address the Chair or to make 
arguments or do things of that sort. You may, however, counsel 
with him at any time that he desires to have your counsel, 

Mr. Prear. May I ask one further question? On the procedure of 
the committee as far as photographs are concerned, I have no objec- 
tion to photographs being taken. I ask this committee that the press 
be restrained from phetogr aphing this witness during the course of 
the examination. 

Mr. Scuerer. It is a rule of the committee and the request is 
granted. The press will take whatever pictures they desire before 
counsel begins his questioning. 

Mr. Crarpy. I think that we should add one thing more. We ask 
the press and the public not to draw any conclusions whatsoever with 
respect to counsel who appears on behalf of the witness, 











6878 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE DAYTON, OHIO, AREA 


Mr. Scuerer. The record will so show. 
Mr. TAveNNER. What is your name, please, sir? 


TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM A. NELSON, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, J. PAUL PREAR 


Mr. Netson. William A. Nelson. 

Mr. 'TAvENNER. When and where were you born, Mr. Nelson? 

Mr. Nerson. In Harrodsburg, Ky., February, 16, 1908. 

Mr. TAveNNER. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Netson. At 1419 West Third Street, Dayton, Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Dayton? 

Mr. Newson. Since 1918. 

Mr. TAvENNER. What is your occupation? 

Mr. Netson. Assembler. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I might ask, assembler of what? 

Mr. Netson. It is a counting machine that the National Cash 
Register puts out. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Nelson, during the course of the testimony 
of Mr. Strunk, the committee was advised that you approached him 
and were partially responsible for his getting into the Communist 
Party; that you gave him an application for membership or in some 
manner handled his membership card. I want to give you an oppor- 
tunity to explain that, or deny it, or whatever the facts are, to tell 
the committee. 

Mr. Netson. I will decline to answer that on the grounds that it 
refers to the privilege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I want to apologize to counsel for 
not having put in the rec cord that he represents his client. 

Mr. Watrer. You haven’t goiten his address. 

Mr. Ciarvy. I think the record shows counsel is representing him. 

Mr. TAvenneErR. Will you please identify yourself for the record? 

Mr. Prear. J. Paul Prear, P-r-e-a-r. I have, if the committee 
would permit me, a statement from this witness that I would like 
to insert in this record. It is merely a statement that I have been 
retained as counsel for this witness. 

Mr. Scuerer. It is not necessary. We recognize that you have 
been retained by the witness because of your appearance here. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Were you acquainted with Roger Dunham? 

Mr. Newson. I decline to answer that on the grounds that it 
refers to the privilege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. As far as the fifth amendment is concerned, you 
mean that if you should testify with regard to your knowledge of 
him it might tend to incriminate you, is that the ground? 

Mr. Netson. I feel that anyone ‘subpenaed by this committee is 
found guilty in a certain sense, and that it causes a lack of harmony 
in the home, a hardship on your family; that I think that it would 
incriminate me to a certain extent. 

Mr. Crarpy. Witness, if you deny that you have any association 
or connection with the Communist Party do you apprehend that 
that would cause you trouble or difficulty in some way $ 

Mr. Netson. Well, I think that the Constitution guarantees free 
speech and free expression, and the right of associating with anyone 
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you want, protects the person and will ultimately, in a committee 
like this, which I consider to be, a lawless body. 

Mr. Crarpy. That wasn’t my question. Il am trying to discover 
w hether you believe in the inner recesses of your mind that a categor- 

cal denial of membership in the Communist Party will harm you. 
is that what you think ? 

Mr. Netson. Well, it tends to lead to other questions that might 
lead to other people. 

Mr. Scuerer. I have one question before we proceed further. 

Witness, the Congress shortly before it adjourned passed what is 
known as the immunity law, which enables this committee, with the 
approval of the Federal court, to grant you immunity from prosecu- 
tion as the result of any testimony you might give. If this commit- 
tee, with the approval of the court, should grant you such immunity, 
would you then testify? Do you want to consult with your counsel 
before you answer that question ? 

Mr. Netson. I believe that is a hypothetical question because at the 
present time this committee doesn’t have the right to grant me 
immunity. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I ask he be directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Scuerer. You are directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Netson. I believe I have answered the question when I invoke 
the privilege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Water. You feel it might incriminate you to admit knowing 
this man, Roger Dunham, without going beyond that? 

Mr. Netson. I believe a man is admitted in the papers to be a paid 
FBI stool pigeon, and that might tend to incriminate me. It doesn’t 
help me. 

Mr. Scuerer. That is a good answer to Mr. Walter’s question. 

Now, if this committee, I will repeat it again, if this committee, with 
the approval of the Federal court should recommend that you be 
granted immunity from any prosecution whatsoever for your telling 
us about your knowledge, knowing Mr. Dunham, would you testify 
then ¢ 

Mr. Netson. I can say, I have answered that question, because I 
consider it a hypothetical question, something that might happen in 
the future. It has no bearing on this at the present time. 

Mr. Water. We will cross that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party, 
Mr. Nelson? 

Mr. Netson. I decline to answer that on the grounds of the first 
amendment and the privilege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. TavenNner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Netson. I decline to answer that on the grounds of the first 
and privilege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further question, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Clardy? 

Mr. Crarpy. No further questions. 

Mr. Scuerer. You said you refused to answer on the grounds of 
the first amendment. 

Mr. Netson. I am sorry. 

Mr. Scuerer. You said you refused to answer on the grounds of 
the first amendment. Will you tell us why? 
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Mr. Netson. I have always believed in the Bill of Rights. The first 
and most important things in the Constitution is the first 10 amend- 
ments to the Constitution, which is known as the Bill of Rights. Un- 
der that it gives me freedom of thought, freedom to associate with 
who I wish, freedom to assemble, to print things, to write articles, and 
to—like I say, free speech. I figure that this committee is trying to 
deny me free speech to a certain “extent. 

Mr. Cuarpy. We are trying to encourage a little free speech. 

Mr. Netson. Your idea of free speech and mine is a little different. 

Mr. Scuerer. I think it is. You think the first amendment gives 
you the right to free association with the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Netson. Yes. It was made with the right so that people could 
assemble together. That means if they deny you the right to assemble 
together and talk on what you believe in, they are denying you the 
right of any other political party. Something like this could, very 
shortly—say the Democratic Party was a minority. They could say 
they were a subversive party. 

Mr. Waurer. We Democrats aren’t afraid of that at all. 

Mr. Netson. They have been calling it 20 years of treason. I think 
Roosevelt was a great and progressive President. He enacted the 
Housing Act, social security—— 

Mr. Water. You haven’t heard of the Republicans trying to get 
rid of that legislation, have you ? 

Mr. Crarpy. Now, Mr. Walter—— 

Mr. Scuerer. Now, this committee has always maintained, or for 
many years has maintained that the Communist Party is not a politi- 
cal party as we know political parties in this country, but that it was 
aconspiracy. The Congress has now said by law that it is a conspiracy. 
You maintain that the first amendment gives you the right to asso- 
ciate with that conspiracy and prevents us from asking you about 
that association on the basis of the first amendment ? 

Mr. Nerson. Well, I believe that people have a right to think and 
talk what they are convinced of, that cannot be legislated away. I 
would say the present Jaw passed by Congress ultimately, when taken 
to the Supreme Court, the Supreme Court rules correctly, will be 
thrown out. 

Mr. Watrer. Which law are you talking about ? 

Mr. Nexson. The one you mentioned. 

Mr. Waurer. Which one? 

Mr. Netson. The one that makes it a conspiracy. 

Mr. Warrer. What? 

Mr. Netson. Have him ask the question. 

Mr. Crarpy. If it is in the condition you say it is, you are in no 
danger at all if you answer the questions. 

Mr. Newson. I decline to answer on the grounds of the first and 
fifth amendments. 

Mr. Crarpy. Do you — that any of these 10 amendments 
that you are talking about, or those you are relying on, are in vogue 
and in force in Russia today 2 

Mr. Netson. I don’t 





Mr. Crarpy. No; they aren’t. You know they aren’t. You know 
there is no free speech. 

Mr. Netson. I don’t know what the laws and the constitution are. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You haven’t read anything about it? 
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Mr. Netson. I said I didn’t know what their constitution was. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you have any further questions? 

Mr. Tavenner, do you have any further questions ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir; I have not. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Walter ? 

Mr. Water. No. 

Mr. Ciarpy. No questions. 

Mr. Scuerer. The witness is excused. 

(Witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Scuerer. I think the hour of adjournment has come. The 
committee will stand in recess until tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock. 
All witnesses under subpena, who have not been heard or discharged, 
will return to this room at 9 o’clock tomorrow morning without further 
notice. 

(Whereupon, at 4: 45 p. m., a recess was taken until 9 a. m., Tuesday, 
September 14, 1954.) 





APPENDIX 





By order of the chairman of the subcommittee authorized to conduct 
these hearings, the following document was received in evidence : 


CHALLENGE 


To THE UN-AMERICANS! 


Four horsemen—like those of old, the Four Horsemen of Fear, Famine, Pesti- 
lence and War—will come riding into Dayton next week on September 15th. 
The three un-American congressmen, Scherer, Clardy and Walter, and our local 
Rep. Schenck, announce hearings of the House un-American Committee to be held 
in Dayton, inquiring into trade unions and the Yellow Springs college community. 


WHAT IS UN-AMERICAN IN DAYTON? Let the people name it! 

Ask the countless families in the “blighted areas” in and around Dayton, Who 
Is Un-American? 

“Landlords”, they would say. Landlords, profit-greedy, growing fat on jim 
crow ratholes. Most of these slum dwellings are rented * * * and not rented 
cheap. You have seen in the papers the pictures of the families, the cabins and 
shacks—but who investigates the un-American landlord who rakes in the rents 
for the slums? These landlords and the real estate interests sabotage and prevent 
low-cost non-jim crow public housing for Dayton and nationally. e 


> * * 


How many drownings and near-drownings of children have there been Just 
this summer and last, because Dayton has so little recreation facilities? The 
young uncle who took Frank Ward swimming in the quarry where he drowned, 
told the newspapers, “I didn’t know any other place where a colored child could 
swim.” Jim crow—murderer of children at play—jim crow is un-American. 

A pool on the west side, and the breaking down of segregation at Eastwood 
are steps, needed and welcomed—but not enough. The courageous fight led by 
NAACP brought the famed Supreme Court decision on schools, and can inspire 
us in Dayton to further improve democracy in our city—to end discrimination 
in private swimming pools like the Phillips pool, and make all recreation facil- 
ities available to all the city’s children. 


. * * 


Our great president Franklin Delano Roosevelt spoke wisely when he said, 
“We have nothing to fear but fear itself.” 

Today, McCarthy and his followers use fear as a whip, a weapon to suppress 
the desire for peace, wage increases, world trade which would provide jobs. This 
House committee comes to investigate the thoughts and deeds of a working-class 
city and a college community. Is it the youth of our colleges and shops, who 
face draft and war or unemployment, who are un-American? No! It is those 
who preach hatred, fear, and the use of the H-Bomb. That is McCarthyism— 
McCarthyism is un-American. 


THE COMMUNIST PARTY ACCUSES GENERAL MOTORS! 

Is GM bringing in the un-American committee to try to do what the Taft 
Hartley trials and un-American smears and stoolpigeons have not accomplished ? 
GM is afraid of the staunch resistance of the people of our city to hysteria and 
red-baiting. They are afraid of the workers of Dayton whose grievances on 
seniority, pay and upgrading mount up. They try to turn this fear into a weapon 
against the people—they hope to divide and weaken. 
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The GM contract expires in 1955. Is this the opening of a drive for wage 
cuts like those forced on Studebaker and Kaiser-Willys workers? Will the stool- 
pigeons get them off the hook? 

GM has already used the un-American committee as a mask for their dirty 
work in Flint, with hoodlum violence and firing of some of the best and most 
respected union people from the GM shop. 


Bread and Circuses 


In ancient Rome, when the people were hungry, the emperors gave them cir- 
cuses Is the Scherer-Schenck circus next week their answer to the demand for 
jobs, for FEPC, for peace? 

The House Committee on un-American Activities has a long unsavory past. 
It was opposed by the New Deal even when it was first put over by Dixiecrat Dies 
(investigator of Shirley Temple). <A previous chairman, J. Parnell Thomas, has 
just got out of jail for cheating on the government—but he didn’t investigate 
himself. In Detroit, Dixiecrat chairman Wood of Georgia was forced to stop 
calling the Negro people out of their name. In Chicago, huge demonstrations 
of workers from CIO, AFL and independent unions sent the committee packing 
when they came in on a strike-breaking witch-hunt. In Los Angeles brave 
intellectuals—film workers, lawyers, teachers—fought it out with the would-be 
book burners and sent them into retreat. 

Dayton can find that courage is contagious. We greet the letters appearing 
in our Dayton newspapers against this and any form of McCarthyism. The 
movement to preserve our democratic rights from the cancer of fear is growing 
stronger and more vocal It takes in workers and teachers, librarians, students, 
and churchmen. 

We are confident that the committee will find no cooperation from the honest 
people of Dayton, and Rep. Schenck’s “open house” which coincides with the 
hearings will give him no comfort in his election campaign. 


DEFEAT McCARTHYISM IN ’54! 





































- The Communist Party greets the working people of Dayton on this 
Labor Day, 1954. Our Party’s record is one of honest and steadfast 
participation and support to the movement of the workers in industry 
to organize and to establish decent living conditions. Old timers in 
Dayton remember our role in the 1930’s in organizing the unemployed 
for unemployment compensation and relief. Who in Dayton does not 
know how the Communists always fought for peace, against universal 
military training, for outlawing of the use of A- and H-Bombs, for 
peace in Korea, and for peaceful co-existence of all nations—capitalist 
and socialist. This is our record! Can the other parties, mostly 
dominated by big business, match it? 

Such a movement of the American people cannot be legislated or “in- 
vestigated” out of existence. The American people and democracy will 
outlive those who are plotting new wars and subverting our Constitu- 
tion, using the cry of “reds” to cover up their crime. 

We pledge to continue to work for the real welfare of the people. 
That is our Labor Day pledge It is our answer to the un-Americans. 


COMMUNIST PARTY OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY 


Dayton, Ohio 
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